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X HAT there arc witches, divinet cannot doubt, fince 
the word of God hath ordained that no witcB ihall live ; 
jior lawyers in Scotland, feeing our law ©rdains it to be 
punifhed with death. And though many lawyers in 
lioUaiid, and elfewhere, do think, that albeit there were 
witches under the law, yet there are none under the 
gofpel; the devil's power haTing ceafed, as to thefe, as 
well as in his giving refponfes by oracles* 

I. Wierus, that great patron of witchcraft, endeavours 
to maintain his opinion by thefe arguments, i. That 
fuch as are accufed- of witchcraft, are ordinarily fillj 
pld -women, whofe age and fcx difpofcth them to 
melancholy, and whofe melancholy difpofeth them to a 
anadnefs, which ihould render their confeflions vcryfufpe6l- 
cd, and in this crime there are feldom other proofs, whereas 
%hc things confcifcd are fo horrid, that it cannot be 
imagined any reafonable creature would commit them. 
3. God can only work the miracle afcribcxl to witches, 
|ie who isvthe author of nature being only able to alter or 
•divert its courfe ; And the devil doth but delude the 
fancy of poor creatures, as fevers and melancholy mifre- 
prefent objects. Nor are fuch as are cheated in the one 
more guilty than they who are fick of the other. And 
at is feverc to burn men and women for doing that which 
is concluded impoffible to be done by them. 3. It is 
unjuft to punifti them for doing ill by charms, except it 
could be firft proved that thefe charms produced the 
effedls that arc puniftiable ; and lawyers ihould argue thus, 
thofe who kill or hurt men or beafts by unlawful means, 
are puniftiable by death. But fo it is, that witches and 
charmers kill men and beafts by unlawful means, and 
.therefore ought to be puniflied by death, of which 
fyUogifm Wierus denies the minor; for it can never be 
proved that verfes, croffes, o» laying flcfh in the threfhold, 
j&c. xan deftroy men or beafts, thefe being caufcs ver^y 
difproportionable to fuch effeds, there being no cental 
betwixt the. agent and patient in thefe cafes. 4. Thefe 
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wKo execute the will of God are not punifliable, (bf 
that is their duty, and fo cannot be their crime. But fd 
it is, that whatever the devil or witches do, is decreed by 
God either for trial or punifhment exprefsly, and with- 
out his permiflion nothing can be done. And if the 
devil were not afting here by obedience, or were at 
liberty, he would not leave any one man undeftroyed, oC 
any of God's Works undefaced. 

But that there arc witches, and that they are punifh* 
abl« capitally, not only when they poifon or murder, but 
even for enchanting and deluding the world, is clear by 
an exprefs text, Exod xxil. verfe i8. " Thou (halt not 
fuffer a witch to live." And it it obfervable, that the 
fame word which exprefles a witch here, is that which. 
is ufed in Exod. vii. to exprefs thofe magicians who 
deluded only the people by transforming a rod into a 
ferpent, as Mofes had done, though no perfon was pre- 
judged by their cheat and illufion. Likeas> Lev. xxi^ 
and 27. It is ordained that '< a man or a woman that 
bath a familiar fpirit, or that is a ^vizard, ihall furely be 
put to death; they fliall ftone them with ftones; their 
blood ihall be upon them." Which laws were in fuch 
oblervation amongft the Jews, that the witch of Endor, 
1 Sam. xxviii. was afraid to ufe her forcery before the king^ 
becaufe the king had cut off thofe who had familiar 
fpirits and wizards out of the land. And fo great ia- 
dignation did the eternal God bear to this fin, that he 
did deftroy the ten tribes of Ifrael becaufe they were 
addi£led to it. 

Nor were the Jews only enemies to this vice, but even 
the Heathens, following the did^ates of nature, punifhed 
witches as enemies to the author of it ; for the Perfians 
dafhed their heads againft ftones, as Minfing obferves, 
ad. Item lex Cornelia inft. de pub. and Tacitus, lib. ii. 
Annal. tells us that Publius Marcins and Pituanus, were 
executed for this ciime ;*for which likewife Valerius 
Maxim us, lib vi. cap. iii. tells ui that Publicia and Lu- 
ciiiia were with thrcefcore and tea other Romans h%nged» 
3z 



d by Google 



%\it fince It IS cxprcfsly condemned in fcripture, anvl 
many general councils, fuch as Aurelian, Toletan, and 
Anacirltan, it fhould not be lawful for us to debate what 
the law hath exprefsly condemned, by the fame reafon, 
that we fhould deny witches, we muft deny the truth of 
all hiftory, ecclefiaftic and fecular. It is fure that the 
deril having the power and will to prejudge mea, cannot 
but be ready to execute all that is in witchcraft : And it 
Is as credible that God would fufFer men to be convinced 
by thefe means, that there are fpirits, and that by thefe 
means he would give continued proofs of his power 
in repreffing the devil, and of the ncceflity that filly 
jncn have of depending upon his infinite power. 

To the former arguments it may be anfwcred, that a» 
te the firft, all fins and vices are the cfFe6ls of delafion ; 
jior are witches more deluded by melancholy, than mur- 
^derers arc by rage and revenge. And though it hath 
tiever been feen, that perfons naturally mad, have been 
either guilty of, or punifhed for this crime, the devil 
defigning in this crime to gain only fuch as can damn 
themfelves by giving a free confent. Yet if madnefs 
could be proved, or did appear ; it would certainly defend 
both againfl the guilt and punifhment: And therefore 
fuch a feries of clear circumftanccs fhould concur before 
a perfon be found guilty of this crime, as fhould fecure 
the pannel, and fatisfy the judge fully ia the quaerie. 
Sut fince daily experience convinces the world that there 
may be fuch a crime, and that the law exacts either 
confeifion, or clear proofs, who can condemn the law as 
rigorous in this cafe, fince, without believing thefe, there 
could be no jufticc adminiftcred, and whilll: judges ihiin- 
hed to punifh it in fome cafes, they behoved to fufFer it 
from the fame arguments to go unpunifhed in all 
cafes. 

To the fecond, it is anfwered, that though neither the 
devil nor witches can work miracles, yet the offering to 
cheat the world by a commerce with the devil, and the 
Very believing that the devil is able to do fuch things for 
themi fiiould be a fuificie it crime; but much more when 
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they believe all thofe tkiogs to be done by tBemfetvef^ 
they giy'itig their own exprefs confent to the crimci nui 
by concurring by ail that in them is to the commiiEoA of 
it. Likeaa, it is undeniable, that the devil knowing all 
the fecrets of nature, may, by applying adives to paSivet 
that are unknowu to us, produce real effeds which feem ' 
impoflible. 

To the thirds though charms be not able to produce 
the cfFedis that are punifhable in witches, yet fince thefe 
efFeds cannot be ppoduced without the devil, and that 
he will not employ himfelf at the defire of any who have 
not refigned themfelves wholly to him, it is very juft 
that the ufcrs of thefe fhouldbe punifhed, being guUty tt 
lead of apoflacy and herefy. 

The fourth argument is but a mere and filly fophifm $ 
for though God in his providence permits at lead all things 
that are done, to be done, yet fuch as contemn either the 
commands of him or his vicegerents, ought to be pu* 
aifhed. 

I cannot but acknowledge that there are fome fecrets 
in nature which would have been looked upon in the firft: 
authors as the eJPeds of magic : And I believe that in 
the duller nations a philofopher drawing iron with a load^* 
ilone might have run a greal riik of being burned ; and 
it is hard to give a judgment of Naudeus' learned book 
in favours of the Perfian magicians, the AiTyrian chalde- 
ans, the Indian gymnofophifts, knd the druids of the 
Gauls ; for it cannot be denied but that many true ma* 
thematicians and phyiicians have pafled for magicians int 
the duller ages of the world ; but as to this, there is now 
BO fear, iiace learning hath fo fufficiently illuminated the 
world, fo as to diftinguifh betwixt thefe two. But I am 
flill jealous of thefe fages who were frequented by fami* 
liar fpirits, though they were otherwifc very excellent 
men, fuch as Porphir, Jamblicus, Plotin, and others, who 
pretended by the purity of their lives, to be fo fpiritualj 
as f deferve the friendfhip of fpirits : for beiides that the 
prinutivcfsubm«addgAort of the church have tcitifie^ 

»4 
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If ainft fuck as mere tnagicians. It is not int^UIglbte 
Kow thofit fpirits that frequeated them could be good, 
iinccthey were tempted to fall from the true religion to 
paganifm, and did offer fuch facrifices as the true God 
did never allow ; and if fuch impoftures were allowed, it 
were cafy for any to defend themfclves, being truly 
witches. 

II. Albeit witchcraft be the greateft of crimes, (ince 
It includes in it the groffeft of herefies, and blafphemics, 
and treafons againft God, in preferring to the Almighty 
bis rebel and enemy, and in thinking the devil worthier 
of being ferved and reverenced, and is accompanied with 
jnurder, poifoning, beftiality, and other horrid crimes: 
Yet I conclude only from this, that when witches arc 
found guilty, they fhould be moft feverely punlfhed, not 
{^ith fcourging and baniHiment, as the cuftom of Savoy 
was related to be by Gothofred, hoc tit. but by the moft 
ignominious of deaths. Yet from the horridnefs of this 
crime, 1 do conclude, that of all crimes it requires the 
rcleareft relevancy, and moft convincing probation. And 
J condemn, next to the witches themfclves, thole cruel and 
i.oo forward judges, who burn perfons by thoufands as 
guilty of this crime, to whom I (hall recommend thefe 
jconfidcrations. 

f . That it is not prefumable that any who hear of the 
J^indnefs of God to men, and of the devil's malice againft 
them,of the rewards of heaven, and torments of hell, would 
^deliberately enter into th« fervice of that wicked fpirit, 
whom they know to have no riches to beftow, nor power 
to help, except it be allowed by permiffion that he 
may tempt men : and that he being a liar from the be*- 
ginning, his prcmlfes deferve no belief, efpecially fmcc 
in no man's experience he hath ever advantaged any per- 
fon : whereas on the contrary, his fervice hath brought 
all who entered in it to the ftake. 

2. Thofe poor perfons who are ordinarily accufed of 
this crime, are poor ignorant creatures, and oft-times wo- 
mcn who underilaad not ;he nature of whiU they are ^f^ 
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II 

Qiifed of; aad many mlftake their own fears and appre- 
hcniions for witchcraft ; of which I Aiall give you two 
inftances, one of a poor weaver, who, after he had con- 
feffed witchcraft, being afked how he faw the devil, he 
anfwered, ** like flies dancing about the candle.'' A.no* 
thcr of a woman, who afked feriouflr> when (he was 
accufed, if a woman might be a witch and not know it ? 
And it if dangerous thatthefe, who are of all others the 
moil fimple, (hould be tried for a crime, which of all 
others is mod myfterious. 

3. Thefe poor creatures, when they are defamed, become 
fo confounded with fear, and the.clofe prifon in which 
they are kept, and fo ftarved for want of meat and fleep, 
(either of which wants is enough to diforder the (Irongell 
reafon) that hardly wifcr and more fcrious people than 
they would efcape didradtion ; and when men are con- 
founded with fear and apprehenfion, thej will imagine 
things very ridiculous and abfurd ; and as no man would 
efcape a profound melancholy upon fach an occafion, and 
amidil fuch ufages; therefore I remit to phyiicians and 
ethers to confider what maybe the effef^s of melancholy, 
which hath oft made men, who appeared other wife folid 
enough, imagine they were horfes, or had loll their 
nofes, 6cc. And fince it may make men err in thing! 
which arc obvious to their fcnfes, what may be 
expeded as to things which tranfcend the wifeft mens 
jreafon. 

, 4. Moil of thefe poor creatures are tortured by their 
keepers, who being pcrfuaded thty do God good fervlce, 
think it their duty to vex and torment poor prifoners : 
and I know ex certiilima fcientia *, that mod of all that 
ever were taken, were tormented after this manner, and 
this ufage was the ground of all their confeflion ; and 
albeit the pQor mifcreants cannot prove this ufage, the 

adlers being the only witneflTes, yet the judge (hould he 
afraid of it, as that which at firft did elicit the coofeifion^ 

9Bd for fear of which they dare not retrad it. 

• Prom cfertaia knowledge. 
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It 

5. I vrent when I was a jatllce-depatc to ezamiQC fome 
womea who had confcfled judicially, and one of them, 
who was a (illy creature, told me under fecrecy, that (he 
had not confe(red becaufe (he was guilty, but being a poor 
creature, who wrought for her meat, and being defamed 
for a witch, (he knew (he would ftarve, for no perfoa* 
thereafter would either give her meat or lodging, and 
that all men would beat her, and hound dogs at her, and 
that therefore* (he de(ired to be out of the world ; where^ 
upon (he wept mod bitterly, and upon her knees called 
God to witnefs what (he faid. Another, told me that (he 
was afraid the devil would challenge a right to her, after 
fhe was faid to be his fervant, and would haunt her, as 
the minifter faid when he was defining her to confefs 5 and 
therefore (he defired to die. And really mini{):ers are oft* 
times indifcreet in their zeal, to have poor creatures tm 
confefs in this; and I recommend to judges, th^t the 
wifed miniilers (hould be fent to them, and tbofe who are 
fent, (liould be cautious in this. 

6. Many of them confefs things which all divines con* 
elude impoffible, as tranfmutation of their bodies into 
beafts, and money into flones, and their going through 
clofe doors, and a thoufand other ridiculous things, which 
have no truth nor cxiftence but in their fancy. 

7* The' accufers here are mailers, or neighbours who 
had their children dead, and are engaged by grief to 
fufpedlthcfe poor creatures. Iknew one likewife burned 
becaufe the lady was jealous of her with her hufband : 
and the crime is fo odious that they are never affift^d or 
defended by their relations. 

8. The witne^Tes and aifizers are afraid that if they 
cfcape, that they will die for it, and therefore they take 
an unwarrantable latitude. And [ have obferved that 
fcarce ever any who were accufed before a country affize 
cf neighbours did efcape that trial. 

9. Commiffions are granted ordinarily to gentlemen^ 
and others in the country who are fufpefled upon this ac- 
S^uat i and who are aot ua^ly caQugh acquainted with 
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the nature of tKis crime, which is fo debateable ajaon^jft 
the mod learned ; nor have the pannels any to plead for 
them, and to take notice who are led as witnefTes ; fo 
that inany are admitted who are teftcs inhablles *, and 
fnfpcdled : and albeit their confeilions are fent to, and ad« 
vifcd by the counfcl before fuch commiilions be granted, 
yet the counfel cannot know how thefe confcffions were 
emitted, nor all the circumftances which are neceflary and 
cannot be known at a diftance. Very many of thefe 
poor filly women do re-feal at the ftake from the confef- 
fions they emitted at the bar, and yet have died very pe- 
nitent : and as it is very prefumablethat few will accufe 
themfelves, or confefs againft their own life, yet very 
many confefs this crime. 

III. The method I (hall ufe in treating of this crime 
(hall be, i. Upon what fufpicion witches may be appre- 
hended. 2. What judges are competent. %. What 
ditties are relevant. 4. What probation is fiifficient. 
5. What is the ordinary punifhment. As to the firft, I 
know it is ordinary in Scotland not only that magiftratet 
do apprehend wit<:he8 almoft upon any dilation, but even 
gentlemen, and fuch as are matters of the ground, do 
Hkewife make them prifoners, and keep them fo till they 
tranfmit them at their pleafureto jufticesof peace, ma- 
giftrates, or fome open prifons. But all this procedure 
18 moft unwarrantable. For gentlemen, and fuch as are 
Yefted with no authority, (hould upon no account, with- 
out a fpccial warrant, apprehend any upon fufpicion that 
they are witches, fince to apprehend is an ad of jurif- 
di<5tion ; and therefore I think no prifon fhould receive 
any as fufpedled of witchcraft, until they know that the 
perfon offered to them, be apprehended by lawful autho- 
rity. 2. Since imprifonment is a punifhment, and con- 
flantly attended with much infamy to the narae, and de- 
triment to the affairs of him who is imprifoned, efpecially 
in witchcraft, I do conclude, that there muft fo^nc prc- 

• Improper witncffcs. 
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famption precede all inquilitron. For die meaneft de* 
grces of inqulfition, though without captor, does fomc- 
what defame ; and that the perfon: fhould not be 
apprehended, except it appear, by the event of the 
inquifition, that fhe lies under either many or pregnant 
fufpicions ; fuch as that fhe is defamed by other witches ; 
thatflie hath been herfelf of an evil fame ; that fhe hath 
been found charming, or that the ordinary inftruments of 
charming be found in her houfe. And according to. 
Delrio's opinion, lib. v. fed):. ii> ad aiTumendas informa- 
tiones, fufiiciunt leviajudlcia, feid gravia requiruntur ad 
hoc ut citetur reus, & ut judex fpecialitcr inquirat *. 

IV. Witchcraft was crimen utriufque fori,f by the 
canon law ; and with us the kirk-feffions ufed to inquire, 
into it, in order to the fcandal; and to take the 
confcfGon of the parties, to receive wltnefTes againfl 
them ; as is clear by the procefs of Janet Barker and 
Margaret Lawder, December 9th 1643. But fince fo 
much weight is laid upon the depofitions there 
emitted, kirk-feflions fhould be very cautious in their 
procedures. 

By the d6l of parliament Q. M. 9 pari. 73. a^. AH 
fheriffs, lords of regalities, and their deputes, and. all 
other judges having power to execute the fame, are or* 
dained to execute that aft againft witchcraft ; which can 
import no more, but that they fhould concur to the 
punifhment of the crime, by apprehending, or imprlfon- 
ing the party fufpedled : but it doth not follow, that be- 
caufe they may concur, that therefore they are judges 
competent to the cognition of the crime ; fince the 
relevancy in it is oft-times fo intricate, and the procedure 
requires neceflarily fo much arbitrarinefs, and the punifh- 
mait is fo fevcre, that thefe confiderations jointly fhould 
appropriate the cognition thereof folely to the jullice 

•In order to take information, light trials fuffice, but particular 
ones arc required to this one, that the perfon accufcd be fummoneJ, 
and that the juJ^e may make fpccial enquiry, 

* Crime examinable by both courts. 
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l^ourt. Nor find I any inflances wherein tkefe inferior 
courts have tried this crime. And albeit the council do 
oft-times grant comroiflions to countrymen, yet that 
iccms dangerous ; nor can I fee why, by exprcfs aft of 
parh'ament, it fhonld have been appointed, that n© com- 
miilion fheuld be granted for tryiig murder, and yet 
witchcraft fhould be fo tried by commlflions. The 
juftices then are the proper judges in witchcraft. 

V. As to the relevancy in this crime, the firft article 
ufeth to be paftion to ferve the devil, which is certainly 
relevant per fe, withoi^ any addition, as is to be feen 
In all the indidments, efpccially m that of Margaret 
'Hatchifon, Auguft loth 1661. And by Dclrio, carpz. 
p, I . c^ueft. 47. and others ; but becaufe the devil ufeth 
to appear in tke fimilitude of a man, when he defirethv 
thefe poor creatures to ferve him ; therefore they fhould 
he interrogate, if they knew him to be the devil when 
they cbndefcended to his fervice. 

Paftion with the devil is divided by the lawyers, in 
cxprefTum & taciturn, an exprefs and tacit paft ion. £x« 
j>refs paftion is perforqaed either by a formal promife 
given to the devif then prefent, or by prefenting a fup- 
plication to him, or by giving the promife to a proxy or 
commiflioner empowered by the devil for that effedt, 
vrhich is ufed by fome who dare not fee himfelf. The 
formula fet down by Delrio, is, 1 deny God, creator of 
heaven and earth, and 1 adhere to thee, and believe in 
thee. But by the journal books it appears, that the 
ordinary form of exprefs paft ion confeflcd by our witnefs 
is a firaple promife to ferve him. Tacit padilon is either 
when a perfon who hath made no exprefs paftion, ufeth 
,the words or figns which forcerers ufe, knowing them to 
be fuch, either by their books, or difcourfe ; and this is 
condemned as forcery. Can. 26. quefl. 5. and is relevant 
to infer the crime of witchcraft, or to ufe thefe words and 
figns, an d though the ufer know them not to be fuch ; it 
is no crime, if the ignorance be probable, and if the ufer 
)be content to abftaiui Delrio^ lib. ii. qucft. 4. 
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VI. Renouncing of baptlfm is by Dclrio made an cffcft 
•f pa6lion, yet with us it is per fe * relevant, as was found 
in the fori^ier procefs of Mar^rct Hutchifon; and the 
folemnity confeffcd by our witches, is by putting one 
band to the crown of the head, and another to the folc 
of the foot, renouncing their baptifm in that pofture, 
Delrio tells us, that the deyll ufeth to baptife them of 
new, and to wipe off their br©w the old baptifm : and our 
witches confefs always the giving them new names, which 
are very ridiculous, as Red-fhanks, Sergeant, &q^ 
VII. The devil's mark ufeth to be a great article with us^ 
but it is not per fe found relevant, except it be confeffed 
by them, that they got that mark with their own confent; 
quo cafu f , it is equivalent to a paftion. This mark is 
given them, as is alledged, by a nip in any part of the 
body, and it is blue ; Delrio calls it uigma, or character, 
lib. ii. quell. 4. and alledges that it is fometimes like the 
impreffion of a hare's foot, or the foot of a rat, or fpidcp, 
L V. fedt. 4. num. 28. Some think that it is impoifible 
there can be any mark which is inferable, ^nd will not 
bleed ; for all things that live muft have Wood, and fo 
this place behoved both to be dead and alive at once, and 
behoved to live without aliment ; for blood is the ah'mtnt 
of the body 5 but it is very eafy to conceive that the devil 
may make a place infenfiblc at a time, or may apply 
things that may fquecze out the blood. 

This mark is difcovcred among us by a pricker, whofe 
trade it is, and who learns it as other trades; but this it 
a horrid cheat; for they alledge that if the place bleed 
not, or if the peifon be not fenfibje^ he or fhe is infallibly 
a witch. But as Delrio confeffes, it is very hard to know 
any fuch mark, a nevo, clavo, vel impertigine naturali J 
and there are many pieces of dead flefh which are infenfible 
even in living bodies; and a villain who u fed this trade 
with us, being in the year 1 666, apprehended for other 

* By itfelf. f In which cafe. 

I From a inarkjcr a natural uifenlibility. 
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tnianiei, did confefi all this trade to be a nere elieaf. 
VI II, Threatening to do mifchief, if any eTil follow im- 
mediately, hath been too ordinarily found a relevant 
article to infer witchcraft with us. Thus Aenes Finnic 
was purfutd in anno 1643, upon the general article of 
haying witched feveral perfons, and particularly for thefe 
articles, i. That William Fairlic having nick-named 
and called her Annie Winnie, (he fware in rage he (hould 
go halting home, and within twenty -four hours he took 
a palfy. 2. That Beatrix Nifbit refuting to pay the faid 
Agnes the annual rent of two dollars owing by Hedor 
Nilbit her father, (he told her (he (hould repeat it, and 
within an hour thereafter (he loft her tongue^ and the 
power of her right fide. 3 That Janet Greintoan having 
refufed to carry away two herrings (he had bought 
from the faid Agnes, and to pay for them, (he told her 
it (hould be the lati meat (he (hculd eat, and within a 
little after (he fell fick : againft which articles it was there 
alledged that this libel was not relevant, and could not go 
to the knowledge of an inqueft. i. Becaufe no meant 
were condefcended upon from which the witchcraft was 
inferred ; and if this libel were relevant, it would be re« 
levant to libel generally that the pannel were a witch* 
I. Alfizers arc only judges to the matter of fad, and not 
to whatconfifts injure*; but fo it is, that if this libel were 
to pafs to the knowledge of an inqueft, all the debate in 
jure behoved to be before the affize before whom th< 
pannels procurators behoved to debate how far minae Sc 
damnum fequutumf are relevant, and how far any perfon 
is p«ni(hable as a witch, though ne charms or other 
means commonly ufed by witches be coadefcended 
upon ; and as to the threatenings, they were not relevant^ 
feeing they had not sdl the requifites which are exprefied 
by the dodors as requifite, for they were not fpecific^ 

f In law. } TKreatcolng and damage followiag thereon# 

C 
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bearing tlie promife to do a particular iQ, as tliat Fairlie 
fhould take a palfy, or Nifl>it lofe her tongue, a. There 
was , not a preceding reafon of enmity proved, nor is 
it probable that for fo frnall a matter as a herring, 
or the annual rent of two dollars, (he would have killed 
any perfon, and expofed herfelf to hazard ; nor was the 
effeS immediate, nor fuch as could have proceeded from 
any other natural caufe, without all which had concurred. 
Delrio, lib. 5. fedt 3. is very clear, that minae etiam cum 
,damno fequuto*, are not fo much as a prcfumption: but 
though all thefe did concur, it is very clear, both from 
JDelrio, ibid, and Farin. queft. 5. num. ^7. That all thefe 
threatenings are not fufficient to Infer the crime of witch- 
craft. Laftly, it was offered to be proved, that fome of 
thefe peifons died of a natural difeafe, depending upon 
caufes preceding that threatening : notwithftanding of all 
which, the libel was found relevant, and fhe was burned. 
But I think this decifion very hard, and very contrary to 
the opinion of all received writers, who think, that albeit 
minae be adminiculatsf with all the former advantages, 
& probataede ea quae folet minas exequij:, yet the fame 
are only fufficient to infer an arbitrary punifhment, not. 
corporal, but pecuniary; and certainly fuch a wicked 
cuftom as threatening, is in itfelf a crime : and thus it 
was only well found to be crimen in fuo gencrej, in the 
procefs led againft Katherine Ofwald, Nov. xith 1629. 

IX. iiometimes articles are libelled, wherein the malcfice 
hath no dependence at all upon the means ufed : and thus 
it was libelled . againft Margaret Hutchifon, Auguft 
toih 16.61. That John Clark's wife being fjck, (he 
came to the bed fide when all the doors and windows 
were faft, and combed her head feveral nights ; and the 
laft of thefe nights ihe came to the bed fide, and put her 
liand to the woman's pap; whereupon the child died, 
which article was foUnd relevant per fe. And it wasli* 

♦ Even threatening with following damage, f Threats attefted. 
\ And proven concerning her who was accuftomcd to execute 
th^fe threateRin2»* § Crime in its own kind. 
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belled againft Jaact Cock, September 7th i66tf tbat a 
woman called Spindle being at enmity with her, (he gave 
her a cufF, whereupon Spindic immediately diftraded | 
and being reproved therefore by the minifter of Dalkeith, 
he immediately diftrai^ed ; which article was likewifo 
found relevant, being joined with fame and delation : 
which decifions arc in my opinion very dangerous, for 
they want a fure foundation, and are precedents wherebj 
judgei may become very arbitrary. And againft thefe 
I may oppone a third allegiance ufed in the former pro- 
cefs againft Agnes Finnic, wherein it was alledged, that 
the conclufion of all criminal libels fhould be neceflarily , 
inferred from the deed fubfumed, and that concludo 
femper fequitur debiliorem partem : nam libellus eft fyl- 
logifmus apodidlicus, fed non probabilis *; and therefor© 
except the libel could' condefcend upon fome .meant 
ufed by the pannel, from which the malefice were necef- 
farily inferred, it could not be concluded that thefe ma« 
lificei were done by her, ©r that fhe was guilty of th^ 
wrong done. Thus Bodin, lib. 4. does conclude, that 
teneficas non funt condemnandse licet fint deprehenfae cum 
bufonibus, offibus, aliifque inftruraentis egredientes exovili 
licet ores immediate moriantur f And Perkins, cap. 5. 
afferts, that neither defamation nor threatenings, albeit 
what is threatened does follow, nor mala faraaj, nor the 
defundls laying the blame of their death upon the perfoa 
accufed (called inculpatio by the dodlors) can infer thit 
crime, though all thefe be conjoined ; for in his opinion, 
nothing can be a fufficient ground to condemn a witch, 
except the panncl's own confeffion, or the depofitions 
of twe famous wltneffes, deponing upon means ufed by 
the pannel. And it is remarkable, that in the chapter 
immediately fubfeq^uent to that wherein witches are or- 

» •Tkat a conclufion always follows the weaker part j, for a libel 
is an apodiA:c fyllogifm, but is not at al probable. 

f That witches aie not to be condcmne^l with toads, bone?, or. 
other ionrumencs, ard unlefs the ihecp die immediately when they 
go V lit of the fold . J Bad fame, 

C z 
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dinarily to be put to death, God hath exprefly ordained 
that " out of the mouth of two or three witaeffes ercry 
word (hall be eflablifhcd." And in the procefj deduced 
againft Ifobel Young for witchcraft, Feb. 4. 1629 and 
agalnft Kathcrine Olwald, Nov. 11. 1629 This poiat 
is likewife debated, it being libelled againft the faid Ka« 
therine, that by her witchcraft fhe caufed a cow give 
blood in ftead of milk, and caufed a woman fall and break 
a rib io her fide. Agaiaft which it was alledged, that 
there wat ao neceffary connexion there, inter terminum a 
quo & ad quern inter oaufam Ic effedum*: but on the con- 
trary, the cow^f giving blood for milk might proceed from 
another natural caufe, viz. from lying upon an ant or 
emmet hill ; and therefore I think that becaufe we know 
not what virtue may be in herbt« ftonet, or other things 
which may be appHed, it were very hard to find cures 
performed by the application of thefe, without the ufmg^ 
charms, or fpells, to be witchcraft : but when thefe out« 
ward applications are ufed to do hurt ; as for inftance, if 
the faid Margaret Wallace, being at enmity with John 
Clark, and after (he was forbidden to frequent hit houfe* 
did continue to frequent the fame, and did throw in blood 
or any uoufual thing upon his wife's pap : if the child 
who fucked the fame had thereafter died, I think this 
article, joined with preceding defamation of her by ano« 
ther witch, might have been found relevant, becaufe fhe 
was there in re illicita f . And iince the law cannot know 
exadly what efficacy there it in natural caufes, it may 
Yery well difcharge any fuch fuperftitious forbidden ads, at 
itplcafet, under the pain of witchcraft. Korean thcfc 
who are accufed, complain of fcverity,fince fibi imputent :j: 
that ufe thefe forbidden things againft the exprefs com- 
mandment of the law : and therefore fince the law and 
praAicc hath forbidden all charms, it is moft juft that 
thefe who ufe the fame fhould be feverely puniQied, 

* There were no neceffary connexion exifted betwixt the caufe 
and the effect. f In an unlawful way. | They may hy tht 

1»Umeen (heinfclvei. 
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whatCTCr tlie pretext be upon which they arc ufcd^tf 
after whatever way or manner, or to whatcrer end, whe* 
ther good or bad. 

X. Albeit per leg. 4 cod. de mal. & Math, thefe ma- 
gic arts are only condemned, wh ich tend to the deftruAioa 
of mankind, but not thefe whereby men are cured, of 
the fruits of the ground preferved ; yet I have oft-times 
Imputed this conilitution to Tribonian, who was a pagan 
and a fevere enemy to chriftians, or elfe that it behoved 
.to be fo interpreted, or that thereby remedies, affifted by 
godly prayers were allowed, elfe what mean thefe wordt^ 
fufiPragia innocenteradhibita*. But (ince I am informed frona 
the ecclefiadic hiftorians, as Zozim. lib. 2. that Conflantins 
wa» not yet turned chriftian when he pad that conftitutioni 
but however this conilitution is omitted in the Bafilicks; and 
the Glofs fays, that «v« thxou iy m rnvxaietf §u it was no6 
thought Bt to be mentioned in the repurgation of the lawt 
and that conftitution was very well reprobated by Leo's 
6^ novel. And by the canon law, tit. de forti-legiit $ 
and the general fandlion of the former aft of parliament 
leaves no place for this diflindion. Suitable to all which^ 
John Brough was convifted for witchcraft, in anno 1 6434 
for curing beads, by cafting white flones in water, and 
fprinkling them therewith ; and for curing women, by 
wa(hing their feet with fouth running water, and putting 
•dd money in the water. Several other iaftances are to 
be feen in the proccffes Jed in anno i66i. And the in* 
ftaace of Drummond is very remarkable, who was burned 
^Dr performing many miraculous cures, albeit no malefice*)^ 
was ever proved. 

XL Confulting with witches is a relevant ditty with 
V8, as was found againfl Allifon Jollie, per. 061^ 15954 
and this is founded upon the exprefs words of the a6t. 
The profeflGng likewife (kill in necromancy, or any ixxch 
craft, ia by the forefai4 ad of parliament, a relevant 

• Aid* innocently ufcd. 
\ Malcficc iatbc Scots law ii«?nifiei an aft or cffcft of viCCacrafQ 
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trticle. For the full clearing of which aft, it is fit to 
know that divination wat cither per daBmono-mantiam, 
the invocation of pagan gods, or nanganiam, which was the 
prophecy ing for invocation of fome fublunary thing. 
Magnania is divided in necreovantiam, which was a 
prophccying by departed fpirits, udromantiam, which wa» 
a divination by water, &c. All which fpecics and kinda 
•f divinations by any thing, is comprehended under the 
general prohibition of necromancy, and fuch like a6^s ; fo 
that predi6lion8 and refponfes by the feive, and the fhear» 
and by the book, and all fuch cheats and fpecies of for- 
cery are punifhable by death in this ad. Yet thefc for- 
tidden pradices may fometimes be excufed by ignorance, 
or if it can be cleared, by circumftances, that the ufer de- 
figned nothing but an innocent jed or recreation, Delrio, 
lib. 4. cap* I. quaeft. 4, 

XII. The laft article in criminal libels ufeth ordinarily 
to be the being delated by other witches, which the 
dodors call diffamatio *^ and we, common bruit, and open 
fame, which are never fuftained as relevant per fe, but 
enly joined with other relevant articles ; as is to be feen 
in the forefaid procefs of Margaret Hutchifon, though 1 
think that interloquutor very fevere^ fmce if any of the 
former articles be per fe relevant, they need not the 
afliftance of fame and delation. Sometimes likewifc, 
but with much more reafon, articles that are of them« 
felves irrelevant, are fuftained relevant, being joined 
with fame and delation: an example whereof is to be 
feen in the ^th article of the indidment againft Janet 
Cock, Sep. 7. 1661. In which article (he was accufed 
for having recovered a child by charms, with the help of 
another witch, which other witch had confcffed the fame 
when (he was confronted with the faid Janet 5 likeas, both 
of them were found lying above the child, whifpering 
o;ie to anol^I^er; aad the blood of a dog vir^i fouDd iU^id* 

*Pffamati^ 
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tng in a plate befidc them ; which article was not fuflain- 
ed relevant per fe, but was found relevant, being joined 
with fame and delation. 

XI I L The relevancy of this crime being thus difcuffedy 
the ordinary probation of it is, by confeflion or WitnefTes ; 
but the probation here fhould be very clear, and it fliould be 
certain that the perfon who emitted it is not weary of life, 
or oppreffed with melancholy. 2. Albeit, non requiritur 
hie ut conftet de corpore delidli *, this being a crime, 
-which confifts oft-times in animo f ; yet it ought to be fuch 
as contains nothing in it that is impofiible or improbable. 
tAnd thus albeit, Ifobel Ramfay did, upon the 20th of Aug, 
1661, confefs that the devil gave her fixpence, and faid 
that God defired him to give it her : and at another time 
a dollar, which turned thereafter into a flate-ftone ; the 
juftices did not find this confeflion, though judicial, 
relevant. And to know what things are of themfelves 
impoflible for the devil to do, or at leas what is believed to 
be impoffible, may be feen very fully treated of in DelrIo*8 
fecond book, where it is condefcended that fuccubi Sc in- 
cubi funt pofiibiles ; id eft, that the devil may lie in the 
(hape of a man with a woman, or in the ihapeof a woman 
with a man, having firft formed to himfelf a body of con- 
denfed air ; and upon fuch a confeflion as this, Margaret 
Lawder and others were convid^ed. It is likewife pof- 
blc for the devil to tranfport witches to their public 
conventions, from one place to another, which he may 
really do, by carrying them : and fundry witches were ia 
anno 1665, burned in Culrofs upon fuch a conftffion at 
this. 

XIV. It may be, I confefs, argued, that fpirits and 
immateriar fubilancet cannot touch things material, and 
confequently can neither raifc nor tranfport them ; but if 
we confider how the adamant raifes andtranfports the iron^ 

* Not required this 9s it may conftitute the fubftasce of the crii»f# 
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-and kow the foul of man, which is a fpint, can raifc or 
i tranfpoit the body, and that a man's voice, or a mufical 
found is able to occafion great and extraordinary motion* 
. in other men, we may cafily conclude, that devils who are 
fpiritsof far more pnergy, may produce efFefts furpaffing 
very far our underftanding. And yet I do not deny but 
,that the devil does fometimes perfuade the witches that 
they are earned to places where they never were, making 
.thofc impreffions upon their fpirits, and acquainting 
-them what was done there, which is done by imprefling 
.images upon their brain, and which images are carried ta 
the exterior fenfcs by the animal fpirits, even as we fee 
.the air carries the fpecies of colours upon^ it, though in a 
very infenfible way: and thus we fee likewife, that the 
fumes of wine or melancholy will reprefent ftrange appari* 
;tion8, and make us think them real. Nor ought it to be 
concluded that becaufe thofc witches arc only tranfported 
in fpirit, or in dreams, that therefore they ought not ta 
be punifhed, fince none can be punilhed. for dreaming f 
and that becaufe thofe witches defire to have thefc dreams, 
smd glory in them when they are awake : nor have any 
thefe dreams but fuch as have entered into a preceding 
paAion. I know that the canon Epifcopi in the council 
Qf Anacir, (or the Aqullean council, as others call it) doet 
condemn thefe tranfportations as ialfe, and mere delufions, 
ivhicharc impreffed uponthe fancy of poor creatures by the 
devil, $c cum folus fpiritus haec patitur, ncc non in anima 
fed in corpore inveniri opinantur *, but that ad of that 
council docs not aflert all tranfportations to be imaginary^ 
and dreams, but only declares thofe who thought they 
followed Diana and Herodias to thefe public meetings, ta 
be altogether feduced ; for thefc indeed were feduced; 
for Herodias being dead long fince, could not be at their 
neetings. But from that it is unjuHly concluded, that 
there are no real tranfportations, there being fo many 

• And when the fpirit of itfclf fuffcrs fuch things, they arefvp* 
pofcd to ajQii^ the body ai wcU a« the min^ 
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inllaaeei of thefe tranrportationt giren, both in facred 
aad pi-ofane dory ; and perfont having beea found wound- 
ed, and ^having really committed murders and other info- 
lencies, during tkefe tranfportations. 

XV. Whether it be poffible for a witch to caufe any 
pcrfon be pofTefled, by putting derils into their body^ 
may be debated ; and that it is podible, appears from the 
hiftory of Simon Magus, and many others^ and is teftified 
to be true by St Jerome, in the life of St. Hilarion. 
And iince witches have confcffed that there are devils who 
obey one another, and that there are different degrees 
amongft them ; why may not thofe of an inferior degree 
be forced, by virtue of a pa6lion with thofe of a fuperior 
order, to poflefs men and women at the dcfire of witches i 
Witckes themfelves hare confeffed that this hath been 
done. And I find by a decifion of the parliament of Tho- 
lodusy that devils have been heard to complain in thofe 
that were pofleffed, that they were put there by the en- 
chantment of fuch and fuch women : But upon the other 
bandy it is not to be imagined that devils would obey 
moital creatures, or that God would leave fo great « 
power to any of them to torment poor mortals : and the 
deril, who is a liar from the beginning, is not to be be- 
lieved, in faying that he is put there by enchantments ; 
and though he makes fuch pronifes to witches, yet he 
does in thefe but cheat them ; and if the devil could pof- 
fefs at pleafure, we would fee many more poifefFed thaa 
truly there are. 

XVI. The devil cannot make one folid body to pene- 
trate another, queft. 17. and therefore I think that article 
libelled agaii^ft Margaret Hutchifon, of 'coming to Joha 
Clark's houfe, when doors and windows were fhut, (hould 
not have been admitted to probation, fince it is very pro- 
bable they would have fearched the houfe after the fecond 
or third night's fear ; and (he could not penetrate doors 
nor walls. 

XVII. The deyil cannot transform one fpecies into 
i^nother^ as a woman into a cati for elfe he behoved to 
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tmnihilate fome of the fubftance of the woman, or create 
fomc more fubftance to the c^t, tke oiie bding much more 
than the other ; and the devil can neither annihilate of 
create, nor could he mike the ^apcs return, nam non 
datur regreflus a privatione ad habitum * : but if we con- 
iider the ftrange tricks of jugglers, and the ftrangc ap- 
paritions that Kcrchcr and others relate from natural 
caufes, we may believe that the devil can make a woman 
appear to be a beaft, & e contra f , by either abufing the 
fenfe of the beholden, or altering tht medium, by in- 
clofing them in the fkin of the beaft reprefented, or by 
inclofing them in a body of air, fhapcd like that which he 
would havf them rcprefcnt, and the ordinary relation 
of the witneflei, being wounded when the beaft waa wound- 
ed, in which they were changedt may be likewlfe true, 
cither by their being really wounded within the bod|r of 
air in. which they were inclofed, or by the devil's inflidling 
that wound really himfelf, which is Delrio's opinion. 
But it would feem hard to condemn any pcrfon upon the 
confcflion of what feems almoft impoflible in itfelf : and I 
tannot allow inftances in the journal books, where poor 
creatures have been burned upon fuch confcflions, without 
other ftrong adminicles. 

XVI IL The devil may make brutes to fpeak, or at 
leaft fpeak out of them, queft. i8. 

He can alfo raife ftormi in the air, and calm thefe that 
ire raifed, queft. 1 1 . And yet it being libelled againti 
Janet Cock, that fhe faid to thefe who were carrying a 
witch to be executed, ** Were it not a good fport if the 
devil fhould take her from you j" likeas, a great ftorai did 
overtake them when they were carrying her to the place^ 
it having been a great calm both before and after ; 
yet this article was not fuftained relevant, fince it 
might have proceeded from folly, or jelt, or van» 
jadantia f . 

♦ When the fhapc isdeflroyed, It is impcfliblc to reftorelt* 
■|- Oa the oiher haud. \ Vaiii boafling. 
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XIX. The deril may I'nflia difcafci, which it as rfl 
{c&, he may occaAon appb'cando adliva paflivis *» and by 
the fame means he may likewife cure : a clear inftance 
ivkereof appears in the marriage-knot. And not onljr 
may he cure difcafes laid on by himfelfy as Wierua ob« 
ferves, but even natural difeafes, iince he knows the na<^ 
tural caufes and the origin of even thofe natural difeafet^ 
better than phyficians can, vfrho are not prefent whca 
difeafes are contraded, and who being younger than he, 
muft have lefs experience. And it is as untrue, that Di<« 
vus Thomas obferves, who afferts that cures performed br 
the devil cannot continue, fince his cures are not naturaL 

And fince he both may make fick, and may make whole^ 
it follows that he may transfer a difeafe from one perfon 
to another. And I find that it being libelled agafnft 
Margaret Hutchifoo, that (he took a difeafe off a womaik 
to put it on a cat : it was alledged that this article waa 
not relevant; becaufe, i. Una faga non potefl effe lig- 
ans & folvens in codem morbof . z. That in fuch tranf<^ 
adtions as thcfe, the devil never ufed to intcrpofe hit 
(kill, except where he was a gainer ; and therefore though 
he would transfer a difeafe from a brute beafl to a rational 
cfeature, yet he would never transfer a difeafe from a 
rational creature to a brute beaft both thefe defescet 
were repelled. Many witches hkewife confefs that they 
canBOt cure difeafes, becaufe they are laid on by witches 
of a fuperior order, who depend upon fpirits of a higher 
degree. 

6ome think that they may innocently employ a witch 
to take off the difeafe impofed by another 5 and lay it 
upon the witch who impofed it, even as men may inno- 
cently borrow money from a ufurer, to be employed for 
pious ufes, ©r may caufe an infidel fwear by his falfe gods, 
for eliciting truth : and that in this manner devils are 
rather punifhcd than ferved. But fince all commerce 

f By app lying adivcs to pafli ves. 
^ The fame witch cannot both caufe and cure a difeafe* 
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%ith dcvilf 18 unlawful, this praAicc is juftly te^f 
probated hj D. Autun, p. 2. difcourfe 48* But 
yf t it is thought lawful to all who are bewitched, to 
dciire the bewitchers to take off the difeafe, if it can be 
removed without a new application to the devil, but only 
by taking away the old charm ; or it is lawful to any 
to remove the charm or figm of it, if it be in their power, 
D. Autun. pag. 825. 

XX. Witches may kill by their looks, which looks bc- 
iflgfuU of venomous fpirits, may infedl the perfon upon 
whom they look, and this is called fafcinatio phyfica, fed 
fafcinatio vulgaris, quas dicitur fieri per oculos teneroruni 
puerorum vel parvorum pprcorum vana eft & ridicula, Del. 
lib. 3. q. 4. fe6l. i. 

I know there are who think all kinds of fafcination by 
the eyes, either ao effe A of fancy in the perfon affeifled, 
or elfe think it a mereillufion of the devil, who perfuades 
witches that he can beftow upon them the power of killing 
by lookS) or elfe the devil really kills, and afcribes it falfe- 
ly to their looks : whereas others contend, that by the 
received opinion of all hiftorians, men have been found to 
be injured by the looks of witches : and why may not 
witches poifon this way, as well as the Bafiliik doth: 
or why may not the fpirits in the eye afFe6l as well as the 
breath ? or why may not looks kill as well as raife paf* 
fions in the perfon looked upon ? nor can it be denied 
but that blearedncfs is begot by blearcdnefs ; and that 
mcnftruous women willfpoil a mirror by looking upon it. 
Likeas there fecms even fomc ground for it in Icripturc ; 
for, Deut. 28 54. " It is faid that a man's eyes (hall be evil 
towards his brother " And fome likcwife endeavour by 
confcquence from Matth« 20. 15. **Is thine eye evil:'' the 
word fiearxmivM fjgnifying in fcripture both to bewitch and 
to envy. Some likcwife think that St. Paul, Gal. 3. i. 
alludes to this received opinion, but conjedure doth fo 

• Natural witchcraft is the efft As of natural caufcs, but that which 
is produced by the cjes cf certain pcrfons or animalsj it vain and ri- 
cicaloas. 
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muck over- rule all thti affair, that it were hard to fix 
crimes upon fo {lender grounds ; and therefore though 
where witches confcfs that they did kill by their looks^ 
their confcflion and Wiefmay, If they be othcrwife of a 
found judgment, make a very confiderable part of a 
crime, where It is joined with other probabilities, yet per 
fe it is hardly relevant. 

XXI. It may be alfo doubted whether witches can by 
amorous potions inchant men or women to love ; and 
though It may feem thai thefe being ads of the foul^ 
cannot be raifed by any corporeal means, yet 1. 4. c. de. 
Malef. & Mathemat. makes this poflible, and punifhable, 
eorum fcientia punienda, & feveriifimis merito legibua 
vindicanda, qui magicis accindi artibus pudicos ad libi- 
dlnem de fixiffe animos deteguntur* : but this law fpeaks 
only of luft, and not of love, as I conceive. Nor can it 
be denied, but that not only witches, but even naturaliftt 
may give potions that may incline men or women to luft* 
And therefore the queflion flill remains, whether witches 
may incline men or women by potions to a fancy and 
kindnefs for any particular perfon ; and though potions 
may indine men to madnefs, yet ife doth not follow that 
therefore they may incline them to love. And though. 
D. Autun doth bring many argiiments from hiftory, and 
pretends that the devil may raife and excite the old fpecles 
of love which lies hidden in the body, and may thereby 
form a paflion, yet thefe are too conjectural grounds to^ 
be the foundatioa of a criminal fentcncs» The Bafilicks 
make the punifhment of this to be deportation, and fa 
fupplies the former law/ 

XXII. Witches do like wife torment mankind, by 
making in^ages of clay or wax, and when the witches 
prick or punce thefe images, the pcrfons whom thefe 
images reprefent, do find extreme torment, which doth 

• The fcveral junifliments ought to he inflidled on thofc, wh©, 
by magic arts, forte chaftc perfons^to the commiflion of a^i ol i«- 
piiriiy. 

D 
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not pioceed from any influence thefc Images have upo« 
the body tormented, but the devil: doth by natural means 
raifc ihefe torments in the perfon tormented, at the fam^c 
▼ery time that the witches do prick or puncr, or hold to 
the fire thefe images of clay or wax ; which manner of 
torment was lately confeffed by forhe witches in Invernefs, 
who likewife produced the images, amd it was well known 
they hated the perfon who was tormented, and upon a 
confefBon fo adminiculate, whches may very judicioufly be 
found guilty, fince conftat de corporc delicti de modo de 
Jinquendi & inimicitiis praeviis*. 

XXII L It is ordinarily doubted whether confeflioni 
emitted before the kirk feflions in this cafe be fuificient : 
iut this 1 have treated more fully in the thle of proba« 
tion by confeflion. Only here I fhall obferve, that Chrif- 
tian Stewart was found art and part of the bewitching 
Patrick Ruthven, by laying on him a heavy ficknefs with 
a black clout, which (he herfelf had confeffed before fe- 
venj minifters, notaries, and others, at diverfe times; all 
vrhich confeflions were proved ; and upon thefe repeated 
confeflions fhe was burned, Nov. 1596. Margaret Law* 
der was convidted upon, confeffion emitted before the ma- 
giftrateg and miniflers of Edinburgh, albeit pad from ia 
judgment, Dec. 9. 1643. fee that book of adjournal, pag. 
349. And if the confeffion be not fully adminiculate, law- 
yers advife that confcffors Should be fubjedled to the tor- 
ture, which is not ufual in Scotland. And it is very 
obfervable that the juftices would not put James Welm 
to the knowledge of an inqueft, though he had confeffed 
himfelfa witch before the prcfbytery of Kirkcudbright, 
becaufe he was minor when he confeffed the crime, and 
the conftffiori was only extra-judicial, and that he nqw 
retraded the fame ; but becsrufe he had fo grofaly preva- 
ricated, and had delated fo many honeft perfons, they 
ordained him to be fcourgcd and put in the corredion 

* It is evident from the nature of the crime mentioned juft now. 
of vhcir hatred ajid previous malice. 
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Bbufe, April 1 7th 1662. It was proved againft Margaret 
Wallace, March 20. 1622. that (he faid that if it could 
be proved that (he was in Greg's houfe, fhc fhould be 
guUty of all the ditty ; and therefore it being proved 
that fhe was in Greg's houfe, that probation was alledged 
by the advocate to be equivalent to aconfcflion, as was 
found againft Patrick Cheyn : to which it was replied^ 
that this could amount to no more than a lie ; and in my 
opinion, it could not have even the ftrength of an extra- 
judicial confcffion,b'it rather imported a denialof the crime. 
XXIV. The probation by witnefs in this crime is very 
difBcult, and therefore focli crimlnis *, or other confeffin|f 
ivitches are adduced ; but though many of them concur^ 
t^ieir depofitions folety, are not efteemed as fufficient, ne 
vel ad paenam extraordinarianv imponendam f , though 
fome think the fame Sufficient to that end, becaufe of that 
general brocard, ex multiplicatis indiciis debilibus refult- 
arc indicia indubitata. But Delrio aflertfi, that the con« 
j^i^ion of fucb teftimonies is not fufficient, ^'nunquan^ 
enim", faith he, ** quae fua natura dubia funt pofTunt 
facere rem indubitatem ut ncc multa agraunum fanuRi 
nee multa non alba unus album nee multa tepida unum cal- 
fidum f . And that the telllmony of one confcffing witch 
was not found fufficient to file the pannel, is clear by the 
procefs of Allifon Jollie, who was aifoilzi'id pen. 061* 
1596. albeit Janet Hepburn, another witch confeft that 
the faid Alifon had caufed her bewitch Ifobel Hepburn, 
whereof (he died ; but though witchcraft cannot be proved 
per focioft crimlnis J, though dying aud penitent witches, 
yet it may be doubted if the confulting witches may 
not be proved by two witches who were confulted : for if 
this be not a fufficient probation, it would be impoffiblc 
to prove confulting any other manner of way, 

♦ Accomplicei in the crime. f- N^t to impofe extraordinary 

punifhmcnts. \ A multitude of weak evidences can never 

e(labU(hone undoubted fa(5k» as many fick cannot make one in health, 
nor many black fi)(^ures a white one, nor many cold fubdaocss a 
warpi ono« $ B/ accomplices in the crime* 

D z 
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^e perfons ta whom the injurieA are done by the 
witchetf are admitted to be witnefles : thus Katherine 
Wardlaw was admitted againft Margaret Hutchifcn ; but 
fometimes they are only admitted cum nola, if the pro- 
bation be not otherwife weaky and thus William Young 
and Agnes Hutchifon were only admitted cum nota» a- 
gainll Beatrix Leflie^ Auguft i66i. And in that pro- 
cefs likewife they received only Agnes Rofs cum noti|, 
becaufe (he was the miftrefs of the two women who were 
maleHciat. Neilfon was admitted to be an ailizer againft 
Margaret Wallace^ though he was brother-in-law to 
John NicoU who had given information for railing the 
ditty, becaufe the ditty was not at Nicol's inftaoce ; and 
yet Starling was fet from being an affizer, becaufe Moor, 
who was alledged to be one of the perfons maleficiat, 
was his brother-in-law. March 2. 1622 • Dickfon was 
there likewife admitted to be an affizciv-fehough he aflifted 
the bailie in taking her, which was found the office 
of a good citizen, and though he had deadly feud againft 
her hufband> lince it was not proved he had any agaioft 
herfelf. 

Women are received witneffes in this crime, as is clear 
by the procefs againft Margaret Wallace, and all the 
proceffes in Auguft i66f. The not (bedding of tears 
hath been ufsd as a mark and prefuraption of witchcraft, 
Sprenger, mal. malef. p. 3. q. 15. becaufe it is a mark 
of impenitence ; and becaufe feveral witches have confefled 
they could not weep : but the being accufed of fo horrid 
a crime may occafion a deep melancholy ; and melan- 
choly being cold and dry, hinders the fhedding of 
tears ; and great griefs do rather aftonifh than make one 
weep. 

XXV. The punifliment of this crime is with us death 
by the forefaid ad of parliament, to be execute as well 
againft the ufer as the feeker of any refponfe or confulta- 
tion, & de jpradiica. The doom bears, to be wor- 
ried at the ftake, and burned. 

By^the civil law, confulters were 'punifhed by death 
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I. 5. c. de mafef. & mathem. nemo arufpicem confuIat» 
aut mathematicum nemo ariolum, angurum et vatum 
prava confeflio nonticefcat fileat omnibus rer petuo dm* 
nandi curiofitas*. In which law, fortune-tellers are alTo 
punifhable ; though with us, dumb perfons who pretend 
to foretell future events, arc never punifhcd capitally* 
But yet 1 have fecn them tortured, by order from the 
council, upon a reprefentation that they were not truly 
dumb, but (feigning themfelves to be fo) abufed and 
cheated the people. The forefaid law is renewed in the 

j5ailiicks 1* 3 ^ h. t. fiinhif t^toreCTa. riPK fAairixnn tn etyn>.X9 
fcsvav et ^1 ;i^ctX.^ettoi x»t ot /t,etyoi fAviii iv aureus rats /lanrttats \avriv 
9ra^iX*ro^ati, aXka* ^i* at^aXtxn rn ^ta ft ^fi^Of riftm^ta v^oxttftefav f. 

But Farin, and others think, that where no perfon is in- 
jured, death (hould not be inflided ; and that imprifon< 
ment and banifhment is nowpradifed by all nations in that 
cafe, lib. i. tom. .3. queft. 20. num. 89* 5t Clarus. fe6t» 
herefis num. ult. But Perezeus thinks this too favour- 
able a puniihment, except the ufers of thefe curious arts 
were induced thereto, out of mere Hmplicity, & fine dolo 
znalo j:: but with us no fuch diilindion can be allowed by 
the Juftices, who mud find all libels relevant, which bear 
conlulting with witches, and that ditty being proved^ 
they muft condemn the pannel to die ; albeit I think the 
council may alter the punifhment, if it be clear that the 
ufer of theie ads had no wicked defign nor intercourfe 
with the devil therein. 

XXVI. By the law of England, witchcraft was of old 
punifhed fometimes by death, and fometimes by exile ^ 
but I. Jac. this following flatute was made^ which I here 
fet down, becaufe it is very fpeciaL 

* It (hall not be lawful for any one to confult a fortune-tellfr, or 
one pretending to foretel events by any mathemacicil rules for all 
their declarations are crkninal, and curiofity for diviiiatxon ought to 
be efTedually reftrained. 

t Let none feek advice by the art of divination, for the Chalde- 
ans, and magicians, by no means difeover the truth, wherefore they 
eught to be fubje^ed to capital punilhrnent or public fcourging. 

I And without any evil defign ^ 
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<* If any perfon or perfons (hall ufe, praAffe , or exercife 
invocation or conjuration of any evil and wicked fpirrt, 
or (hall con f lilt, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed or 
reward, any evil or wicked fpirit ; to, or for, any intent 
or purpK)fe, or take up any dead man, woman, or childy 
out of his, her, or their grave, or any other place where 
the dead body refleth, or the fkin, bone, or any part of a 
dead perfon to be imploycd or ufed in any manner of 
witchcraft, forcery, charme, or fnchantment ; or fliall 
ufe, piaAife, or cxcrcife any witch-craft, inchantment, 
charm or forcery, whereby any perfon fhall be killed, 
deftroyed, walled, confumed, pined, or lamed, in his, or 
her body, or any part thereof : that then e very fuch of- 
fender or offenders, their aiders, abbetters, and counfd- 
lors, being of any the faid offence, duely and lattrfulfy 
convidted : and attainted, fhall fuffer pains of death, as a 
felloTi, or feltonj,and fhall lofe the prFviledge, and benefit 
of Clcrgie ; and Sandluary. If any perfon or perfons take 
upon him or them, by witch-craft, inchantment, charm, or 
forcery, to tell or 'declare, in what place any treafure of 
Gold, or Silver, fhould or might be found, or had in the 
earth, or other fecret places : Or where goods or other 
things lofl, or floln, are become : Or whereby any cattell 
or goods of any perfon, fhall be deflroyed, or to hurt or 
deftroy any perfon in his, or her body, albeit the fame be 
not efFefted or done ; being therefore lawfullv convidted, 
fhali for the faid offence fuffer Imprifonment by the fpace 
of a whole year, without baile or mainprife. Once every 
quarter of the year thefe Mountebanks are to mount the 
pilloryj and to fland thereupon in fome Mercat Toun 
lix hours, and there to cqnfefJe his or her errour, and 
offence. 
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OF 

THE BEWITCHING 

or 

SIR GEORGE MAXWELL OF POLLOK. 



Account cf Sir George Maxweliy and his fin J^hn. 
Taken from Crawford's hvftory of the (hire of Renfrew/ 



« Mr. GEORGE MAXWELL of PoIIqIc, obtained 
the honour of knighthood from King Charles I C. He was 
a gentleman of fingular accomplifhmenta, and juftly 
efteemed a pcrfon eminent for piety, learning, and other 
good qualifications. Sir George deceafed anno 1677. 
To whom fucceeded John his fon and heir ; which John 
was raifed to the dignity of baronet, by king Charles I Id's 
letters patent, bearing date, at Whitehall, the 12th of 
April 1682 He was, by King William, nominated one 
of his p'^ivy council for Scotland, upon the firft conftitu- 
tion thereof; and afterwards, in the year 1696, was ap- 
pointed one of the lords coinrolflioners of the treafury of 
exchequer ; and, in 1699, conftituted one of the fcnatow 
of the college ofjufticc, and lord juflice clerk.** 

X.ettcr ysriiich Sir John Maxwell of Pollok ient to George 
Sinclair, profeflbr of philofophy in the college of 
Glafgow, along with the account of the bewitching of 
his father. 

SIR, Polloky ij^th Jum 1 684. 

I fcnd you herewith the true account my father caufed 
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me write from his own mouth, which is the fureft relation 
I can give,TcIthcr of his own trouble, or What concerns 
Janet Douglas, firft difcovercr of thefe pidures. There 
fell out fome Icfs material circumflances in the family, 
during her abode there, whereby it fully appeared^ that 
(he knew what was done in diftant places, and underftood 
languages For inftance, when a chapter in the Greek 
New Teftament was read, die made us undcrftand by 
figns what the purpofes were, (for at that time (he wa» 
dumb, whether really or counterfeitly, it is hard to de- 
termine) and did exadHygi^e an account to myfelf what 
we did at two miles diflant from the place where fhe 
was, without any information given to her which I knevtr 
of. I red your affedionate friend> 

John Maxwell* 
Taken from Sir George Max welPs account 
of his being bewitched. 
Upon the 14th of Oftober 1676, my father was/ur* 
prifed at Glasgow, in the night time, with a hot and- 
fiery diftemper; and coming home the next day, he was 
fixed to his bed. The phyfician, fearing a pleuresy and 
a fev«:r, opened a vein, and the application of medica« 
inents being, made, the fiety heat was abated; he r^- 
Bifiiping ior feven. weeks together under a great pain^ 
chiefly ii\ hisj.rigl^t fide, though not fixed to his bed. 
^Thete had come, to follok-town a young dumb girl but 
A'ni^ whence was not known, who had remained there for 
fqur^Ye^^s before, but feldom frequenting Sir George 
^axwcH's h,Qufe* tiJI ^t length fhe came to tome more fa- 
miliarity jwidj-Q^pvcrfe with his two daughters. Anc^, 
having 06^/crved pi^ Gcorae fick and weak in his body, 
ihe fignified unto them, ^ nat there wal a woman, whole 
fon had'^brd£« his fruit-^atd, that did prick him in 
the fides.r' ' ':. / ' 

And fe^Rfg ^is womW^oAe'day ia the hall of PoUok 
amoagft a great many other company, (he aflured his 
daughter, that this -was the woman ; andi the day follow- 
i^Sf fhe told the gentlemiini That thi9 wpxnaii (wl^ofe 
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aame was Janet Mathie, rdift of (John Stewart, under, 
miller in Shaw-mill) had formed a wax pidure with pint 
in the fide, which was to be found in her houfei in a hole 
behind the fire, offering to bring it unto them, pi-oviding 
fhe were accompanied with men to proteA her from vio- 
lence. At firft thejr hardly undcrftood her, till flie went 
to one of the gentlewoman's clofets, and bringing thence 
a little bees-wax, fhe plyed it before the fire, fhe wing the 
dimenfions and quantity of the pidure. The gentlewo- 
man regarded not the information, becaufe they thought 
it fabulous ; yet his two fervants, Laurence Pollock, and 
Andrew Martin> knowing how much the girl lored their 
mader, and knowing that his life was in hazard, if this 
picture were not found, refolved at all adventures to try 
v^hether the information were true or falfe ; and there- 
fore going along with her to the faid Janet Mathie't 
houfe, one of them planted himfclf onone fide of the fire, 
and the other on the other fide, while, in the mean time, 
the little girl coming quickly by Laurence Pollock, put- 
teth her hand in the hole behind the fire, and then flips 
into Andrew Martin beneath his cloak, the waxen effigy, 
which had two pins in it, one in each fide, but that in 
the right fide, fo long as to pierce through to the other ; 
that in the left was not fo long, nor fo deeply thruflt in. 
This piAure being brought to PoUok, Sir George's fon, 
without acquainting his father, apprehended Janet Mi- 
thie, procuring the next day the Lord Rofs's order for 
conveying hereto prifon. She being interrogated touch- 
ing the piAure, after feveral fubterfuges, alledged, " It 
was the deed of the dumb girl." 

It was alfo enquired, whether Sir George or his Lady 
had given her at any time provocation to this malice ? 
But it was well known, they had been courteous to her ; 
and, upon her complaints, had rebuked fome for fpread - 
ing bad reports upon her name, as not appearing fuffi- 
ciently well founded to a convidion. Only upon the 
14th of Odober above- fpecified, before Sir George 
went to Glaf^^ow, he had called before him a Cervaat m 
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Pollok-town, that had broken his orchafdl m harvejfl.laft, 
who conteffed the fad, and that Hugh Stewart, a fon of 
Janet Mathic's, was his complice. But a bye-ftander dc- 
claredi That he was not now in Pollok laud> but in the 
Darnly. To whom Sir George replied, 1 hope my 
fingers may reach him in Darnly. This was all which 
could be thought a provocation to Mathie, no harm be- 
ing done in the meantime to her fon, whom Sir George 
to this hour doth not fo much as know by the face, but 
hath fuffered him all the time of his ficknefs to live in hit 
mother's houfe, even fince her imprifonment. In the 
meantime Mathie remaining obilinate, was fearched for 
infenfible marks before the ^riff-depute of Renfrew, and 
many famous witnefies, at Paifley, and there were very 
many found upon her. 

After the finding of the piAure of wax forefaid, there 
was fome abatement of Sir George's ficknefs, but not to 
any obfervable degree, fo low was he brought. Butupoa- 
.the 4th of January following, his ficknefs recurred with 
that violence, that for four or five days, his friends and 
relations had no great confidence of his life. But they 
were more amazed on the 7th of January, being the 
Sabbath-day, when they had an exprefs from the dumb 
girl, who was at PoUok-town, but could not get over 
the water to the houfe, the river being fo fwclled at that 
jtime, fignifying that John Stewart, Mathie's eldeil fon, 
had four days- fince formed an effigy of clay, for taking 
.away Sir George's life. And when (he was called for, 
/he declared, it was in his houfe, beneath the bolller, a- 
mong the bed-Ihaw. 

The next day following, James Dunlopof Houfehill, 
and Ludowick Stewart of Achinhood, with fome of Sir 
George's fervants, went to Stewart's houfe, taking the 
little girl with them, refolving to make a very exa£t trial, 
that it might not be faid, that the dumb girl had brought 
any thing hither. Wherefore they caufed John Stewart 
himfelf to light a candle and hold it, while Ludowick Stew- 
»rt^ and another did| in his fight| lift the clay effigy from 
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among ttc bcd-ftraw, bcitcath the bolder (th€ little girl 
all the while Handing at a diftance from the place), but 
^hc pidure having been made only three or four days be- 
fore, and not fufficiently hard, did break into two pieces. 
In it were three pina, one in each fide, and one in the 
breaft. Stewart had nothing to fay for himfclf, but that 
..he knew not who had put that thing there. He was in- 
ftantly apprehended, and fo was a little fifter of his, lately 
entered into the fourteenth year of her age, named An- 
nabil Stewart, who was faid to have whifpered before 
fomewhat of the waxen effigy. This poor'creature proved 
thereafter, through God's favour, a key to the detection 
of making both the pictures. 

At firft (he was very obftinate, but the next day (he 
confeffed, ** That being prefent in her brother's houfe 
the 4th of January, while the clay piAure was formed, 
the black gentleman being prefent, (which was the name 
fhe gave the devil) together with Bc£Se Weir, Margery 
Craig, Margaret Jackfon, and her brother John." But 
when confronted with her brother, flie did not with con- 
fidence adhere to her confeffion. Upon the finding of 
this pidure, Sir George did very obfervably recover in 
his health* and all the pain which was in his fide, did, by 
degrees, wear away. 

John Stewart remained, notwith Handing his fitter's 
confeffion, abpvc.meafute obftinate, until he was fearched 
the next day for infenfible marks, whereof he had great 
plenty; at the finding whereof, he was fo confounded, 
that immediately he confeffed his padlion with the devil, 
and almofl all the other heads expreffed in his judicial 
confeffion after- written ; and declared, " That his accom- 
plices who formed the effigy with him were the fame his 
fifter had named." She alfo came to a free and full con- 
feffion of her padion with the devil, and her acceffion 
to her forming both of the waxen pi dure in her mother's 
houfe, and of the clay one in her brother's houfe. 

Upon information of the premifes, the Earl of Dun- 
donald and the Lord Rofs, granted a warrant for appre- 
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hending^ Befiie W^ir^ Margaret Jackfon, aad Margery 
Craigy iaIio had been fellow-fiftcrs in the aforefaid 
forcery* 

Margaret Jackfon, a woman aged about fourfcore of 
years, after a day or two, confeffed pa6lion with the devil, 
and her acceflion to the making of both the piflurcs, and 
condefcendcd upon the accoraph'ces above-named. Many 
ipftnlible marks were found on her body. 

Upon the 17th of January laft, a third portrait of clay 
was found under Janet JMathie's bolfler in the prifon 
boufe of Pauley, which the dumb girl had given infor- 
mation of. But it feemed to be the pidure of fomc wo- 
man, and probably of fome of the family of Pollok. For 
Annabil Stewart did freely declare, " That their malice 
was againft the whole family of Pollok." For turning 
to young Pollock and his Lady, (he faid, ** And againft 
you alfo>" This portrait was found before four famous 
witnefTes. 

, The lords of His Majefty's privy council, being in- 
formed of thefe pidurcs and tjfigies, the depofitlons of 
three confc fling witjches being fcn^, did grant a comr 
million for their trial, and alfo for the trial of the other 
three that were obftinatc. And in regard of the fingula- 
rity of the cafe, they ordered the procefs to be very fo- 
lemn, commifiioning for the trial fome judicious gentlemen 
in the country, viz. Sir Patrick Gauflon of Gaufton, 
James Brifbane of Bifiiopton, Sir John Shaw younger of 
Greenock, and John Anderfon younger of Dovehill. To 
whom they added Mr. John Preflon, advocate, (a gentle- 
man well feen in criminals, and who exercifed the office 
of juftice-depute ipr fcveral years), a fine qua non in the 
ccmmiflicn. And that the whole procefs might be the 
more cxeift, they appointed George Lord Rofs afleiror, 
with power to vote and decide. And further ordered 
Mr. Robert Martin, clerk to the juflice court, to be 
clerk to the procefs, which was to be recorded in the 
public books of adjourpal. 
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What follows of Sir George Maxwell'i affair, is moilly 
taken out of an authentic copy of the trial of the witches, 
held at Paifley, Feb. 15. 1677, touchingt he bewitching 
of Sir George Maxwell, and part is taken out of Sir 
George's account. 

The commiffioners of jufticiary held their firft court at 
Paifley, the a7th of January 1677 ; before whom Anna- 
bil Stewart, of the age of fourteen years, or thereby, 
when brought lu the prefence of the juftices for the crime 
of witchcraft, declared, that in harveft laft, the devil, in 
the (hape of a black man, came to her mother's houfe, 
and required the declarant to give herfelf up to him ; and 
that the devil promifed her fhe fhould not want any thing 
that was good. Declares, that fhe, being enticed by 
her mother Janet Mathie, and Beffie Weir, who was offi« 
x:er to their feveral meetings, (he put her hand to the 
■crown of her head, and the other to the fole of her foot, 
^nd did give herfelf up to the devil. Declares, that her 
mother promifed her a new coat for doing it. Declares, 
that her fpirit's name was Enippa *, and that the devil 
took her by the hand, and nipped her arm, which con- 
tinued to be fore for half an hour. Declares, that the 
devil, in the fhape . of ii black man, lay with her in the 
^ed und^r the clothes, and that (he found him cold. De- 
clares, thereafter he placed her neareft himfelf. And 
declares, that (he was prefent in her mother's houfe whea 
the effigy of wax was made ; and that it was made to 
rcprefent Sir George Maxwell. Declares, that the black 
znan, Janet Mathie, the declarant's mother, (whofe fpirit's 
name was Landlady ^J Beflie Weir, (whofe fpirit's name 
it Sopha^) Margery Craige. (whofe fpirit's name it 
fdgerumi) and Margaret Jackfon, (whofe fpirit's name f 

• Sir George Maxwell's account fays, *« That the new name the 
devil gave her, was Anippy. f Sir George Maxwell's account 
fays, Janet Mathie her mother, whofe name was, from the devil, 
JLands lady, Beffie Weir, whofe name was Sopha, Margery Craig, 
whofe name was Rigeru, Margaret JackfQO| whof« napie was 
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«ffigy ; and that they bound it on a fpit, and turned it 
before the fire ; and th^t it wai turned by Beflie Weir, 
faying as they turned It, SW George Maxwell ! Sir George 
Maxwell ! and that this was cxpreffcd by all of them, 
and by the declarant. Declares, that the pidurc was 
made in Odober laft. And farther declares, that upon 
the third day of J^uary inftant, Beflie Weir came to her 
mother's houfe, and advlfed her to come to her brother 
John Stuart's, upon the night following: and that ac- 
cordingly fhc came to the place, where fhc found Beffic 
Weir, Margery Craige, Margaret Jackfon, and her bro* 
ther John Stuart, and a man with black clothes, a blue 
band, and white handcuffs, with hoggers^ and that his 
ficet were cloven. And the declarant fat down by the 
iire-fide with them, when they madeapi£lurc of clay, in 
which they placed pins in the breaft and fides. And de- 
clares, that they placed one in every fide, and one in the 
breaft. Declared that the black man did put the pins in 
the piAure of wax ; but is not fure who put in the 
pins in the pidure of clay. Declares, that the effigies 
produced, are the effigies fiie faw made. Declares, that 
the black man's name is Ejoal. This declaration was 
emitted before James Dunlop, of Houfehill, William 
<]^remlaye, &c. January, 27. 1677. Ita eft Roberta^ 
Park, nolariuspubllcus, &c*. 

The fecond confeffion is of John Stuart, who bein^ 
interrogated anent the crime of witchcraft, declared, that 
upon Wednefday the third day of January inftant, Bedle 
Weir, in Pollck town came to the declarant late at 
night, who bting without doors near to his own houfe, 
the faid Beffie Weir did intimate to him, that there was 
^ meeting to~ be at his houfe the next day : and that tb^ 

* Sir George Maxwells account, fays, thli declaration was made 
before famous witnciTeS) fubfcribed by the two notaries pubiic foe 
>.cr, Robert Park younger, Patiick Carfweli in Paiflcy, and fub- 
icribcd-by the commillioncrs. 
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^evit, under the fliape of a black man, Margaret JackfonV^ 
Margery Craigc, and the faid Beffie Weir were to be pre- 
fcqt. And that Beffie Weir required the declarant to be 
there, which he promifed ; and that the next night, after 
the declarant had gone to bed, the black man came in^ 
and called the declarant (juietly by his name; upon which 
he rofe from his bed, and put on his clothes, and lighted 
a candl^. Declares, that Margaret Jackfon, Beffie Weir, 
and Margery Craige, did enter in at a window in the gavel 
of the dedarant's houfe, and that the firft thing that the 
black man required^ was, that the declarant (hould re« 
llounc« hit baptifm, and deliver himfelf wholly to him ; 
which the declarant did, by putting one hand on the 
crown of his head^ and the other on the fole of his foot. 
Aad that he war tempted to it, by the devil's promifing 
that he fhould not want atiy pleafure, and that he fhouldget 
his heart filled on all that (hall do him wrong. Declares 
that he gave him the name oi Jonas for his fpirit's name*. 
Declares, that thereafter the devil required all their 
confents for the making of the effigies of clay, for the 
leaking away the life of Sir GTeorge Maxwdl of Pollot,- 
to revenge the taking the declarant's mother, Janet Ma- 
thie. Declares, that every one of the perfons above- 
named gave their confent to the making of the faid effigies, 
and that they wrought the clay, and that the black man 
did make the figure of the head, and face, and two arms, 
to the faid effigies : Declares, that the devil fet^three 
pins in the fame ; one in each fide, and one in the breafi ^ 
and that the declarant did hold the candle to them all the 
time the pid^ure was making; and that he obferved one 
of the black man's feet to be cloven ; and that his ap- 
parel was black ; and that he had a bluifli band and hand- 
cuffs : and that he had hoggers on his legs without flioes : 
and that the black man's voice \9ti% hough and goufiie. 
And farther declares, that after they had begun the forni-^ 

* Si/ George MaxweU't account fays," That the new name given 
to him by the devil, was Jonas,** 
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iBg of tfec effigies, his fitter Annabil Stuart, a child ot 
thirteen or fourteen years of age, came knocking at the 
door, and being let in by the declarant, (he ftaid with 
them a confiderable time ; but that fhe went away before 
the reft, he haying opened the door to her. That the 
reft went out at the window at which they entered. De- 
clares, that the effigies were placed by Beffie Weir in his 
bed-ftraw. He further declares, he himfclf had envy a- 
gainft Sir George Maxwell, for apprehending Janet K^a- 
thie his mother ; and that Beffie Weir had great malice 
againtt this Sir George Maxwell ; and that her quarrel 
was, as the declarant conceived, becaufe the faid Sir 
George had not entered her hufband to his harveft fervice: 
and alfo declares, that the faid effigies were made upon 
the fourth day of January inftant ; and that the devil't 
name was EjoaL Declares, that his fpirit's name wa» 
yonas ; and Beffie Weir's fpirit's name,, who was officer, 
was Sopha; and that Margaret Jackfon's fpirit's name, 

. was Locas ; and that Annabil Stuart, the declarant's 
litter's, was Enippa ; but does not remember what Mar« 
gery Craigc's fpirit's name was. Declares, that he cannot 

* write. This confeffion was emitted in the prefence of 
the witneffes to the other confeffion, and on the fame day. 
Ita eft, Robertus Park, noiarius publicus, &c*. 

The confeffion of Margaret Jackfon, relidl of Thomas 
Stuart, in Shaws, who, being examined by the juftices 
anent her being guilty of witchcraft, declares that (he 
Was prefcnt at the making of the firft effigies and picture 
that were made in Janet Mathie's houfe in Odobcr; and 
that the devil in the fhape of a black man, Janet Mathie, 
Beffie Weir, Margery Craige, and Annabil Stuart, were 
prefent at the making of the faid effigies, and that they 
were made to reprefent Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, 
for the taking away his life. Declares, that forty years 
ago, or thereabout, ftie was at Pollokfhaw-croft, with fome 

• Sir George Maxwell's account, fays, « Thif conftflion had the 
fame folemaiciee which the former ha^O* 
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few fticks on her back, and that the black man came ta 
her, and that fhe did give up herfelf unto the black mao» 
from the top of her head to the fole of her foot ; and 
that this was after the declarant'* renouncing of her bap- 
tifm ; and that the fpirit's name which he dcfigned her, 
was Locas. And that about the third or fourth of |anu- 
any indent,, or thereby, in the night time, when (he a- 
waked, (he found a man to be in bed with her, whom 
fhe fuppofed to be her hufband, though her hufband had 
been dead twenty years, or thereby, and that the maji 
immediately difappeared ; and declarer, that this maa 
who difappeared was the devil. Declares, that upon 
Thursday the 4th of January iuflant, (he was prefent in 
the hoiife of John Stuart, at night, when the effigy of 
clay was made, and that (he faw the black man thcre» 
fbmetiraes fitting, fometimes (tanding with John Stuart ; 
and that the black man^s clothes were black, and that he 
had white hand-GufTs ; and that 5eilie Weir in PoUoktoun, 
and Annabil Stuart in- Shaws, and Margery Cralge^ 
were at the aforefaid time and place of making the faid 
effigy of clay ; and declares, that (he gave her con fen t to 
the making of the fame ; and declares that the devil's 
name, who compeared in the black man's (hape, was 
EjaoL Sic fubfcribitur, ita eft, Robertus Park, notarius 
publicus,&c*. 

One remarkable paffage which is taken from Sir George' 
Maxwell's account, runs thus i The juftice upon the 
ayth of January, commanded the jailor tt> fix Janet Ma- 
thie's feet in the ftocks, that fhe might not do violence 
to her own life. The man declared, "That the next 
morning he had found her bolder, which the night before 
was laid at leaft fix yards dtftant from the ftocks, now 
placed beneath her : the ftocks being fo heavy, that two 
of the flrongeft men in the country could hardly have 
carried them fix yards : he wondering, did aflc her hoir 

*Sir George Maxwell** account, Diys, "This confcffion had^ 
the fame folcmnitica which t^^e two former had*- 

E3 
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{he bad win to the bolder; (he anfwcrcd, " That 
' fhehad crept alongft the floor of the room, drawing the 
ftocks to the fame place." And before the court, fhe 
faid, " She had gotten one foot free out of the hole, and 
with the other had drawn the Hocks:'* a thing altogether 
impoflible, The (locks being fo weighty, nor was fhe able 
to take her foot out of the hole. 

Upon the 15th of February 1677, the juftices being 
convened again in court at Paifley, John Stuart, and 
Annabil Stuart, with Margaret Jackfon did adhere to 
their former judicial confeflion ; but Janet Mathie, 
Bcflic Weir, and Margery Craige, did obftinately 
deny. 

Kow follow the dcpofitlons of certain perfons, agreeing 
with the confeflions of the above-faid witches. 
Andrew Martin, fervitor to the lord of PoUok, of the 
age of thirty years, or thereby, depones that he was prefent 
in the houfe of Janet Mathie, pannel, when the pifturc 
' of <vax produced was found in a little hole in the wall at 
the back of the fire. Depones, that Sir George's fick- 
nefs did fall upon him about the 1 8th of OAober, or 
thereby. Depones, that the pidlure of wax was found 
on the*— ——^of December, and that Sir George's fick- 
nefs did^abatc and relent about the time the pidlure of wax 
was found and difcovered in Janet Mathie's houfe. De- 
pones, that the pins were placed in the right and left fides ; 
and that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok's pains, as be 
underftood by Sir George's complaining of thefe pains, 
lay moft in his right and left fides. And depones, that 
Sir George's pains did abate and relent after the 
finding of the faid pidlure of wax, and taking out 
of the pins, as is laid. And depones, that the 
pannel Janet Mathie has been by fame and bruit re- 
puted a witch thefe fever^l years by-paft. And this is 
the truth, as he fhall anfwer to God. Sic fubfcrib. Andr. 
^artin. 

Laurence Pollock, fecretary to the lord of PoUok, 
(worn and purged of partial counfel; depones^ that cm 
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the ' day of December, he was in the pannel Janet 

Mathie's houfe when the pidure was found ; and that he 
did not fee it before it was brought to the pannel's door. 
Depones, that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok's iickncfs 
did feize upon him about the fourteenth of 0(^ober, or 
thereby, and he did continue in his ficknefs or diftemper 
for fix weeks or thereby. Depones, that Sir George's 
ficknefs did abate and relent after the finding of the faid 
pi£lure of wax, and taking out of the pins that were ia 
the effigies. Depones, that by open bruit and common 
fame, Janet Mathie, and Beflie Weir, and Margery 
Craige, are branded to be witches. Depones, that the 
truth is this, as he (hall anfwer to God. Sic fubfcrib. 
Laurence Pollock. 

Ludowick Stuart of Auchinhood, being fworn and 
purged of partial counfel, depones, that Sir George's 
ficknefs fell upon him the fourteenth or fifteenth of 
06lober, or thereby. Depones, that he was not prefent 
at the finding of the picture of wax, but that he had fecn 
. Sir George Maxwell of PoUok, after it was found, and 
having feen him in his ficknefs often-times before, he did 
perceive that Sir George had fenfibly recovered after the 
time that the faid pidure was faid to be found, which 
was upon the nth or 12th of December. Depones, 
that Janet Mathie and Margery Craige, two of the pan- 
ncls, are, by report of the country, faid to be witches. 
Depones, that he having come to Pollok, he did fee Sir 
George. Maxwell, whofe pains did recuir, and that his 
pains and torments were greatly incrcafed in refpe6i of 
what they were before the finding of the pidure of wax. 
Depones, that upon the 8th of January, when they \fh 
the faid Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, the deponent, 
James Dunlopof Houfehill, Allan Douglacc, and feveral 
others, did go to the houfe of John Stuart, warlock, in 
Pollok^lhaw, and there he found a pidure of clay in the 
faid John Stuart's bed-ftraw. Depones, that there were 
three pins in the fai(l pidure of clay, and that there was 
one in each fide, and one in the breaft. And depones, 
that being returned to Sir George's houfe, SirGeorge 
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told the deponent that lie found great ea(e of his paini^ 
and that it was before the deponent, Houfchill, and the" 
reft did reveal to him that they had found the faid piAure 
of clay ; and further depones, that this 13 truth, as he 
fhall anfwcr to God. Sic fubfcrib. Ludowick Stuart. 

What follows, 'is taken from Sir George's account. 

The juftices having examined all witneffes in matters 
cf fa£^j touching the efSgics, Sir George's ficknefs, and 
the recovery of his health, upon the finding of the fame, 
confidering alfo the bad fame of thofe who were obftinater 
and having confronted them with the confefling witches,- 
who in their faces avowed their acceffion, in manner ex- 
prefTed in the confefEons above written. Confidering, 
laftly, all other circumftances of their cafe, committed 
them to the trial of a judicious inqueft, who being found 
guilty, were condemned to the fire to be burned, and 
their effigies with them. Only Annabil, 10 regard of her 
nonage, and the evidences fhc feemed to give of herpe- 
nitency, was reprieved by order of the council, but to re- 
main in prifon. In tb« meantime, both fhe and her bro- 
ther John did ferioufly exhort their mother to confeffion ; 
and with tears, did Annabil put her in mind of the many 
meetings (he had with the devil in her own hoiife ; and 
that a fummer'sday would not be fufEcient to relate what 
(he had feen pafs between the devil and her ; but nothing, 
^ould prevail with her obdured and hardened heart. 

Some account of Janet Douglas, the girl referred to m^ 
the account of the bewitching of Sir George MaxweU- 
ofPollok. 

Sir John Maxwell, at the end of the account which he 
fent to Mr. George Sinclair, profeffor of philofophy in 
the college of Glafgow, fays, It h to be noted, the 
dumb girl, whofe name was Janet Douglas, doth now 
fpeak, not very diftindlly, yet fo as fhe may be underftood ; 
and is a perfon that motl wonderfully difcovera things 
paft, and doth alfo underdand the Latin tongue, which- 
ihe never learned. 
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The following is tbe extract of a letter which waf feat 
to Mr. George Sinclair^ profeflbr of philofophy in the 
college of Glafgow. 

** When I was at Glafgow, in fummer 16779 I was de« 
firous to fee the dumb girl, (Janet Douglas.) At my firft 
incoming (he declined to entertain difceurfe, but by friend- 
ly expreOions, and giving her fome money, I gained her. 
I firft enquired anent her ' parentage. ** I do not re- 
member," fays (he, ** of my parents, but only that I 
was called by the name of Janet Douglas by all people 
who knew me. 1 was kept when I was very young, 
by a poor woman who proved cruel to me, by beating 
and als^uiing me ; whereupon £ deferted the woman's 
heufe, and went a-begging." I enquired next how (he 
became dumb. She told me by reafon of a fore fwell- 
ing (he took in her throat and tongue ; but afterwards 
by the application of Album Graecum, *^ which I thought 
faid (he, was revealed to me, I recovered my fpeech." I 
a(ked her, how (he came to the knowledge of witches and 
their pradices. She anfwered, That (he had it only by a 
vifion, and knew all things as well as if (he had been per^ 
fonally prefent with them ; but had no revelation or in* 
formation from the voice of any fpirit ; nor had (he any 
communication with the devil, or any fpirit of that kind ; 
«* only, fays (he, the devil was reprcfented to me, when he 
was in company with any of the witches, in that fame 
(hape and habit he was feen by them."— She told me, 
fhe was altogether ignorant of the principles of religion, 
but had fome fmattering knowledge of the Lord's prayer, 
which (he had heard the witches repeat, it feems, by her 
yifion, in prefence of the devil; and at his de(ire, which 
flic obferved, they added to the word art, the letter w, 
which made it run, " Our Father which wart in heaven ;" 
and made the third petition thus, ^' As on earth fo it 
may in heaven ;" by which means the devil made the. 

application of the prayer to himfelf. 1 remember, 

that one day there was a woman in the town, who had 
the curiofity to give her a vilit, who afked her, " How 
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Ac came to the knowledge of fo many things ? But the 
young wench fhiftcd her, by afking the woman's name; 
flie told her name, fay» the other, " Are there any other 
in Glafgowr of that name ? No, fays the woman. Then, 
faid the girl, " You arc a witch.** Says the other, 
** Then you are a devil." The girl anfwers, " The devil 
doth not reveal witches ; but I know you to be one, and 
I know your pra6lice« too.** Hereupon the woman ran 
away in great confufion, being indeed a pcrfon fufpcf^cd 
of witchcraft, and had been fomctimcs imprisoned on 
that account. .Another womaq, whofe name was 
Campbel, had the curiolity likewife to come and fee her, 
and began to aflc fom€ quellions at her. The wench^ 
ihiftiog to give her an anfwer, fays, ** I pray you tell 
-me where you were yefternight, and what you were 
doing ? M And withal, fays (he, let me fee your arm ;*' 
ihe refufing, the landlord laid hold upon the woman, withr 
fome others in the houfe, and forced her to make bare 
lier arm, where Janet Douglas fhevved them an invidblc 
mark, which fhe had gotten from the devil. The poor 
woman much a(hamed, ran home. A little time after^ 
Ac came out and told her nefghbours, that what Janet 
Douglas faid of her was true ; and earnellly intreated 
them that they would fliew fo much to the magiilrates, 
that /he might be apprehended, " othcrwife the devilr ^ 
faya (he, will make me kill myfelf " But the neighbours 
judging her to be underaj^of di(lra£^ion, carried her 
Jiorae to her houfe; but early .the next morning the 
woman was found drowned in Clyde. The girl like- 
wife told me at Glafgow, being then under no reftraint^ 
that it was re/ea'ci to her fhe would be carried before the 
great council at Edinburgh, imprifoned there, and 
fcourged through the town All which came to pafs^^ 
For about a year after, fhe was apprehended and imprifon- 
ed in the tol booth of the Canongate, aod was brought 
before the council, but nothing being found againfl her, 
flte was difraifR'd f but thereafter, for fevcral crioies 
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<x>mmitted within the town of Edinburgh, ihe was taken 
again, and imprifoned, fcourgrd, and fent away Iq 
lame foreign plantation ; fince which time I have not heard 
of her-— There ar« feveral other remarkable paflages con- 
cerning her, which I cannot inform you of, which others 
perhaps may do ; therefore I (hall abruptly break off, and 
&y no more, but that I am your a£Ee£tionate friend. Mo 
Sinclair fayi, ** This information I have from a difcreet 
underftanding gentleman, who was one of my fcholars 
^ Glafgow fcvcral year« ago.*' 



THE BEWITCHING 

or 

CHRISTIAN SHAW. 



PREFACE, 

TO 

THE NARRAIIVE 

OF 

Ghriftian Shaw* 



Wise men do juftly fufpea^ and are hardly brought 
4q Cfcdit the accounts of extraordinary ftorics j cfpcci- 
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fcHy ancnt witchcraft ; bccaufe the frequent impofturcs 
which the Romanlfts have obtruded on the world in their 
miracles and legends j the many relations of odd thing* 
as done by daemons or wizards, which yet, were either 
falfe or the ground of fimple natural caufes; the ignor- 
ance of feveral judges and juries, who have condemned 
filly creatures merely upon their ridiculous confeffions, or 
other flcnder proof; and the difRculty of conceiving the 
manner or phiiofophy of fome operations and appearances, 
though undoubtedly true in faft ; are good prejudices 
againft a fudden belief, and precautions for an exaft in- 
quiry. But they arc men of weak fouls, deftitute of diftlndt 
thoughts ; who deny all, becaufe they have difcovercd er- 
ror in fome, or condemn as falfe, all fefits which they 
are ignorant how they came to exift : by die fame rule 
of rcafoning that there are no enthufiafts, becaufe the beft 
men have been fometimes miftaken for thefe ; nor are 
there any criminals, in refpe^l fevcrals have fuffered who 
were not truly fuch, conTidering that many hiftories are 
fabulous, therefore none is to be :trufted : And all the 
phasnomenas in nature, whofe invifible caufes they cannot 
(:omprehend, are mere delufions. 

The following narrative, as to the truth of faft, is the 
beft attefted piece of hiAory of this kind, that has occurred 
in many ages : the moft of the matters tberein reprefented 
having gained the affent of private fceptics : and being 
proven before public judges, fo that it is more furprifing 
than the (Irange things of witchcraft, that any fhould fe- 
rioufly deny the being thereof, and from thence difcredit 
fuch ufeful providences at a diftance, when notoriety ha| 
difpelled aU objedions in .the places where they did 
exift. 

Many authors have proven at large, that there are witch- 
es and witchcraft, from reafon, fcripture, antiquity, and 
experience of all nations and ages in the world, and they 
have folvtd the difficulties which might obftruA the belief 
of this pofitive proof, by pofiible hypothefis of phiiofophy: 
v^herc it isto.be obfervedi that though any fuch c^plicf* 
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tions of the natural manner of phKnomeM are fubjeSto 
caTil, yet tbc exiftence of a thing which bath fo ccrtali^ 
poiitive evidence cannot be denied in found reafoning ; 
becaufe angela and men not being niade for civil converfe 
together in this world, and all communion with devils 
being interdifted us, the Scripture needed to unfold little 
<>f their way of adding j and ftill the next age may dif- 
cover what this could not reach, as this has already un« 
veiled what was thought inextricable in the lail, unlefs 
inopoffibllity were prefently dcmonftrated. Therefore 
fucb a (hort hint, as may fomewbat illuftrate the events 
in the fubfequent difcourfe, may fufiice. in the prefent 
cafe ; efpecially iince providence does, by eminent occur* 
rences, rather defign our pradicalin(lru6lion| than afub- 
Jedt of notional fpeculation. 

The devil can aifume a corporeal fhape and befpeak 
man out of it: as he did to Eve, our Saviour, and in 
fome heathen oracles : fp that there is capacity for the 
entering into contrail. Satan is willing thus to infure 
mortals of being enemies to heaven, «arth, and their owa 
falvation, by his indefatigable malice againft all the three: 
jas curiofity in wits, revenge, and difclofure of feerets in 
the great, covetoiifnels in the worldling, or power an^ 
pleafure in all whom he thinks needful, (they being im-» 
pregnable other ways), and is permitted by God, to at- 
tack in this manner, does fufficiently blind thera, to be 
ifufceptible of kis propofals thereancnt We fee daily 
how criminal lufts inflamed by fatan, divert their horror, 
not. only of eternal, but alfo of temporal eminent torments ; 
perverting thcfe inftinAs of nature which might fright 
them from furrendcr. But further, he does commonly 
'facilitate his conqueft on witches^ by decaying them piece- 
xieal to his lure, through the mediation of others fron* 
^mong mankind that are already embarked, till they be 
prepared, and he get an opportunity of making with 
them an explicit tranfaAion. 

That accordingly Satan has dc hAo preyailed in mak*» 
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ing torctrtn and wkchc«, appears from the teftimony of 
4he wifeft and bed rn all ftates and times. 

The heathens, by nature and practice, difcoverirtg this 
truth, made laws againft maleficos and mathematicos *, 
(thefe laft, though they aflumed the name of ah art much 
encouraged by the legiflators ; yet Were knovvn, under the 
cloak thereof, to confult the devil ancnt the fates of men 
andftates) which the Roman fcnateand people did execute; 
and even the Perfians, in fome good reigns did the fame. 
Under the Old Teftament difpenfation the magicians of 
Egypt and Babylon were baffled by Mofes and Daniel; 
Balaam and the witch of Endor were baiHed,juft judgments 
were inflidlcd on Jezebel, Maaaflch, and the ten ttibcs 
for their forccries, and witchcrafts amongft other crimes; 
and the laws made agalnft fuch, as diftinft from other 
gitiilt under the New Teftament Simon Magus, wKo be- 
witched the people of Samaria ; Elimas the forcerer, who 
was ftruck blind at Paul's rebuke; the Pythoniflc girl whp 
fecms to have been poffell of confcnt, becaufe ihe was not 
tormented, but got profit thereby ; and fuch as confeffed 
(hewed their deeds and burned their books in Ephefus; 
are undeniable iiiftances of witchcraft. Finally, there arc 
prophecies of falfc Chrifts with figns and wonders, able to 
deceive, if poffible, the very elcdl : general councils have 
made canons agalnft thefe wretches; and the experiment- 
al knowledge of injured mortals, with the public fen- 
tences which did vindicate the fame ; in fubfequent ages, 
are delivered down to us by the writers thereof. Hence 
Guilielmus Linenfis, a popifh dodlqr, was juftly put to 
death, eVen though he died penitent, he having confeffed 
witchcraft, (whereof the written covenant was found ia 
his pocket), and that his fhare of the devil's fervice was 
to pcrfuade and preach that witches were only filly deluded 
melancholiafes, whereby their confcflions were no proof. 
His fuccefs was fuch in this work of darknefs, that the 
people and judges did flack, and witches were yaftly muU 

t Witches and Mathematiciani* 
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tipliedin few years, Tid. Pet. Mamorius dc Lamiis; wti(f 
gJTc't an account of the procefs from authentic records. 
Through thefe period*, it is obferved, that Satan has oft 
fliifted the fcehe, and turned himfcrlf to many fhapes, as he 
fotiad it mod accommodating to his purpofes: whereby the 
manner of apparition of de?iU has been different, according 
to the date of the times. So of old Satan appeared, and 
was worihipped as fuch, for deprecating his mifchief, 
which is faid to be retained in fome of the mod barbarous 
|>1aces of the Indies to this day. 

In the darknefs of popery the devil was transformed int<> 
a more innocent fpirit*, in the brounies and fairies. Thefc 
were then very frequent, he having impudence thus to 
appear openly, proportional to the knowledge of men, over 
whom his reign was fo universal, as it is related to con- 
tinue in the more northern regions at this day. But fmce 
light has broke out in our horixon, he oftener works exw 
ternally by magicians and witches, and internally on the 
kills of men, being now moftly retrained to his own fphere» 
or fubjcfts. Yet ftill he enfnarcs fererals j partly, by aping 
the ordinant:es of God ; efpecially as they are corrupted 
in the Romifh church, whence fo many monks and nuns 
as already prepared, have been found overcome. So he 
keeps with them public affcmblies in the night of extra- 
ordinary merit. They formally worfliip him by many 
inimical geftures ; he imprints on them a kind of facra- 
nient ; he infiids dreadful penances on fuch as have not 
executed the commanded mifchiefs ; he teaches them odd 
words and figns, upon repeating of which exorcifms, he 
(it being his intereft) effcAuates the fore-padioned ope- 
rations, &c. 

Bttt though what he does of himfelf, or on the watch 
word or cnlign of forcerers or witches, may, by col- 
leftion, and artful difpofal of matter and form, appear 
furpriling ; yet he cannot work againft nature, or fo ap- 
• That prctcRde J to forctel d^ithi, reveal th« di;fun»5li, will difco- 
ver occult murder do other friendly •ffieei, &c. wliich were fubtle 
Means of inducipg to him and relying on him. 
f 2 
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f^ty aAIves to paffiVeSy as to overturn the oourfe thereof > 
fince that it only competent to its author, who alone 
can do true miradeti or know immediately the thoughts 
0f man. Yea, after the fall it is like, that even Satan'* 
'natural powers are come down below thoieofgood an- 
gels ; and it is certain, that he is often befooled in his 
defigns by providence : notwithftanding whereof he re- 
tains fo much as (being permitted) ia fuffictent to bring 
jsbouti by unfeen natural meanS) moft of the extraordi- 
nary appearances, that the generality of the learned 
have attributed to him ; and particularly thofe in the fub- 
fequent narrative : many of which, though they arc be- 
yond the efficiency of difeafe, deceit, or any vifible caufe; 
yet may be the effe£ts of (ome fuch unperceived means as 
Ibllow. 

There is no difficulty in Satan's tranfmitting in a 
(hort time an account of things which are paft ; fince it 
is known he goes to and fro in the earth ^ yea, he may 
have certainly foretold fome future events, as Ales^ander's 
fuccefs again fl Perfia, &c. feeing he underllands and 
may ileal the great revolutions of the world, 
out of the prophets ; wherein they are fo gra* 
phically circumfcribed'; or he may difcover his own refo« 
lutions whenever he is commiffioned or permitted to ex- 
ecute a judgment ; which is the cafe of thofe whom for 
feeking their horofcops, God gives over to him to whom 
they do apply ; and of Saul, who got fo exa6i an account 
of his own end by the Philiflines. But without fome 
iuch aid, Satan can only guefs like the phyfician by the 
urine, or politician by the crids of ilates, which is the 
caufe that mod of his oracles are ambiguous. 

His tranfporting of witches is clfewhere explained. 
He can raife hurricanes, as appears in Job, which are 
known to carry over tracks of fca and land, very ponder- 
ous bodies ; as it is eafy for him to condenfe a part of 
the vehicle, wh'ch may proted the breathing and yet cut 
the air, like the fence of dyvers, and beak of a flo'op ; ia 
which alfo he affe&s the magnifying of his natural povr- 
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crttobcao lefsthan of good angefs, whcr eranfportcd 
Eackiel and Elijah. His covering of the witches from 
fight, at fome times, is alfo cleared from the difficulties 
which fecm to attend it, io another place, where it ap» 
pears very poffible that his /kill in optics, rcflcdion and 
refradion of light, &c. to which his power and agility z^ 
a fpirit fubmlniftrates materials, may effeduatc all that 
can be proven to be true fadl in the cafe. 

But Glanvil, More, and others, lay another hypothcfis 
In both, viz. That the foul is feparable from the body 
in fome cafes, without death : when by God's permilfion, 
Satan, of the parties confent, gets power over foul and 
body ; whereby he may carry away the one from the helm 
of the other, and fet it back again in its feat ; providing 
the vital fpirits which make the body a fit receptacle, bo 
well prcfcrved by ointments, that conftridl the pores till 
the return of its gueft ; but death enfues from a fepara- 
tion, when the organs of the body are rendered altogetheip 
unapt to obey the fouPs commands in its fundtions. if 
fuch an opinion could be true, Satan might place this cap^ 
tivatcd fpirit to a6iuate any fhape he thinks fit. 
But there needs not fo much metaphyfics to unriddle thai 
appearances of witches as beads and the like : fince their 
real pcrfons may be covered with a vehicle, which by 
difpofal of the rays coming therefrom, may fafcinate the 
eyes by the fame imprcflidns that come from the true 
Aght of fuch. His power of reprefcnting another thing 
in lieu of that which is truly prefent, is fo certain that it ia 
found Jie may make up the image of perfons who are not 
prefent at all. For it is undoubted that fpiritual devil© 
may fometimes be permitted to reprefent by phantoms 
the moll innocent and praife- worthy men, as devils in- 
carnate do traduce them. He that accufeth the brethren; 
and imitates an angel of light, may likewife perfonate the^ 
children of light by his delufions : yet the antecedents^ 
concomitants, and confequents, of fuch providences, do 
readily propalc the falfehood, fa as thcjnft m«n, for the 
moH part| (hall not periih in his rightcoufnefs, and God^ 

F i- 
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ifi his ordinary providence, will not laugh at the trial of 
the innocent, though fometimcs it fall out, that the fons 
•f Belial may {wear away the life of an innocenc 
Naboth. 

There are fcveral other things of lefs difficult explica- 
tion. Particularly, the devil, or witches might have bcea 
heard in converfe by the maid, and not by others, the 
fame way as a found direded through a fpeaking trumpet 
does reach the ears to which it is aimed, without difperf- 
ing towards the intermediate that are not in a ftraight 
line betwix-t. The confederated devil, may, npon the 
witches defire, infufe poifonous humours, extraded from 
icrbs of the fame invifible operation with the fteam o€ 
mad dogs, or the peftilence; which being joined to the 
rapidous courfe of the patient's own fpirits, humours, and 
blood, that Satan, by ingyring himfelf thereunto, may„ 
through the natural means of pulfion, fet in career, can. 
very well produce thefe extraordinary motions which are 
mentioned in the following account. They delight much 
in the torture or deftruftion of young children, in envy of 
Chrift, who is tender of fuch little ones;, and becaufe the 
crinre 18 the greater the lefs the patient has offended, or 
can relift. They ufe, or make others to repeat fcripture 
words for gaining credit, or alleviating the terror, or to 
difgrace the word, by fuch a mock uie, as they did in the 
lime of our Saviour, and therefore their tcftimony was 
rebuted. It is obfervable from many pafTages, that he 
haftcns fometimea, and effects their difcovery, by his ma- 
lice agarnft their prefent temporal enjoyments ; uncer- 
tainty of their continuance ; and infatiable defire for their 
full wreck* Yet fome of them, who ate moft malicioufly 
bent, he thinkfrfit to keep here, as ufeful inftruments ; 
and providence permits others to live, that they, wilfully 
iilb'ng up their meafure, under means> may be finally inex- 
fiufable. 

As to thofe, whom in fecret judgment, the devil is 
permitted to torment: but, in mercy, not to overcome : 
he may be carried thereunto from his defign of perverting 
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ihcm by terror, whereof he is at hft difappoinleJ. And 
however, the defacing of God's image, and cfpecially ia 
defpight of Jefus Chrift, who honoured that nature by 
affuming it, is his chief delight : or he is condraiiYcd td 
make fuch ftupendous appearances againft his will (bc- 
caufe he is mod fuccefsful when he is leaft known) for a 
ylfible teftimony fuperadded to the greater gofpel proofs, 
in grofs times, that there are fpiritsand a devil to torment 
them, as it is oblfervable that this was denied by Mr. 
Aikenhcad (though he died in full: conviAion thereof) at 
the time when thefe things fell out in the country. Or 
providence may toleiatc fuch fufferings, that they though 
intended by the devil for an inftance of malice, may, by 
their notoriety, be a mean of moving the difcovery, and 
bringing to juftice thefe mifcreants, whom he made ufc 
of as his inftruments in them: and who may hare lived 
long in rebellion againft heaven, and deftrudion of man- 
kind, by malefices of the fame foit, which fell out in this 
cafe. Finally, the abundant and efficacious grace of 
God is confpicuous in enabling a young girl to relift to 
the utmoft, the beft laid aflaults of the evil one, as it is 
certain that he fhews the greateft malice in countries 
where he is hated and hateth moft, and the nearer hit 
reign be to an end. 

There are many other profitable inftrudlions which arife 
from this wonderful providence, for fuch difpenfations 
have their own language, and the man of wifdom fhall fee 
God's name. 

The ufages of charms for men or beafts, certain charac- 
ters, wordsj vcrfes, and fpells ; the obfervation of timci 
and feafons as lucky, or unlucky ; the belief of having 
fuccefs by carrying about fomc herbs, plants, or branches 
of trees, and many the like fuptrftitions, which can 
have no natural cafualt.y on the efFedls dc fired, are the 
very rudiments of witchcraft, and an iniplicit application 
to the devil for virtues which God has denied to things ; 
whence they are to be abhorred as finful in themfelves and 
tntrodudiory to explicit engagemeat. So grofs ignorancej|. 
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profane loofenefs, flupid forgetfulnefs of God, and ne-' 
gledl of his worfhip in clofcts and families; malice, envy, 
revenge, difbontent, oppreflive fear of want, and diRruftful 
anrrcty of fpirit, finally, a libidinous temper, curfcs, im- 
precations, and iinful curiofity, arc to be cvited as paving 
the way to the fame mlfchlef. 

Let none inveigh againft a profeffion of religion, be- 
caufe fome under that fpecious covert have been found in 
league with the devil. It is becaufe of the glorious 
luftre and excellency of our holy faith, that thefe mifcrc- 
ants paint' themftflvcs with it, whereby likewife they may 
be lefs fufpeded. And more able, fubtily to gain on o- 
thers, and do their mafter's work. So it was no (lain on 
the apofties that one of their number had a devil, was a 
traitor and cheat ; nor that Satan transforms himfelf in- 
to an angel of light, of defign that the good ways of the 
Lord n)ay be evil fpoken of. Neither let us be under a 
llavifli fear and terror of that hellifh tribe, in truckling to 
their humour, leaft they fhould do harm, which favours of 
)\*or{hipping and paying homage to the devil ; whereas we 
pught only to make the Lord of hods our fear and our 
^read. 

There Is no juft ground to refledl on particular perfon* 
or families, upon account of fuch troubles. For no man 
Jcnoweth either love or hatred by all that's before thcm^ 
All things come alike to all. And fuppofe ye that thefe 
were finners above all the Galileans, or above all that 
dwelt in Jerufalem ? The infinite wife God may thus 
^ry faith, patience, and Chriftian fortitude. Job and out 
Saviour were affaulted ; and feven devils caft out of Mary 
Magdalene a chofen veffcl unto the Lord. A daughter 
of Abraham's was bound by Satan eighteen years; and 
his meifenger was fent to buffet the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles, The woman of Canaan^ Matth. xv. 
22. imd the godly man, Mark ix. 24. had their 
neareit relations vexed in this manner ; and bleffed 
be the Lord that has left fuch inftances on record for pre- 
vention of ftumbling. Though it muft be confcffed that 
the fame charity which judges well of ail things cannot 
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Imt alter its remark, when its proof is fufficieatljr detr 
frdm the viraj in which the perfon affeded did i^rmerlj 
walky finoe prefumptiont do always cede to truth, and 
lawyers hare a maximi that la re clara no* eft loous co%- 
jeduris. 

Thefe things may meet with a very different rcccptioa, 
cfpecially ia this unhappy age and place of the worlds 
where Britain may be termed the unfortunate ifland; Afria 
ftever hariag been more fertile in the produAion of moa« 
fters ; fmce 'tis obferred that through aU the fucceflions 
of men, there was netcr before, any fociety or coIlcftiTC 
body of atheifts, till thefe dregs of time; though there 
might have been here and there fome mis(hapen birth8« 
But wifdom is juftifiedofher children, and 'tis the feafon 
of Sampfon to awake when DcKlah gives the alarm, that 
the. Phdiftines are upon him. What, peace 1 fo long as 
^e whoredoms of Jezebel and her witchcrafts are fo many^ 
But good things are hoped of our magiftrates, who have 
already fo happily begun^ 

The apodle faid of Job's trials, ye have heard of thd 
patience of Job, and have ken the end of the Lord. So, 
in this narrative you have a deplorable (cheme of this 
maid's formidable fits, and of the powers of darknefs that 
combined, not only for ruining her body, but alfo for 
murdering her foul. In the meantime, the hearts of 
many were bleeding for her, and much application was 
made to God in her behalf. Divers folemn fads were 
^bferved, both in her father's family, in the pari(h> and 
throughout the bounds of the prefbytery, and elfe where ; 
hercaie was exprefly minded in public addrefTes to the 
throne of grace $ till at length there was a general fad 
religioudy kept in moft parts of the fynod, that God 
might give an effedlual check to Satan's rage and domi- 
nion in the country. Boading of prayers is to be ab- 
horred, yet it is our duty with all gratitude, to acknow- 
ledge God the hearer, and to proclaim to the v^orld, the 

* la this cafe ic is evident the thing is not a conjecSare* 
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0S±ccfkncf of tlicm, upon thi« Tcry bccafioir : J'or W 
hith not turned away his car frotn u«, if being the com- 
fortable rtfult ef this hiftory, that the girl hath been per- 
fe^ily well for niany months: atid is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire ; and have not the fplinterg where- 
with the witches thought to hare deftroycd her, recoiled 
back upon fome of themfelveti and we wait execution of 
j»4fticc on th« reft. 

* • * Thc'devil could not enter the herd of fwine, nor touch 
one hair of JoJj'jS head, ' without* pcrmiffion from him 

"m^hofc kingdof^]^ ruleth over all i'xvherec though our enc- 
tnies be very indefatigable and invifible, yet we dre under 
tjie condudl of the' watchman who neither flumbers nor 
^eps ;' to whom darkncTs and light are both alike ; and 

^greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the world; 
So that unlcfsvire wilfully forfeit our privileges, there it 
no fear ofcounterpoifiDg the wicked ones, throwing. dowir 
the gsttitlet to all their proje^s or niachinationsi fince nei« 
ther angels, principalities, nor powers, ihall be able to (e- 
j>arate us from the love which is in Chrift Jcfus otn* Lord; 
and though no argument can be drawn from any merit in 
us, yet We'll carry the day ag^inft all the militia of hell 
under the captaill of our falvation, fince he will reft in his 
own love. I^ this the manner of man, O Lord God ? 
yet a little while the devil and his accomplices will be 
caft into the bc.tomlefs pit, and we tranfported into Im- 
hianuel's land. 

It will not be a natural fturdinefs of temper, nor a Kfe» 
Icfs mentioning of the name of God or Chrift, that can 
flicker us from thofe devourers, as appears in the fevcn 
fons of Sceva, Adls xix, but if the Lord be God, thenr 
follow him ; for who is he that will harm you if ye be 
followers of that which is gobd ; he will give his angels 
charge of thiee to keep thee in all thy ways. Great peace 
have they that love thy law, and nothing fhall offend 
Aem. And they wreftle moft fucCefsfuUy agiain ft prin- 
cipalities and powersi who fight upon their kneesi at 
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Tefifltng of tic dcril ig the way to make him flec^ 
ftonfi us, 

Yet whom S^tan cannot obtain to be tortured hercaftcf 
he will (when permitted) torment in this fide of time; 
hence If pofltffions of bodies be fo great a plague, how* 
jhucb^worfc'^is it to have him reign mafler of our fouls f 
Wherefore let us watch and pray againft every- fin, the" 
leaft of which is more pleafmg to him and worfc to lis 
than the being fo corporally tormented. 

If Satan, as a fpin't, may infinutte hlmfelf into our hu-i 
^Clours, no wondcl- that by having fuch advantage in tlie 
temper, he can influence the phlegmatic to floth, the cho- 
leric to anger^ the f^ipguine to lull and finful pleafurc^ 
the melancholic to dcfpair, &o. , So they who think that 
.they ftand, have need to take heed left they fall, and to 
pray that the watchman of Ifrael may mike an hedge ;a- 
.bout them and their houfe, and about aU that they h^ve 
on every fide. 

Xiet tliis not only roufe our diligence and flir up our 
gratitude fpr not being affeded alike : but. let it rec^l - 
our admiration and love of J^fus Chrift, who hath freed 
our fouls and bodies from the power and flaycry of Satan; 
and finding oiirfelyes too ivcak for him, in awarding thefe 
deluding pleafurcs which procure our being defertcd by 
God, and are ^tan*s baits to this fearful thraldom ; lot 
us ruB to the rock of ages for protection and fupporti our 
/ufficiency being only of God. _ 

Seeing there are witches and devils, there are alfoim* 
inort4 foul* of the firft, fince the laft.do contrad fqi? 
.them, and take fuch pains to retain them ; fo that the 
Sadducees, though they have a judicial blindnefs in their 
^reafon, ?re hereby rendered Inexcufable by very fenfe. 
Evil books which flir up and enfnare curious fancies, 
,that are feldom accompanied wjth accurate judgmente, 
(the fouPs looking outward diverging it from diving into 
the depths of truth) are to be reft rained ; and alfo.fuch 
ridiculous pamphlets, as no doubt^ by the inftigation of 
S?^api have lately beca fcQt abroad^ of defign to fruf* 



d by Google 



Irate any^eed uk which might be nade of ilich tare 
provideRces, as are contained in the enfuiDg narratlTe, by 
forging others, or difguifing thig. 

This has been delayed fo long to be publi/hed, partly 
that there might be the mor^e narrow Scrutiny made ioto 
the mattersof fa£i : and partly, by fome accidents which 
did retard it. In it the reader is iiot to expe6l any ac« 
-curacy of ftyle, bccaufe the defigned (hortnefs did occa^^ 
Hon the wrapping up of much matter in fmall bounds, 
and the punctual exaAnefs of truth in every circumflance 
yfM the chief aimi io that o^her defei^ ought to be the 
lefs quarrelled. 

The firft edition of this Preface, Narratnrc, &c. was print- 
ed at Edinburgh, by Jajhes Watfon in 1 698, and entit- 
led, **True Narrative ofthcfufFeringsand relief of a 
Young Girl, who was flrangely moleiled by evil fpirits 
and their inftruments in the weft. CoUcftcd from 
authentic teftimoniesi with a j)reface and poftfcnpt. 

Containing reflexions On what is moft material or 
curious, either in the hillory or trial of the Seven 
Witches who were condemned and burnt 
IB the Gallowgreen of Paifley. 

Job ii. 6* And the Lord /aid unto Satan, heboid, be is h 

thine hands but /ave his life. 
Matth. XV. 22. Have mercy upon m/, Lord^ thou Jon of 

David ; my daughter is grievoufly vexed with a devil. 
SoM.xv 20. jind the Cod oj peace Jball hruife Satan under 

your feet Jhortly?* 
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NARRATIVE, 

OF 

THE SUFFERINGS AND RELIEF 
OF A 

roVNG GIRL. 



I 



T was about the end of Auguft 1695, when the firlt 
rife and occafion was gvitn^ (fo far as can be known) to 
thefe ftrange things that befel the child, who is the fub« 
je£k of this narrative, and the manner was thus s 

Chriftian Shaw, daughter to a gentleman of good ac- 
count, called John Shaw, laird of Bargarran*, in the pa* 
rifti of Erlkine, within the fhire of Renfrew : a fmart 
liTeljT girl, and of good inclinations, about eleven years o£ 
age, perceiving one of the maids of the houfe, named Ka« 
therine Campbell, to fteal and drink fome milk, (he told 
her mother of it ; whereupon the maid Campbell (bein;^ 
a young woman of a proud and revengeful tempeii an4 

* " A little towards the feuth from the caftle of Erikine, ilacdi 
the houfe of fiirgarran, the feat of John Shaw of Bargarran. whofe 
anceftorf, for nigh rhrte hundred years, have poflefled thefe lands, 
and derive their <iefcent from a younger brother of the family of 
Sauchte, now reprefented by Sir John Shaw of Greenock (anna 
169 7 1 The intermarriages of thifr houfe have been with fome of 
the mod confiderable gentry of this country ; as the families of 
Kclfoeland, Mains, Raifs. Woodhead, Glorat, Liviogftone of Hain^ 
tng, Craigends, and Morthbar.*- 

Cravfmrdi Riftory 9/tht Sbin o/Mtn/rtVf* 

o 
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iptich addlAed to curfing and fwearing Upon any light 
-occaiion, and othcrwife given to purloining) did, in a 
moft hideous rage, thrice imprecate the curfe of God 
upon the child ; and at the fame time did thrice utter 
thefe horrid words, The devil harlc (that is, drag) yout 
foul through hell. This paft upon Monday, Auguft 1 7th, 
in prefence of fereral witneffes, who afterwards made evi- 
dence of it. 

Upon the Friday following, being Auguft 2 rst, about 
fun-riiing, one Agnes Naefmith, an old widow woman, 
ignorant, and of .a siajicious dispofition, addi£ied to 
threatnings, (which fometimes were obferved to be fol- 
lowed with fatal events), who lived in the neighbourhoodj 
came to "Pargarran's honfc ; where finding the child, 
Chriftian, in the court with her younger lifter, ftic aikcd 
how the lady and young child did, and how old the young 
fucking child wa^ 5 to ;vhicb Chriftian replied, what do 
I know ? Then Agnes afked, how herfelf did, and how 
old Die was ; to which (he anfwered, that fhe was welly 
and in the eleventh year of her age. 

On the Saturday night thereafter, being Aug. 22, the 
child went to bed in good health ; but fo foon as fhe fell 
aiflcep, began to ftruggle and cry. Help, help ! and 
then fuddcnly got up, aiid did fly over the top of a rett- 
ing bed, where flie was lying (her father, mother, and 
others being in the room, and to their great aftonifhment 
and admiration) with fuch violence, that probably her 
brains had been dafhed out, if a woman, providentially 
ftanding by, and fupported by a door at her back, had 
not broke the force of the child's motion j who being 
laid in another bed, remained ftift and infenfible as if (he 
had been dead, for the fpace of half an hour ; but for 
forty-eight hours thereafter could not fleep, crying out 
of violent pains through her whole body, and no fooner 
began to fleep or turndrowfy but feemed greatly affright- 
ed, crying ftill. Help, help. 

After this the pain flxt in her left fide, and her body 
T^as often fo bent and rigid| as flic fiood like a bow oa 
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^cr feet and neck at oncei and continued without power, 
of fpeechy except in fome flrort intervals, for eight days ; 
during which time, (he had fcarce half an hour's inter- 
miflion together, the fits taking her fuddenly, and both 
aoming on and going off by a fwerfF or fhort deliquium^ 
but appeared pcrfeftly well and fenfible in the intervals. 

But about the middle of September, her fits returned 
in a manner differing from the former, wherein (he fecmed 
to fight and ftruggle with fomething that was invifible to 
fpedators, and her aflion appeared as if (he had been de- 
fending hcrfelf from fome who were affaulting or attempt- 
ing to hurt her, and this with fuch force that four ftrong 
men were fcarcely able to hold her ; and when any of the 
people touched any part of her body, (he did cry and 
fcreeeh with fach vehemence, as if they had been killing 
her, but could not fpeak. 

Before this time, as (he was feized with the trouble, 
ber parents had called for phyficians from Paidey, viz. 
John White, apothecary, a near relation, and afterwards 
Dr. Johnftone; who took blood, and applied feveral 
things, both at firft, and afterwards, without any dif- 
cernable effe6l upon the patient, cither to the better or 
worfe : and (he all the while of thefe later fits being 
afflidled with extraordinary rifings and fallings of her 
btlly, like the motion of a pair of bellows ! and fuch 
itrange movings of her body, as made the whole bed (he 
lay on (hake, to the great confternation of fpcdlators. 

Some days thereafter was an alteration in her fits, fo 
far, that (he got fpeakmg, during the time of them ; and 
while (he was in the fits, fell a crying, that Katherine 
Campbell and Agnes Naefraith, were cutting her fide, and 
, other parts of her body ; which parts were in that time 
violently tormented. And when the fit was over, (he (lill 
averred, that (he had feen the fame perfons, doing the 
fame things which (he complained of, while under the fit, 
(it being remarkable that in the intervals (he was illU as 
well and fenfible as ever) and would not believe but that 
^thers prefcnt faw them as well as (he ! in this condition 

G2 



d by Google 



69 

/he contlnuccj with fome, but not very confidcrable v^ur*. 
ation, cither as to the fits or intervals, for rhe (pace 
of a month. 

After which time (he was conveyed to Glafgow, where 
Dr. Brifbane*, a phyfician defervedly famed for ikili and 
experience, did by Mr. Henry Marfhall, apothecary, ap- 
ply medicine to her ; after which having ftaid in Gl?ifgow 
about ten days, and being brought home to the country^ 
ihe had near a fortnight's intermiflion. But then her fits 
returned, with this difference, that (he knew when they 
■were coming, by a pain in her left fide, which fhe felt 
before they came, and in thefe fits, her throat was pro* 
digioully drawn down toward her breafib, and her tongue 
back into her throat ; her whole body becoming ftifF and 
extended, as a dead corpfe, without fcnfe or motion ; 
and foinctin^cs her tongue was drawn out of her mouth 
over her chin to a wonderful length, her teeth fctting 
together fo faft upon it, that thofe prefcnt were forcedjo 
thrufl fomething betwixt her teeth, for favinghcr tongue. 
And it was oft obfe.rved that her tongue was thus tortured 
when fhe eifayed to pray. And in this condition fhe waa 
for fome time, with fcnfiblc intervals wherein fhe bad 
•pcthdi health, and could give a full account of what fhe 
was heard to utter while in the fit. 

For feveraLdays thefe fits continuing with fome va- 
riation, her parents refolved to return her [to Glafgow, 
that fhe might there have the more conveniency of being 
under the do6lor*s overfight and care, for further difccrn- 
ing the nature of her trouble, and making ufe of the 
mofl probable natural remedies. But being on her way 
to her grandmother's houfc at Northbar, fhe did thruft or 
fpit out of her mouth parcels of hair, fome curled, fome 
plaited, fome knotted, of different colours, and in lai-ge 
quantities :. and thus fhe continued to do in feveral fwoon« 
ing fits every quarter of an hour, both in her paffage to 

•The Son of the Reverend Divine, Mr. Matthew Bn'feanc, 
Pirfon of Erfklne, vrho was defccndcd from the Brifbanes uf 
IBifhopton. ridff Craxvjurd't Hiflory efibe Shire of Rtn/rextf, 
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Clafgow, which was by boat on Thurfday, Nor. i2tU : 
and when fhe was in Glafgow, for the fpace of three days 
enfuing, (he put frequently hair out of her mouth, and 
in as great quantities as the firft day ; her former fwcrffing 
or fwooning fits recurring as often throughout the days 
as before ; and thereafter from Monday to Thurfday fol- 
lowing, (he put out of her mouth coal cinders about the big- 
ocfs of chefnuts, fome whereof were fo hot that they 
could fcarcely be handled, one of which. Dr. BrKbanc 
being by her when (he took it out of her mouth, felt to 
be hotter than the heat of any one's body could make it. 
Then for the fpace of two days in thefe fwooning fits, as 
formerly, there was put, or taken out of her mouth, 
ftraw in great quantities, though but one ftraw at once 
folded up together, which when put out returned to its 
length, was found to be both long and broad, and it waa 
remarkable that in one of them there was a little fmall pia 
found. Thereafter were put out of her mouth, bones of 
various forts and fizes, as bones of fowls, and fmall bones 
of the heads of kine, and then fome fmall fticks of candle 
fir, (a fort of fir in tha country, that burns like candle), 
one of which was about three or four inches long ; which, 
when any upon fight of either bones or flicks took hold 
of to pull out, they found them either held by her teeth 
fet together upon them, or forcibly drawn back into her 
throat; particularly /Archibald Bannatyne, of Kellic 
younger, obfcrving a bone in her mouth like a duck (hank 
or leg bone, and effaying to pull it out, he declared, he 
found fomethiag drawing it back into her throat ; fo that 
it took a deal of force to get it pulled out. It is to be 
noticed, that (he never knew how thefe things were 
brought into her mouth, and when they were got out 
of it, (he immediately recovered of her fit for that time. 

After this, (he put out of her mouth fome quantity of 
linclean hay intermixed with dung, as if it had been taken 
out of a dunghill, which was fo Ikinking, that the damfel 
could not endure the naufcating tafte and vile reli(h thofe 
things produced in her mouth, which did nec^lState h^r 
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ftill to rinfe her moiith with water, after the putting of 
that fort of matter out of it. Then for more than a day*fe 
fpacc, (he put out of her mouth a number of wild fowls 
feathers ; after that a gravel-ftonc, which in the judge- 
ment of beholders, had been pafled by fome perfons iu a 
gravel fit, with fome fmall white ftones, and a whole nut 
gall, (wherewith iluy i.fe to dye and to make ink), to- 
gether with lumps of candle greafe, and egg fhells ; dur- 
ing which time, (he continued as formerly in her recur- 
ring fwooning fits, with fome intervals wherein fhe was 
in perfed health : of all which there were many famous 
witncffes, who in that city, (befides thofc who were 
continually with her) came frequently to vifit her. 

It is to be noticed, that the damfel at the time of the 
putting out of her mouth the flicks above-mentioned, 
being in bed about eight o'clock at night, told fhe was 
to be grievoufly tormented with fore fits at night, which 
accordingly fell out ; for a little thereafter, fhe fell into 
a long fwoon, wherein fhe had no ufe of any fenfe, 
either of hearing, feeing, or feeling ; fo as though oft- 
times the beholders called to her with a loud voice, mov- 
ing alfo and tofling her body, all was to no purpofe, aud 
when the Laird of Kellie younger, above-named, to try 
the truth, gave her a very fore pinch in the arm, fhe had 
no fenfe of it in the time. After recovery from the fwoon, 
but yet continuing in the fit, fhe fell a reafoning with 
Katharine Campbell after this manner : " Thou fitted 
there with a flick in thy hand to put in my mouth, but 
through God's flrength thou fhalt not get leave : thou 
art permitted to torment me, but 1 trufl in God thou 
fhalt never get my life, though it is my life thou defigneft.* 
(And at that time calling for a Bible and candle), faid, 
come near me, Katie, and I'll let thee fee where a godly 
man was given up to Satan to be tormented, but God 
kept his life in his own hand ; and fo I truft in God 
thou fhalt never get my life, and all that thou fhalt be 
permitted to do unto me, I hope through God's mercy 
fhall turn to my advantage. This man was robbed of ally 
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and tormented in bodyv and had nothing left him but a« 
il! wife. Conte near me, Katie, and PlI read it to thee. 
And reading that paflage of Job, when (he came to the 
place where his wife faid to him, Curfe'God and die ! 
the damfel confidcring thefe words a little, faid, O ! 
■what a wife has this been, that bids her goodman curfe 
God and die ? (he who fliould have been a conrifort to 
him in his trouble, turned a crofs to him ?" Then after 
reading of the chapter to the end, fhe looks towards the 
foot of the bed and faid, " Now Katie, what thinkeft 
thoii of that ? thou feeft for all the power the devil got 
over Job, he gained no ground on him ; and I hope he 
fhall gain as little on me. Thy mafter the devil deceives 
thee ; he h a bad raafter whom thou ferveft, and thou 
{halt find it to thy fmart, except thou repent before thou 
die. There is no repentance to be had after death. I'll 
let thee fee, Katie, there is no repentance in hell.'^ And 
turning over the book, citing Luke, Chap. xvi. near the 
latter end thereof, and reading the fame over, faid, 
•* Katie, thou feed there is no repentance in hell, for this 
rich man befought Abraham to telllfy to his five brethren, 
that they come not to the place of torment, where he 
was, but repent and turn to the Lord, for there is no 
winning out, if once they come there ; now, Katie, thou 
heard this, what thitikell thou of it ? I'll let thee hear 
another place which fhould pierce thy very heart, and 
turning over the Book, faid fhe would read about Adam 
and Eve ; thou knoweft, Katie, the ferpent the devil, thy 
mailer, thought to have ruined mankind at the begining, 
his malice was fo great at that bleffcd ftate wherein they 
were then, feeing himfelf call down from all hopes of 
mercy, ufed all means poflible for him to fubvert their 
happinefs, by fuggefting to them fair promifes, and^a 
profpe6l of advantage to them before their eyes, in cauf- 
ing them eat that forbidden fruit, whereby they and their 
pofterity fell from that eftatc wherein they were, and were 
made fubje6l to God's curfe for ever : but God did not ' 
buffer them to be at this ftanee^ but of his infinite mercy 
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(hewed them a better way, whereby they might have life 
eternal by revealing to them that blefled promife, " The 
feed of the woman fliall bruife the head of the ferpent." 
Now, Katie, what thinkeft thou of that promife? but have 
mind of this, thou'lt get no advantage by it, *ti8 not 
made to thee, who haft renounced God's fervice, and ta- 
ken on with the devil, thou art his (lave, thou deniedft this, 
but I know thou art a hypocrite ; for I remember, when 
thou waft in my mother's houfe, thou bought a Catcchifm 
upon a pretence to learn to read, to cloak thy (in : Wilt 
thou hear me, knoweft thou the reward of the hypocrite? 
I'll let thee hear it ; remember Mr. William GiUics wat 
Icdluring the other day upon the xxiii. of Matthew, where 
many a woe is pronounced againft the hypocrite, eight 
dreadful woes here, Katie, and fome of them belong to 
thee ; but I'll tell thee more, knoweft thou the reward 
of the hypocrite : they (hall be caft into the lake that 
burns for ever, that's their portion ; doft thou hear thia 
now ? thou turneft thy back to me, when 1 am telling the 
truth; if 1 were reading a (lory-book, or telling a tale to 
thee, thou wouldft hear that. Remember it will be thy 
portion too, if thou do not repent, and confcfe, and feek 
mercy." Again, turning over the book, (he read about 
Pilate, faying, " Pilate he made a (liew of cleandng him- 
felfof Chrift's blood, he wafhed his hands and declared 
himfelf innocent ; but for all his wafhing, he had a foul 
heart ; he would not lofe his office for the faving of 
Chrift's life ; he knew well enough that Chrift was an in- 
nocent perfon ; but he preferred his honour before Chrift; 
therefore to pleafe the Jews, and to quench iheftruggling 
in his confcience, he wa(hed his hands, and then delivered 
Chrift to be cruci(ied by them." Thug (he continued for 
more than two hours fpace ; reafoning at this rate, and 
exhorting her to repent, quoting many places of Scrip* 
ture through the Revelation and Evangehfts. And 
when any offered to pull her Bible from her, (he uttered 
^orrld fcreechs and outcries, fayingi <* (he would oicv^ 
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part with her Bible as long as (he lived> (he would keep it 
in fpight of all the devils." 

Before we pafs from this, it will be needful to give the 
reader advcrtifcmcnt of fonie things, i . That while fhc 
called for her Bible and a candle, (he neither heard nor 
faw any of thofe perfons who were then a^^ually and 
difcemably prefent in the room with her, and 
that Katherine Campbell, to whom (he dire6ted her 
fpeech was not difcemably prefent to any other body but 
herfelft And the pinch (he got in her infenfiblc fit, (he 
found and complained of the pain of it in that part after- 
ward, but knew not how (he came by it, nor blamed any- 
of her tormentors for it. 2. That thefe words fct dowa 
as fpoken by her were the very fame both for words and 
order as nearly as they could be gathered and remembered 
by the hearers without any addition of their own. 3. That 
although (he was a girl of a pregnant fpirit above her age, 
and had much of the Scriptures, and withal had pretty 
good underflanding, above what might be expedledofoneof 
her years, of the fundamental principles of religion -taught 
- in the Catechifms ; yet we doubt not in fo ftrong a com- 
bat, the Lord did by his good fpirit gracioufly afford her 
a more than ordinary meafure of afliftance, both now and 
at other times In the like debates. 

Sometime after the putting out of her mouth the trafli 
above-mentioned, (he fell into extremely violent fits, with 
lamentable crying; four perfons being hardly able to 
withhold her from climbing up the walls of the chamber, 
or from otherways doing herfelf hurt, meantime having no 
power of fpeech while in the fit, but her back and the 
reft of her body grievoufly pained, lit which condition 
(he continued four or five days with the ufual fenfible in- 
tervals, in which (he declared, that four men, Alexander 
and James Anderfons, and other two, of whom (he gave 
particular and cxaA marks, but knew not their names, 
were tormenting her. It was obferved that many of 
thefe (he named were known to be perfons of ill fame, aa 
thefe two perfons laft named were. It is alfo remarkable 



d by Google 



H 

tliat for fome time flie knew not the name of the faid A« 
Icxander Henderfon, till one day he came a-begging to the 
door of the houfe, where the damfel was, whom fhe feeing, 
immediately cried out» *^ that was he whom fhe had fees 
among the crew." 

After this (he fell into other fits, wherein ftie faw the 
forenamed perfons with fome others, and heard and faw 
feveral things that paft among them. Particularly, (he 
fomettmes told when fhe was to take the fits, how often fhe 
would take them, (which ftU out accordingly), with 
fomt difcourfe that were among them relating to herfelf 
and others. 

About the eighth of December, being brought home 
again from Glafgow, and having had fix or feven days 
refpite from her fits, fhe afterwards fell into frightful and 
terrifying fits ; the occafion whereof fhe declared to be, 
her feeing the devil in prodigious and horrid fhapes, 
threatening to devour her, and then fhe would fall dead 
and fllff with all the parts of her body diflendcd and ftretch- 
ed out as a corpfe without fenfe or motion, which fits as 
they came fuddenly on without her knowledge, fo fhe did 
as fuddenly recover and grew perfedily well ; and they 
ufually came on when fhe efTayed to pray. In which 
time alfo other fits took her more fenfibly, fhe knowing 
when they were a-coming, how long they would continue, 
and when they would return ; in which fits her eyes 
ilrangely altered, and turned in her head to the admira- 
tion of fpedtators, with a continual painful working a- 
bout her heart, fometimes her joints were complicate and 
drawn together, and her forehead drawn forcibly about 
toward her fhoulders; which fits fhe took by firft falling into 
a fwoon, and after her violent fits, inftantly recovered after 
the fame manner. During this time, the fits altered again 
as to their times of coming and continuance ; in which 
fhe fometimes endeavoured to bite her own fingers, or any 
thing elfe that came in her way, alfo when fhe faw the 
perfons before-mentioned, one or two of them about her, 
pointing them out to the perfons prefcnt with her, though 
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hf them unfecBy and fcxmetimca declaring that 0ie had 
hold of thenoi by their cloathsy particularly, December 
1 7. (he being in a fore Et, ihe cried out of feveral per* 
fons that were totmenting her ; and being in the bed, 
grafpcd with her hands towards the foot of itf and cried 
out that fhc had got a grip of the ileeves of one J. P's 
jerkin (or jacket) which was, as (he faid, duddie, (that is 
ragged or tattered) at the elbows 1 and at that very in- 
flanty the damfel's mother and aunt heard the found of the 
rending or tearing of a cloth, but fawor felt nothing, only 
found in each of the damfel's hands, which were fad dofedy 
when they got them opened, a bit of red cloth, looking 
as torn off a garment; of which kind of cloth there had 
been none in the room at that time, nor in the whole 
houfe, nor near it that any knew of* Another particu- 
lar (he told, was, that there was fuch an one among the 
crew going tp prick her tongue, which thereupon was in- 
ftantly pulled back into her tjiroat, (he lying dumb for a 
oondderable fpace. Sometimes upon her reoovery from her 
fitSi (he told that (he heard feveral things fpoken and com* 
muned among her a(Hi6lor«i but durft not make them 
known; becaufe they threatened to torment her after 
this, or the other manner, if (he (hould make them known, 
and accordingly, when, by her mother or others, (he was 
prevailed with to begin to tell them, inflantly the torment 
fell out as was threatened* She told further, that her 
tormentors appeared to bcr ufually with lights and ftrange 
. forts of camdles, which were frightfid for her to look to 
them. 

Thus (he continued till the firft of January 1 697, not 
only in the 6ts fore-mentioned with fome alterations, but 
fell likewife by fwooning, intolight^ts, wherein (he con- 
tinued about two or three hours together, fometirocs more, 
fometimes lefs, with very fliort intervals, in which fits 
(he did not much complain of pain ; but had a great 
palpitation in her breaft, andiometimes in other parts of 
Ixer body, ftrange and unaccountable motions, which con- 
jtinued in a greater or leffer degreci during the wholf 



d by Google 



Hmeof tlie fit, wliefeih fhe was fom^what Hgtit, and ftdt 
fo folid in her mind a^ at other tlm^s, though in the 
intervals of thefe, as of all other fits fhe was fufficientlj 
compofed ; which fits as all the reft, came fud- 
denly on, and went as fuddealy off by a fwooii or 
'fwerf. 

Before we proceed further in the relation, let it be no- 
ticed, firft, that the forefaid Agnes Naifmith, being 
brought by the parents a fecond time to fee the damfel, 
did, (though not dcfircd) pray for her, viz. ^* That the 
Lord God of heaven and earth might fend the damfel her 
health, and try out the verity :'* Attcr which, the damfel 
declared that though the faid Agnes had formerly been 
very troublcfome to her, yet, from that time faith, (he 
did no more appear to her, as her tormentor, but on the 
contrary, as fhe apprehended, defending her from the fiiry 
of the reft. 2. It is further here to be noticed, that the 
foren^med Katharine Campbell, cx)uld by no means be 
prevailed with to pray for the damfel, but upon the 
contrary, when defiredby fome, cutfed thera, and all the 
family of Bargarran, and in particular the damfel and all 
that belonged to her, withal adding thiv grievous impre* 
^ation;^ " The devil let her never grow better, nor any> 
QOBcemed in her, be in abetter conditionthan fhe was in^ 
for what they had done to her.** Which words fhe fpoke 
before feveral famous witneffes. 3. That Barg&rran hav- 
ing prevailed with the fheriif depute of the fhire, to im« 
prifon the faid Katharine Campbell, fhe from the time of 
her imprifonment, never appeared to the damfel : (though 
formerly fhe had ordmarily appeared as one of her moft 
violent tormentors) except once or twice at which timc^ 
it was found upon after enquiry, that fhe was not in the 
Tolbooth, but either in the jailor's houfe, or had liberty 
granted htr to go out to church. 4. That at the time 
when the damfel did put out of her mouth the hair and 
other trafh, as above related, Kathariiie Campbell beings 
taken into cuftody, there was found in her pocket a biU 
0f hair of feveral colours^ whioh was af(eriv«M^d« duroF^ 
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into the fire, after which time the damfcl put no more 
hair out of her mouth. And it is to be further noticed, 
that fhe faid, fhe heard among the crew, when torment- 
ing her, that Katherine Campbell made that ball of hair 
found in her pocket, of the hair of the damfera head 
which had been cut when her trouble began, and which 
did agree in colour, &c when compared. 

Upon the firft day of January, about ten o'clock at 
night, fhe fell by fwoonlngs into fits differing firom the 
former, in that after the fwoontng fit was over, fhe lay 
^uiet, as if fhe had been dead, making no motion at all 
with her bo4y in the bed ; yet at the fame time thofc 
prcfent heard her mournful talking, but with a low and 
hardly audible voice, and repeating feveral (lories in me- 
tre, which they thought to be expreffions of the rife and 
progrefs of her own trouble; and thus fhe continued, (llill 
withal naming fome of the forementioned perfons) till 
her parents and others offered to roufe her, by touching 
and moving her body; whereupon inflantly fhe uttered 
horrid fcreeches, and cried as if fhe had been pierced 
through with fwords, and affaulted for her life ; after 
which fhe fell a finging, leaping, and dancing for a long 
time, laughing with a loud voice, in an unufual manner, 
tearing down the hangings of the bed, and pulling o£Fher 
head-cloaths and neck-cloaths ; in which extravagancies 
fhe was a6ted with fuch a force and flrength, that her fa- 
ther and miniiler, though joining their whole ftrength 
together, could not get her dancing and leaping hinder- 
ed. But after prayer, the minifler finding her compofed, 
inquired if fhe remembered what fhe had done in time of 
the fit ; to which fhe replied. That fhe diftindlly remem- 
bered her mifcarriages, and in fpecial her finging and 
dancing, faying withal, that thewitches inclofing her ia 
a ring (or circle), and dancing and finging about her, 
was the occafion of her dancing, which fhe then gladly 
performed with the refl. For fome days after fhe had 
^ts after this manner, with fome variation ; in one of 
which fitS; as fhe was tearing off her hcad-drefs cloaths, 
H 
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Her pai-ctJts rcfolvihg to fee what would be the etent, did 
make no hindrance to her ; whereupon (he ftript hcrfelf 
of all her cloaths, that were upon her, not leaving fo 
inuch as her fmock upon her bodj, if that had beea 
peroiitted* 

After this, toward or about the nth Jan. (he fell into 
fits different froro the former, in which fhe was fuddenly 
carried away from her parents and others that were about 
her, with a fudden flight, and in the firft of thefe (to 
their great amazemest j through the chamber and hall« 
down a long winding Hair toward the tower-gatc, with 
fuch a fwift and unaccountable motion, that it was not 
in the power of any to prevent her, her feet not touch- 
ing the ground, fo far as any of the beholders could dif- 
cern, being heard in her motion to laugh in an unufual 
manner ; but by divine providence, the gate being (hut, 
her motion was ftopt till fuch time as fome of the family 
could overtake her, who endeavouring to carry her bacl^ 
found her inftantly fall as one dead, and become (liflF; ia 
which pofture, being brought back to the chamber, fhc 
lay for a confiderable fpace. And being recovered, fhe 
did declare, that there were about the number of nine op 
ten perfons who had carried her away in a (hue (as fhe 
termed it, that is, as one fwinging upon a rope) wherein 
!h^ then took pleafure, her feet not at all touching the 
ground, to her apprchetvjpion. 

The night .followip'g^ fhe wa| fuddenly carried away, 
ad before, from her patonts and others who wtre about 
her, through the chamber and hall, and fixteen large 
fleps of a winding flair, up toward the top of the houfe ! 
where fhc met with apparitions of (Irange and unaccount- 
able things, but was carried down again, as fhe thoughtf 
in a (hue orfwing, afTerting, after her recovery, that fhe 
met upon the flair the number of fix women and four 
men, and by them was carried toward the gate again, 
where accordingly fhe was found, and was carried up as 
formerly, all the parts of her body diflended and fliff. as 
one dead j ia which poflurc fhc lay for fomc time, and 
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^ben recovering, declared, that both now and formerly, 
/he had endeavoured to open the gate, and that thofe (he 
faw about her were helping her, with a defign to get her 
to the court, to drown her in the well, which fhe faid (he 
beard them faying among themfelves, they intended to do, 
and that then the world would believe (he had deftroyed 
herfclf. It 18 obfervable that (thcfe kind of fits continu- 
ing with her for fome few days) in one of them fhe was 
flopped at the gate, and found in the fore-mentioned 
pofture, which was neither locked nor barred ; yet 
could they not get it opened, though both fhe and her tor- 
mentors endeavoured it. 

Before we proceed in the relation, it is not to be omit- 
ted that as foon as the damfeVs afflidion was obferved to 
be extraordinary and preternatural, there were (befides 
times formerly fet apart in a more private way) at the de- 
fire of the parents and miniftcr, and by the prcfbytery's 
fpecial order, a minifler or two appointed to meet every 
week^ at the houfe of Bargarran, to join with the family, 
the miniftcr of the parifh, and other good chriflians of 
the neighbourhood, in fading and praying, which ufually 
fell to be on the Tuefday. And upon Jan. lath, it being 
the turn of Mr. Patrick Simpfon, a neighbour minifler, 
to be there, when he came to the houfe he found both 
the minifte^ of the parifh, and ihe brother who was to 
join with him had been^neceffarily withdrawn; yet re- 
folved to carry on the work withatTiftance of three elders^ 
fome other good people being prefent. When he firft 
faw the damfel after he dame to the houfe, he found her 
under fome leifer fits which came and went off quickly, 
and when prayer began (he was quiet and fober during 
the fame, but in time of finging the xciii. Pfal. (he feu 
into a fore fit, of greater continuance, firft laughing, 
then making fome found like finging, after that pulling 
her head cloalhs down over her face, and laflly, turning 
fo outrageous in her motions that her father could fcarce 
get her holdea with his whole ftrength, but behoved tor 
lie over upon the bed with her in his arms until the fit 
Hz 
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abated : after her recovery from which, (he was qui'ct 
and compofed all the time of prayer, and while the rai- 
nittcr ledured on Mark Ix. from 14, to 30. v. was very 
attentive, carefully looking in her Bible the Scriptures 
quoted, fo all along both In time of prayer and fmglng, 
until the whole religious exercife was ended, and feme 
refrefhment after the fame taken, at the end of which fhe 
told the company, (he had fomething to tell, which fhe 
had heard fome among her tormentors faying, which fhe 
durft not reveal ; but the minifter and her mother urging 
her to be free and not to obey the devil, (lie faid, fhe would 
tell it her mother in her ear. Then coming from the 
other fide of the table, and placing herfelf betwixt her 
mother and aunt, (he began to whifper in her mother'* 
car ; but before fhe got a fentencc fully pronounced, fhe 
fell Into a violent fit, fo as her mother and thofc next her 
could fcarcely hold her till the violence thereof began to 
abate, and then her mother told that fhe was fpeaking of a 
meeting and a feaft, they had fpoke of in the orchard 
of Bargarran, but was able to fay no more, and after re- 
covery, her mother defiring her to tell the reft of it, and 
fhe beginning to whifper In her car, as before, could not 
get one word uttered till fhe was felzed again of a fit as 
violent as the former. Whereupon the minifter perceiv- 
ing her torment, defired them to forbear any further 
troubling of her. Notice, that accordingly there was a 
feaft and meeting in that orchard about that time, of the 
crew, acknowledged and declared afterwards by three of 
them, that confeflcd themfelves to have been there, viz. 
Elizabeth Anderfon, James and Thomas Lindfays, they 
not knowing what either the damfel had fpoken, or 
one of them what another had confelTcd relating' 
thereunto. See No, A of the Appendix. 

About or within a little after this time, fhe was again 
fuddcniy carried from them in the former manner down 
a ftair, which goes off from a corner of the chamber to a 
cellar juft below it, where her brother and fifter were 
providentially goae down a little before, to bring fomc 
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drink from the cellar, and alfeadf near the ftair footy 
witka lighted candle, which fhc foon put out? but they 
crying and holding her by the hcad-cloathi, quickly dif- 
corered to the reft where /he wai. Upon which Mr. 
Alexander King, miniftcr at Bonhill, (being then in the 
chamber) made hafte down ftairs where he found her, but 
her brother and fifter had loft hold of her, ftie having 
loofed her head-cloaths and let them go ; yet Mr. King 
having caught hold of her, kept her in his arms till a 
lighted candle was brought, and endeavouring to bring 
her up ftairs, did declare that he found fomcthing forcibly- 
drawing her downwards, but he ftill keeping his hold> 
(he fell ftifi^ as one dead upon the ftair, and was in this 
pofture carried up and laid in bed, where ftie lay a con- 
fiderable fpace. And when recovered of the fit, fhe de- 
clared that the occafioa of her going down ftairs with 
f6ch force, was, that the crew had fuggefted to her while 
fhe was in the light fits, that the devil was in the meal che(t^ 
in the cellar, and that if fhe would go down and put out 
the candle, fhe might force him out of it. Notice here, 
firft, that when fome fits of this kind were ready to feize 
her, fhc fimetimes gave advertifement thereof to thofe pre- 
fent with her, giving figns of her earneft delirc of their 
help to prevent her motion, which ufually proved to be of 
good cffe6t, wherein the divine mercy toward her is muck 
to be obferved. 2. It is alfo to be noticed, that about 
the time when fhe was in thcfe flying fits, fhe ufed to utter 
horrid fhrieks and outcries, not like thofe of rational crea- 
tures ; in which time there were heard for three nights 
together when the damfel was afleep in bed, fhrieks and 
outcries of the fame kind in the court, when none of the 
family wa» without doors, to the great affrightment of 
thofe who heard them, being that they cxa£lly refembled 
the cries of, and fhrieks the damfel ufed to utter in the 
fits 5 who afterwards in one of her intervals hearing fome 
of the family talking of thefe cries and fhrieks, and al- 
Icdgingthey had been uttered by fome wild beaft or other, 
fjiid to them they were miftaken, for it was Margarctf 
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And two others of the name of Margaret, called by the 
the crew their Maggies, had uttered thefe (hrieks, the de*- 
vil having promiCed to them at that time to carry her out 
of the houfe to them, that they might drown her in the 
welJ> where there were eighteen more waiting for 
her. 

After this fhe fell into fretting and angry fits (as fhe 
termed them) in which her humour wascrofs to all that 
thofe about her could fay or do^ nothing proving to her 
fatisfadion, but every thing difpleafing, (her former fits 
withal now and then feizing her) but when reftored to a 
right compofure of mind, me declared that her torment- 
ors about her, did ftill fuggetl to her and advifc her, to 
go to fuch and fuch remote places of the houfe alone, and 
bring with her a fnood (which is a head-lace, fuch as wo- 
men tie up their hair with) or a cravat or fome fuch thing, 
promifing her rough almonds or fome kinds of fweet 
meats which they named to her, and for that end, to bring 
her apron with her to hold them in, and accordingly when 
feizcd again with fits of this nature, did refolutely endea- 
vour to repair to thefe places having a fnood or cravat 
and her apron with her, and would fuffcr none to be in 
her company, which put her parents and others to a ne- 
ceffity of detaining her by force, and (he being thus pre- 
vented, uttered hideous fcrceches and outcries, of which 
in this fort of fits fhe was feldom free. 

Thurfday, January 14th, at night, a younglafs or girl 
appeared to her with a fcabbed face amongll the reft of 
her tormentors, telling her fhe was to come to the houfe 
to-morrow about ten o'clock, and forbidding her to rc-^ 
veal it. 

The next day being January 15th, in the afternoon^ 
the damfel earneftly enquired at her mother and the reit 
of the family what beggars had come to the gate that 
day, and of what countenance and vilage they were ? but 
the family not knowing her dcfign in fuch a quellioa,. 
gave no heed unto it ; yet fhe ftill infilling, and being in? 
Qompany with her mother and another gentlewoman, 9f». 
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bout four o'clock at night, faid to them, {he thought (he 
might tell them fomewhat (the time being now pall) (he 
was forbidden to reveal it ; but beginning to tell, flie 
prefently fell a crying, that (he was tormented and prick- 
ed through her whole body, yet recorering from the fit, 
went on and told It ; the thing (he had to reveal was, 
that a fcabbed faced lafs appeared to her ycftemight, and 
was to be at the gate this day at ten o'clock. Where- 
upon the fervants being enquired at, what fort of beggart 
had been there that day, did declare among others, tncrc 
had been a beggar wife at the door, and a yowng woman 
or lafs with her who had fcabs on her face, and received 
their alms. 

Jan. 1 6th and 17th, when recovered of her fwooning 
fits, fhe put out of her mouth a great number of pins, 

which fhe declared J — — P had forced Into her mouth 

and a gentlewoman who had been one of her moil violent 
tormentors. 

Jan. 21. her fits altered again, after this manner, (he 
would fall in them with heavy fighs and groans, and hi- 
deous outcries, telling thofe about her that cats, lavens, 
owls, and hovfes, were deftroylng and preffing her down 
in the bed ; and at the fame time her mother and ano- 
ther gentlewoman, being in the room with her, did 
declare, that immediately after they had taken 
the girl out of her bed in this condition they did 
fee fomething moving under the bcd-cloaths as big as a 
cat. 

The fame morning, in thfc interval of her fits, fhe faid 
file heard her tormentors whifper among themfelves, and 

fuggcfl to one another, (naming J P the 

Andcrfons and others) that the devil had promifed and 
engaged to them, to carry her over the hall window, to 
the end they might drown her in the well which was -in 
the court, and then they faid the world would beliere fhe 
had deftroyed herielf ; and the fame day, and fevcral dayt 
thereafter, when feized with her grievous fits, did attempt 
with (uch force to get herfelf over that window^ thai 
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fpectators could fcarce with their whole ftrenj^h present 
her. 

About this time, nothing in the world would fo dif- 
compofe her as religious exercifes ; if there were any 
difcourfea of God or Chrift, or any of the things which 
are not feen and are eternal, (he wo.uld be caft into grieT- 
0U8 agonies ; and when fhe cffayed in ker light fits, to 
read any portion of the fcriptures, repeat any of the 
Pfalms, or anfwer any queilions of our catechifms (which 
fhe could do exadly at other times) fhe was fuddenly 
flruck dumb, and lay as one ftlfF dead, her mouth opened 
to fuch a widencfs that her jaw appeared to be out of 
joint, and anon would clap together again with incredi- 
ble force. The fame happened to her fhoulder blade, 
her elbow, and hand wrifls. She would at other times 
lie in a benumbed condition, and be drawn together as if 
fhe had been tied neck and heels with ropes ; yet on a 
fudden would with fuch force and violence be pulled up 
and tear all about her, that it was as much as one or two 
could do, to hold her faft in their arms ; but when mi- 
nillers and other good chrift ians (feeing her in fuch in*^ 
tolerable anguishes) made ferious application by prayer 
to God, on her behatf, fh# got refpitc from her grieyous 
fits of this kind, and was ordinarily free of them during 
the time of prayer, though feized of them before ; and 
albeit, ufually, when minifters begaa to pray, fhe made 
great difturbance by idle loud talking, whiilling^ iing- 
ing and roaring, to drown the v^nce of the perfon pray- 
ing. 

Particularly Jan. 22. fhe was more turbulent than af 
other times fhe ufed to be, and continued fome fpace 
after the minifter began to pray, finging and making hi- 
deous noife, fetching furious blows with her fift, and kicks 
with her feet at the minifter, uttering reproachful talk of 
him, and calling him dog, See* Yet (he being compofed 
and her fits being over before prayer was ended, and the 
minifter, when he had dooe^ finding her fober and in ^ 
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right compofure of mind, enquired wLy Hie made fuch 
difturbance ? To which (he rcph'ed, (he was forcrd to do 
it by the helliih crew about her; and that (he thought 
they were none of her own words that (he uttered. 

Jan. 24th, She faid fome things relating both to her- 
felf and others, had been fuggefted to her by her troublers; 
but that they had threatened to torment her, if (he (hould 
offer to make them known. And accordingly In effaying 
to cxprcfs her mind, (he was call into two grievous fits, 
in which (he cried out of violent pains ; all the parts of 
her body becoming rigid and extended like a corpfe, her 
head was twifted round, and if any offered by force to ob- 
flru£l fuch dangerous motion (he feeracd to be upon, (he 
would roar exceedingly ; fometlmes her neck bone feem- 
cd to be difolved; and yet on a fudden became fo ftlff, that 
there was no movlngof it; and when thefe grievous agonies 
were over, (he again affayed to exprefs her mind by write, but 
to no purpofc; for inftantly (he was cad into other two very 
grievous fits, wherein (he was flruck dumb, deaf and 
blind, and her tongue drawn a prodigious length over her 
chin. And when the fits were over, declared, the An- 
derfons, J.— — P— the gentlewoman, and I 
D wlih the reft of the hellKh crew, fome of whom 

fhe could not name, had been tormenting her In the fits, 
and that there had been fifteen of them about the houfe 
all the laft night, but were now all gone fave one, who was 
to flay about the houfe till her fits were over. And accord- 
ingly her brother and fifler did declare, they faw that morn- 
ing a woman in the garden with a red coat about her head, 
fitting at the root of an apple tree ; but Bargarran, with 
mofl of the fervants, being abroad, the matter was not fur- 
ther fearched. 

The fame day about fix at night, (he was felzed with 
variety of grievous fits again, in which fometlmes (he lay 
wholly fenfelefs and breathlefs, with her belly fwellcd 
like a drum, as like a woman with child, her eyes were 
pulled into her head fo far, that fpedlators thought (he 
fhould never have ufed them more, fometlmes when (he- 
was tylRg her own neck-cloathsi her enchanted hztnd 
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would tic them fo ftrait about her neck, that Ac had 
ftranglcd herfelf if fpedtators had not giTcn fome relief 
unto her ; fometimes (he was in hazard of burning herfelf 
in the fire, offering with yiolcnce to throw herfelf into 
the fame. Dirers times (he did ftrikc furious blows at 
her near relations ia her fits, fhe would maintain difcourfe 
with het tormentors, and afking cyacftions concerning her- 
felf and others, receiyed aafwcr from them ; which indeed 
none but herfelf pcrceiYcd 5 reafoning with one of them 
after this manner : 

♦* O what ailed thee to be a witch ! thou faycft it is but 
three nights fince thou waft a witch. O if thou wouldeft 
repent, it may be God might gire thee repentance, if 
thou wouldeft feek it and confefs ; if thou would defire 
me I would .do what I could; for the devil is an ill matter 
to ferve, he is a liar from the beginning, he promifes what 
he cannot perform. Then calling for her Bible, fhe faid 
1 will let thee fee where he promifed to our firft parents 
that they fhould not die ; (and reading the paffage, faid) 
now thou feeft he is a liar, for by breaking the command- 
ment, they were made liable to death here, and death 
cverlafting. O that is an uncouth word ; long eternity 
never to have an end, never, never to have an end ; had 
not God of his infinite mercy, ordained fome to eternal 
life through Jefus Chrift. The devil makes thee believe 
thou wilt get great riches by ferying him ; but come 
near," and having uttered this word, (he loft power of her 
fpecch, her tongue being drawn back into her throat ; 
yet beckoning with her hand to the fpedlre to come' near 
her, and turning over the book, kept hereye upon thatpaf- 
fage of holy Scripture, Jobxxvii. 18. and pointing with 
her finger at the place, and ftiaking her head, turned over 
the book again, and recovering her fpeech, faid, " I'll let 
thee fee where God bids us feek and we (hall find ; and 
reading over the place, faid, it is God that gives us every 
good gift, we have nothing of our own, I fubmit to his 
will though I never be better; for God can make 
all my trouble turn to my advantage, accordiag ta 
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lis Word, Rom. yih. 28." wbich place flic tlem 
tead, and thus continued reafoning, for ihe fpace of aa 
hour. 

Sometimes fhe cried out of violent pain, by reafon of 
furious blows and ftrokes, (he had received frem the hands 
ofher tormentors, the noife of which {Irokcs, bye-ftanders 
diftinclly heard, though they perceived not the hands 
that gave them. 

One night the girl fitting with her parents and others 
cried out, fomcthing was woundin^ir her thigh ; upon 
which inftantly her mother putting her hand in the dam- 
fel's pocket, found her folding knife opened, which had 
been folded when put in her pocket ; but her uncle not 
trufting the thing, did again put up the knife, and leav- 
ing it folded in her pocket, en a fudden fhe cried out, as 
before, ihc knife was cutting her thigh, being unfelded by- 
means of J. P. and others, as fhe faid: upon which her 
uncle fearching her pocket again, fouild the knife opened 
as formerly. This happened twice cr thrice, to 
the admiration of the beholders, though they took 
fpecial notice that flic nor any other viiible hand open* 
ed it. 

Jan. 2fth, fhe was again feized with her fwooning fliff 
fits, with this remarkable variation ; her throat was 
fometimes mofl prodigioufly extended, and fometimcs as 
ftrangely contra^ed ; fo that (he appeared in palpable 
danger of being choaked ; and through the violence of 
pain in her throat, and difficulty of breathing, flruggled 
with feet and hands, as if fome had been afiually flran- 
gling her, and could fpeak or cry none; with which kind 
of fits fhe was frequently feized for fevcral days, and m 
the intervals, did declare, that the fore-mentioned perfons 
and others, (whom fhe could not get then named) were 
flrangling her, and that the occafion of her not having 
power to fpeak or cry in the fit. was a ball in her throat, 
which alfo was vifible to fpeftators ; for they did clearly 
difcern a bunch in her throat while in the fit) as bi^ as « 
pullet's cggy which had almoit choaked her. 
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Sometimes (he was kept from eating- her meat, having 
her teeth fet, when (he carried any fo©d to her m«uth. 
Divers times alfo (he was kept from drinking, when at 
meat ; for no fooner could (he taftc the drink, but (he 
was In hazard to be choaked thereby, and herfelf fomc- 
tlmes would have held the cup ft> hard betwixt her teeth, 
that It was not in the power of thofc with her to unloofe 
it. And when any thing had fallen out amifs in the place 
where (he was, as the falling and breaking of a cup, any 
body's receiving harm, and fuch like, fhe would fall 
a laughing and rejoice extremely ; which kind of 
jollity was far from the girl's temper when at 
herfelf. 

Feb. ift, fhe eflaying to tell fome things fhe had been 
forbidden by her tormentors to make known, was handled 
with Intolerable torments. At the beginning of her fits, 
ufually fhe would be kept oddly looking, fomctimei 
towards the chimney, fometlmes towards other par^ 
licular places in the room, hi?t could not always 
tell what fhe faw ; yet for ordinary fhe would name 
fuch and fuch perfons, who, fhe faid, were then 
come to caft her into fits. And when any dcfiied 
her to cry to the Lord Jefus for help, her teeth were in- 
flantly fet clofe, her eyes twifted almofl round in her 
head, and fhe was thrown upon the floor with the fllffnefs 
and poflurc of one that had been fome days laid for dead; 
and OH a fudden recovered again, and would weep bitterly, 
to remember what had befallen her. The fame day, 
when her fits were over, fhe faid, fhe now perceived it 
was by the means of a charm, that fuch reflraints 
v/ere laid upon her, that fhe could not tell what the witch- 
es had forbidden her to make known, but the charm 
might be found out (as fhe faid) by fcarching for it be- 
neath the bed where fhe lay; and fhe having quicjkly 
done this herfelf, found (to the apprthenfion of fpecta- 
tors) beneath the forefald bed, an entire egg- fhell open in 
the end, which being inflantly thrown into the fire, did 
melt away after the manner of wax, without any noifc 9$ 
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tgg fccUs ufc to make when buriing in the fire. After 
this the girl faid, fhc would not now be handled fo fevcrc- 
ly, upon cffaying to make known what the witches had 
forbidden her to tell, only her tongue would be drawn 
back into her throat, which accordingly happened. She 
did likewife inform her friends of many things fhe had 
Hot liberty to do, before the charm was found out, par- 
ticularly, that her tormentors had frequently folicited 
her to become a witch herfelf, and promifed her great 
riches and peifcft health aifo, to induce her thereunto. 
Which teniptation, fhe, through the infinite mercy of 
God, ftill refilled, rcafoning with them after this manner : 
the devil promifes what he cannot perform, and granting 
he could fulfil his promifes, yet I am Aire from the Scrip- 
turesf hell and the wrath of God will be the final reward 
of all fuch as yield to this wickednefs." To which (he 
received this reply, (which indeed, none but htfrfelf per- 
ceived) that, hell and the wrath of God fo much talked 
of, was not fo formidable as was reprefented. She alfo 
faid, the witches had importunately urged her to give 
them her aonfent, to take away- the life of her young 
Mer, who was at that time upon her mother's bread ; 
which temptation alfo, fhe was enabled through the grace 
of God to refift. She told her parents like#ife, there 
had been a charm laid upon the top of the houfe, where 
her young fitter was (the child having been fent out a 
nurfing, by reafon of the continued afHidion of the family) 
and tkat the charm had been placed upon the top of the 
houfe by pinched Maggy, who thereby did defign the 
taking away of her Mer's life ; and that this was the 
caufe why fhe hadfo oftei?, for fome weeks before, defired 
her mother to bring home her fifter, conftantly affirming, 
that the child would daily decay as long as fhe flaid there. 
Whereupon her parents obferving the daily decay of the 
infant, even to fkin and bone, brought her home, where 
fhe recovered. The girl being afked how fhe came to 
the knowledge of thcfe things i replied, fomcthing 

H 
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fpfaking diftinAly as it were above her head, had 
fuggefted thefcy and other things of that nature to 
her. 

Feb. 2d The girl being in the chamber with her mo- 
ther and others, was on a fuddcn ilruck with great fear 
and conftematlon, and fell a trembling upon the fight of 
John LindfaTy in Barloch, talking with her father in 
the hall. She faid to her mother, the forefaid Lindfay 
had beea always one of her moft violent tormentors, and 
that (he had been threatened with extreme tortares, if (he 
fliould offer to name him ; whereupon -fhe was dcfircd to 
go towards the place where he was, and touch fome part 
of his body in a way unknown to him, which having done 
with fome aveiiion, wasinftantly feized with extreme tor- 
tures in all the parts of her body. After which Lindfay 
was put to it, and interrogated thereupon ; but he giving 
no fatisfying anfwer, was defircd totake the damfel by 
the hand, which he being unwillingly induced to do, fhc 
was immediately upon his touch cafl into intolerable an- 
guiflies, her eyes being almofl twifled round in her head, 
and all the parts of her body becoming rigid and ftifiP, fell 
down in the poflure of one that had been laid for fome 
days dead, and afterwards got up in a fudden, and tear- 
ing her cloaths threw herfclf with violence upon 
him, and'* when her fit was over, fpe6lators did 
alfo take the damfel by the hand, yet no fuch e£Fc6l 
followed. 

About ikx at night there came an old Highland fellow 
to Bargarran, who calling himfelf a weary traveller, faid^ 
he behoved to lodge there that night, but the fenrantt 
refufing him lodging, gave him fomething by way of alms. 
At this time the damfel being in the chamber with her 
mother and another gcjitlewoman, faid to the befl of her 
appreheniion; there was one of the wicked crew in or a- 
bout the houfe at that time : whereupon her mother made 
hafle with her daughter down flairs towards the kitchen. 
A»d finding there unexpeftedly the Highland fellow^ 
whom the girl tl^cn accufcd as one of icr formc4itors,-|he 
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«ftred the Highlaid fellow to take her daughter by the 
handi which he being urged to do, the girl immediately 
upon kig touch wag gricToudy tormented in all the parts 
of her body. And this falling out in di?ine proTidenc^, 
Bargarran caufcd fccure him. 

The next morning, the mlnillcr haring come to Bar- 
garran to Yifit the damfcl, and the matter being imparted 
to him, called for the Highland fellow, and having quef- 
tioned him to and again about this matter, without any 
fatigfying amfwer, brought the child out of the chamber, 
coTering her face, and almoft her whole body with his 
cloak, and giving iigns to the Highland fellow to touch 
her in this pofture, as he had ordered him before, with- 
out the damfePs knowledge, which he having done with 
great averfion, the girl not knowing of his touch, wag in- 
flantly cad into intolerable agonies as formerly ; yet others 
afterwards touching her, no fuch event followed. And 
when her fits were over, (he befought the Highland fel- 
low, to allow her the liberty for to difcover and tell per- 
ibig that haunted and molefted her, whom he had forbid- 
den her to make known : Upon which the old fellow 
looking at her with an angry countenance, her mouth 
was inllantly flopped, and her teeth fet : And being dc- 
fired by thoft prefent to fpeak her mind freely, whether 
he would or not, at length replied, (he feared to do it. 
And when through the Importunity of John Maxwell of 
Dargavel and Porterfield of Fulwood, and fome other 
gentlemen there prefent, (he effayed to declare her mind» 
flie was feized with her fits again. 

Before this time, the lamentable cafe of the affli6led 
damfel and family, had been reprcfented to His Majefty's 
xtioil honourable privy council, who upon fcrious applica- 
tion made to them, worthily and pioudy granted a com- 
miflion to a noble lord and fome worthy gentlemen, to 
make inquiry into the fame. By virtue of this commif- 
fion, fome fufpeAed pcrfons were feized; particularly 
Feb. 4. Alexander Anderfon, an ignorant, irreligious fel- 
bw« who had been always of evil fame, and accnfed \^r 
Hz 
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the affllAed damfcl, by a fpecial order from the commif- 
fioaers for ioquiry, was apprehended and comnitted f 
prifon ; as was tUo Elifabeth Anderfon his daughter, 
upon flagrant prefumptiona of witchcraft ; for the other 
yeary Jean Fultoni her grandmother, an old fcandalou» 
woman, being cited before the kirk-feflion, and accufed 
for hideous curfing, and imprecating mifchief upon feveral 
perfons, which had been followed with fatal events, the 
forementioned Elifabeth Anderfon, her grandchild, who 
lived in the houfe with her, did declare before the fefHon, 
fhc had frequently fcen the devil in company with her 
grandmother, in the likenefs of a fmall black man, who 
"ufually did evanifii on a fadden within the walls of the 
houfe, when any body came to the dobr. Upon thia 
prefumption was the faid Elifabeth Anderfon feized with 
her father, and committed to cuftody ; but at firfl mod 
obftinatcly denied acccfiion any manner of way to the fin 
of witchcraft, until afterwards, when ferioufly impor- 
tuned and dealt with in the prtfon by two gentleman, did, 
before (he came to Bargarran's houfe, confefs her guilt, 
without Bargarran's knowledge at that time. And that 
flic had been at fcveral njeetin^^ with tbf? devil ^ni witqhn 
cs, and amongft otbersj fee did decfare her own father, an<f 
the forementioned Highland fellow, to have been aftive 
inftruments of the girl's trouble ; and gave, before fhe - 
was confronted with him, exa6l marks of this Highland 
body, and though (he declared fhe knew not his name; yet 
when confronted with him, did accufe him, and affirm he 
was the perfon (he fpoke of. See No* A of the appendix* 
February 5th, a quorum of the commiffioners being 
met at Bargarran, and the perfons then delated by £lifa« 
beth Anderfon to haye been at meetings with the devfl, 
and a6iive inftrumenta of the darafePs trouble, vi?. Alex- 
ander Anderfon her father, Agnes Naefmith, Margaret 
Fultoun, James Lindfay alias Curat, John Luidfay alias 
BIfhop, Katharine Campbell were all of them (excepting 
John Lindfay alias BIfhop, was not then apprehended )> 
confronted with Katharine Shaw before the lord Blaa- 
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fcTeral other gentlemen of note, and minidcrs then pre- 
feat, and accufed by her as her torm*ntc> «^. And they 
hariag all fererally touched her in prefen;:^ of the cooimif- 
fioners, fhc was at each of their touches fcixed with griev- 
ous fiti. and oa{t into intolerable angui/bes, others then 
prefent alfo touching her the fame way, but no fuch ef» 
fedi followed. And it is remarkable, when Kathannc 
Campbell touched the girl, fhe was immediately upon her 
touch feized with more grievous (its, and cad into more 
iatoli^rable torments than what followed upon the touch 
of the other accufed perfons, whereat Campbell htrfelf 
being damped and confounded, though (he had formerly^ 
declined to blefs her, uttered thefe words ; " The Lord 
God of heaven and earth blefs thee, and favc thee both 
foul and body :" After which the damfel when the fita 
were over, in which flic had been a moft pitiful fpeftacle, 
did declare, (he was bow loofcd, and that (he might freely 
touch any of the accufed perfcns, or they her after this, 
without trouble, which accordingly upon trial fell fo out, 
and being inquired how flie came to the knowledge of 
that, anfwered as formerly in the like cafe, That fome- 
thiBg fpeaking didln^tly as it were above her head, fug* 
gcfted this to her ; and likcwife ufually gave her the 
knowledge of the names of her tocmeators, and places in 
which chey lived. 

February 6, The girl being feized with fore fits, fomc- 
thing was feen in her mouth, to the judgment of fpedla- 
tors like piee^s of orange pills iavifibly conveyed into her 
mouth, which fhe feemed ia her agonies to be chewing, 
and having got down her throat, as thofe prefent appre* 
hcnded, (he did fall dowa dead and ftifF, as if (he had been 
choaked, Ifcruggling with her feet and hands, as if at the 
laft gafp, her throat fwelling rn a prodigious manner ; to 
the afFrightment of fpedtators, and when recovered, but 
yet in the light fit ; fhe would fay, O it was a very fwect 
orange pill which I got from the gentlewoman, and did 
ooA^ntly a£rm the fame, declaring alio that there htd 
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been others there prcfent with the gentlewoman, particu- 
larly Margaret L or pinched Maggy, whofe Grnanac 

fhe had neither power nor liberty to exprefs, neither dtfrft 
(he offer to do it, left (he (hould be tormented as was 
threatened, and always fell out when fhe cfTayed to do it, \ 
either by fpeaking or writing, which had appeared the day \ 
liefore in the prelcnce of the commifHoners. 

About this time, 1 ho mas Lindfay, a young boy, not ' 
yet twelve years of age, was feized, upon flagrant prc- 
furoptions of witchcraft ; he had faid before feveral credi- 
ble perfonf, the devil was his father, and if he pleafed he 
could fly in the likencfs of a crow upon the maft of a 
ihip. He fometimes caufed a plough ftand and the horfc t 
break the yoke, upon the pronouncing of fome word^ 
and turning himfelf about wider-fhins ; that is turning 
himfelf round from the right hand to the left, contrary 
to the natural courfe of the fun. This he would do upon 
the dcfire of any body who gave him a halfpenny. Upon 
thefeand the like flagrant prefumptions ht was apprehend- 
ed, who, at firft, though he continued moft obftinate in 
denial, yet afterwards confcfTcd to the minifter in his own 
houfe, before famous witneflcs, compaft with the devil, 
and that he had received the infcnfible mark from the de- 
vil, which is vifible upon his body ; as alfo, that he had 
been at feveral meetings with the devil and witches, where 
he faid were prefent, his brother James, with others, and 
particularly thofe who had been delated by Anderfon. 
This he confefTed, with fome other wickednefs of thift 
kind before he was committed t© cuftody in Bargarran 
houfe. 

After this Bargarran made diligent fearch for Jamea 
Lindfay, elder brother to Thomas, having been all along 
accufcd by the aifiiAed damfel as one of her troublcra, 
whom fhe called the gley'd or fquint eyed elf (as he was 
indeed) for that was the name the crew about her gave 
him,' who when he was brought upon the place, though 
he did at flrfl moil obflinately deny his guilt, yet at length 
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through the endeavours of Mr. Patrick Simpfow, a ncigk- 
liour minifter, ingenioufly confcflcd the guilt he was 
charged with, and in his confefiion did agree in every ma- 
terial circumftance with the other two, though he knew 
not what they had confeffed, he having not feen them be- 
fore his confefiion, nor had he any occafien of informa- 
tion in conference with others thereanent, being immedi- 
ately brought to the place from the tolbooth of Glafgow, 
where he had been fome weeks before that time in prifon, 
ap a vagabond beggar upon a dcfign to have fent him to 
foreign plantations. 

A more particular account of what they freely confeffed 
and acknowledged before the commiflioners, for inquiry^ 
wc have for the fatlsfadfon of the reader fubjoined to 
the narratiYc, with an abllra(5l of the report made by the 
commiflioBcrs to the lords of his majefty's mod honourable 
privy council, concerning the whole affair 

February i r. There was by the prefbytery's appoint- 
ment, a public faft kept upon the damfcl's account in the 
church of Erfkine, in which Mr. Turner minifter of the 
place began the work with prayer, expounding Rev. xii. 
from ver. 7.. to ver. 13. Mr- James Hutchifon minifter 
at Kilellan took the next turn ©f prayer, and did preach 
upon I Pet. V 8. and Mr. Simpfon concluded the work, 
preaching upon Matthew xvii. 20. 21 . where the girl was 
prefent all day ; but before ftie came to church that 
morning, ftie told, that while fhe was in one of her fits, 
the night before, fhe heard the devil fpeaking of that pu- 
blic faft, and what miniftcrs were to be there, and that 
old man Mr. James Hutchifon fhould ftumble, and his 
peruke fall off as he went up to the pulpit, and all the 
people (hould laugh at him, and he fhould break his neck 
in going home. And when flie came out ot the church 
after the forenoon's work, fhe fald, the devil was a liar ; 
for no fuch thing fell out as he had threatened. She was 
all day very quiet in church, although being in fomc of* 
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ker light fits, fome fpeares appeared in time of the public- 
work which fhc told of thereafter. 

Abont fix at night, thdre were prcfcnt in the cham- 
ber with the damlcl, Mr. Simpfon with hit wife, lady 
Northbarr and others, dlfcouifing and conferring about 
her cafe ; and while they were conferring together, (he 
told them, (he would gladly make fome things kaowa if 
(he durft for her tormentors ; and afterwards cffaying t* 
do it, was inftantly fcixed with a rioleot fit ; In wkich fkc 
leapt ilraight up, and appeared as if (he had been eboak- 
cd, fo it was as much as one or two could do, to hold 
her faft in their arms ? and when the fit was over, Mr^ 
Simpfon going about family worfhip, did expound Pfalm 
ex. and fpeaking of the limited power of the adverfaries 
of our Lord JefusChrlft, from the latter part of ver. i. 
(he was on a fuddcn fcizcd with another grievous fit, in 
which (lie put out of her m©uth fome blood, which raifcd- 
grounds of fear and jcaloufy in the minds of fpedators, 
that fomcthing in her mouth hurting her, had been the 
occafion of it ; yet they could not get ker mouth opened^ 
though they ufed means to open the fame, her teeth being 
clofe fet. And in the interval of the fit, (he being a(ked, 
if (he found any thing in her mouth, that had been the 
occafion of her putting out of blood ; (he replied, (he 
found nothing, nor knew the caufe thereof : but opening 
her mouth, thofe prefcnt found one of her double teeth 
newly drawn out, but knew not what became of the 
tooth ; for though fearch was made for the fame, it could 
not be found : after which the ralRifter proceeded upon 
the fame fubjedl, but was again interrupted by her 
renewed fits, yet clofcd the exercife with prayer, 
after which without more trouble, ihe was taken to her 
bed. 

February la Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar- 
tha Semple, being delated by the tliree confcffants, and 
accufed by the girl to have been adive inftruments in her 
trouble, came of their own accord to Bargarran's houfe, 
and before they cimc up ftairs, the girl faid, (he wm now 
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U^uad upy and could not accufe Margaret Lang to H<r 
face ; and accordingly the girl's mother having dcfired 
fome of thofe who were fitting by her, to fetl fome parti 
of her body, and they having done it, found her body fo 
ftifF and inflexible, that there was no moving of it, and 
immediately again, foiind fome parts of her body fo con- 
traded and drawn hard together, as if by cords : after 
this, Margaret Lang tiid her daughter, having gone t6 
the chamber to the girl, did in prefcncc of the minifters 
and others, defirc the damfel to come to her, for fhc 
would da her no harm, and laying her arrai about her, 
fpake very fairly to her, and queftioned her, if ever (he 
had feen her or her daughter amongft her tormentors, to 
which the girl did pofitively reply, Sie had frequently feett 
her daughter ; but declined through fear to accufe her- 
felf, faying faintly, No. After which Margaret and hei* 
daughter x*eturnlng into the hall, and the minifter enquir- 
ing at her why (he faid No, feeing (he had accufed her 
before, Ihc anfwered, take me contrary, upon which fhc 
was feizcd with a grievous fit ; yet after her recovery, be- 
ing urged again bv thofe prefcnt- 19 tell her jnin4 frcdy, 
Vfhcther or not Margaret Lang was one of her tornrefft- 
ors, the child thereupon cffaying to fay Yes, and having 
half pronounced the word, was cad into unexpreffible 
anguifhes ; and again, in the interval of the fit, (he effayed 
to exprefs the fame thing, and faying the word, Tint 
(that is lofl) was on a fudden flruck with another fit, and 
when the fit was over, and the child returned to the cham- 
ber, Margaret Lang who was fitting- near the hall door, 
fpokc thefe words after her, •< The Lord blefs thee, and 
ding (that is beat or drive) the devil out of thee." A 
little after which words, Margaret going down flairs, the 
damfel came to the hall, and faid, her bonds were now 
loofcd, and that now fhe could accufe Margaret Lang to 
her face, and declared the occafion of her being fo reftrain- 
cdand bound up while Margaret was prcfent, was her let- 
ting fall a parcel of haii at the hall door as fhe came in ; 
kcing a charm made by her for that end, which alfo ha4 
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fccen the occafion of her utteriag the word tint, In the 
former fit : and accordingly a parcel of hair had bee« 
found at the hall door, after Margaret Lang had gone 
ftraight from the halljp the chamber, which immediately 
was cafl into the fire and burned. And it it remarkable 
that it could be attefted, that there wat no hair, or any 
other thing elfe in that place before Margaret Lang came 
. in, and the girl being inquired what way (he knew Mar- 
garet Lang kad laid the forementioned charm upon her, 
replied, fomething fpeaking diftindlly to her as it were a- 
bove her head had fuggcftcd that to her. 

About eight at night (he was fevercly handled in her 
fits, much after the former manner, and while (he was in 
her fwooaing fits, there was feen in her mouth a pin, 
wherewith (he fccmed almoft choaked, but by divine pro- 
vidence it was with great difficulty got out. After this 
/he was fomewhat compofed> and did not much complain 
of pain ; but was dillindly heard to entertain difcourfc 
with fome invifible creature about her, and the replies 
given by her, and heard by thofe who took care of her, 
gave them ground to conclude (he was tempted to'fet her 
hand to a paper then prefented to her, with promifes that 
upon her yielding thereunto, flie fhould never be troubled 
any more; as alfo that fhefhould get fweet meats,a drink of 
fack, a bonny handfome coat with filver lace ; She was alfo 
diftindly heard fay,rcfifting the tempter, ** Thou art a fil- 
thy fow, (hould 1 obey thee ; this was not the end of my 
creation, but to glorify God and enjoy him for ever ; and 
thou promifeth what thou cannot perform, art thou an- 
gry at me for faying thou fow, what fhould I call thee, 
but thou filthy fow ; art thou not the filthy devil, for as 
brave as thou art with thy filver and gold lace, wouldeft 
thou have me renounce my baptifm. Do^ thou promifc 
to give me brave men in marriage, and fine cloaths, and 
pcrfed health, if I fhould confcnt thereunto ? Doft thou 
fay my baptifm will do me no good, bccaufe thou alledgeft 
he was not a fuffigicnt miniller that baptized me ? thou 
art a liar, I will be content to die^ before L renounce my 
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taptifm,*0 through the grace of God I will never do it.* 
Aid thus (he continued reafoning, being both blind and 
deaf, for the fpacc of two houn ; and when (he came to 
hcrfclf, did declare, it was the devil who firft prefcnted 
himfclf, tempting her in the (hape of a fow, to renounce 
her baptifm, as is hinted ; and that he did chide her 
when fhe called him thou fow, and immediately appeared 
to her again, in the fhape of a brave gentleman, as hav- 
ing gQ-d sind iilver lace on his cloaths, (lill urging her to 
renounce her baptifm, which temptation flie through the 
fpecial afliftance of the grace of God, cfFeAually refifted ; 
bhc alfo faid; that it had been fuggefted to her by the 
fpirit, fpeaking to her, as it were above her head, 
after the combat with the tempter was over, that 
one of her tormentors would be at the houfe the 
morrow. 

February 1 3. fhe was feized with a fore fit about twelve 
o'clock of the day, in which (he continued for more than 
two hours fpace, both deaf and blind. Thofe in the room 
with her, crying to her with a luud voice, and pinching 
her hands and othtr parts of her body ; but all to no pur- 
pofe* And in this pofture was hurried to and fro with 
violence through the room : And when any body by 
force offered to hinder the dangerous and violent motion, 
(he feemed to be upon, fhe would roar exceedingly, fome- 
times fhe defired her father and nacther and others to 
come and take her home, (fuppofing herfelf not lo be in 
her father's houfe) when the girl wat in this deplorable 
condition, Margaret Roger, who lived in the neighbour' 
hood, came to the houfe of Bargarran, enquiring for the 
lady ; and having come up flairs, the parents of the dam- 
fel remembering what the girl bad faid the night before, 
that one of her tormt ntors was to come that day to the 
houfe, brought Margaret Roger to the chamber where 
the girl was, and fo foon as fhe entered the door; the 
^amfel though fhe could difcerti none of thefc who were 
,prefent with her, nor anfwer them when they cried to 
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hf r ; yet prcfently faw her, and ran towards her^ cryia^, 
** Maggy, Maggy, where haft thou been ? wilt thou take 
mc with thee, for toy father and mother have left me.'* 
Whereupon fpedators being aftonifhed, caufed Margaret 
fpeak to the child, which fhe having done, the girl dif. 
tinAly heard and anfwcred her every word. After this, 
the three confefTants were alfo brought up tO the chamber 
where the damfel was, and.fo foon as they entered the 
door, flie ran alfo to them laughing, as if Ihe had been 
overjoyed, anfwering them when they fpoke to her ; and 
Margaret Roger there prcfent, being confronted with 
the confeffants: they did declare, that fhe had been 
at meetings with the devil and witches in Bargarran 
orchard, confulting and contriving Chriftian Shaw's 
ruin. 

The Lord's day following, being February 14. after 
fome fkort intervaJs, fhe was again feized with her fits, ia 
which ftie faid, " Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar- 
tha Semple, were tormenting her and cutting her throat;" 
which words, through violence of pain, a«d difficulty of 
breathing, fhe uttered with a low and hardly audible 
Yoice, and upon the naming of Margaret Lang and her 
daughter fhe was tofted and dreadfully tormented in all 
the parts of her body, being made fometimes f ftand 
upon her head and feet at once, fometimes her belly 
fwelling like a drum ; and falliBg. again in a fuddeo, and 
fometimes her head and other parts of her body were like 
to be fhaken in pieces, fo that fpe6lators feared fhe would 
never fpeak more. And when the fit was over, fhe dcs- 
dared, Margaret Lang faid to her, when in the fit, *That 
fhe would give her a tofly,' (which imports hot and ferere 
handling) for naming her. 

At this time fhe was feldom frfc of her light fits, 
which for mofl part were all the refpite and cafe fhe had 
from the unezpreffible agonies fhe endured in her more 
grievous fits, unlefs when afleep : and while fhe was in 
thefe fits, no body could perfuade her to pray, yet when 
ia a right compofure of miad and perfedly at herfclf, ibc 



d by Google 



101 



would weep bitterly to remember thi«, cxprcffing her 
tears, Ic;ft that might be anjr c^ridencc God would forfakc 

February 18. About twa id the afternooB, fhe bcioir 

'I ^ ^^^^ ^^* ^^'"^^ * ^^^ ^'''^ "^^ appeared to her in 
the Ihapc of a man ;' whereupon being ftruck with great 
fear and co»fternauon, was defired to pray witH an audi. 
We voice, * the Lord rebuke thee, Satan,' which fhe eflay. 
«g to dQ, inilantly loft power of fpeeeh, her teeth being 
let, and her tongue drawn back into her threat, and /he 
effaying again, was immediately fcized with another 
grievous fit: in whioh her eyes being twiftcd almoft round 
i« h«r head, fhe fell down as one dead, ftruggling with 
her feet and hands, and again getting up on a fudden 
was hurried with violence to and fro through the rooni 
deaf and blind ; yet was fpeaking with fome invifiblc 
creatures about her, faying, « with the Lord's ftrength, 
thou fhalt neither put ftraw nor flick into my mouth*'' 
After this, (he tried in a pitiful manner, the bumbee has 
ftinged me, then prefently fitting down and looiing her 
ftockings, put her hand to that part which had been 
nipped or pinched, whereupon fpe^iators did vifibly dif- 
«crn the lively marks of nails of fingers deeply imprinted 
on that fame part of her leg And when flie oane to 
ierfelf, fhe did declare, * that fomething fpeaking to her 
a» it were above her head,' told her it was M. M. in a 
neighbouring parifti, (naming the place) «that had ap- 
peared to her and pinched her leg in the likenefs of a 
bumbee.' She likewife did declare, that the forementioned 
M. M. * inftantly after this had been fuggeftcd to her 
appeared in her own fhape, and likenefs as fte ufed to be 
at other times.' Shortly after this, being ftill fcized 
with her light fit, fhe whifpered in her mother's ear 
* the devil was now appearing to her again in the fhape 
J>f a gentleman :' and being inftantly feized with her fits 
m which fhe was both blind and deaf, was diftindly heard 
arguing after this manner, * thou thinkeft to tempt me to 
ic a witch J but through Ood'sflrcngth thou fhalt never* 
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be the better; I charge thee»iB the name of God, to hib* 
gone and thy papers too. In the Lord's firength I will 
not fear thee. I will ftand here and fee if thou can come 
one ftep nearer mCf I think thou feareft me more than I 
fear thee/ Then turning herfelf again, ihc was hurried 
tp and fro with violence through the room, as formerly, 
f<^y!ng, * (he was bitten or pinched very (ore in the hand 
with teeth, and nipped with fingers abou€ twenty *four 
times ;' which conilrained her to horrid fcreechs and 
outcries at cveiy time fhe received them, fhewing and 
pointing with her finger to thefe parts of her arm and 
leg which had been pinched and bitten, but neither faw 
•nor heard any about her. And accordingly fpeflatord 
did vifibly difcern the evident marks of teeth and nails of 
fingers upon htr arms and legs. In this pofture the girl 
continued from two till five in the afternoon, and when 
her mifery was over, ihe faid, * M. M. told her in the fit^ 
that Margaret Lang, then in cuftody^ had ordered her to 
liandle her after that manner. And that Margaret Lang 
had a eomnanding power over her.' 

Friday and Saturday thereafter, being Feb. 19th and 
2pth, ihe was frequently feized with the foremen tioned 
fi^ts, and being violently bitten, pinched, and nipped, ia 
her hands, neek, and other parts of her body, fo that 
the clear marks of the nails of fingers and fleads of tecth^ 
both upper and lower, with the fpittle and fiaver of a 
jnouth thereupon, was evidently feen by fpedators. 
About this time, when feised with her blind and deaf fits^ 
a crooked fellow appeared to her, having his feet deformed^ 
his two heels wrying inward toward one another, and the 
foreparts of his feet outward from one another, fo that 
the broadfide of his feet moved foremoft, and upon the 
appearing of this fellow her feet were put in the very fame 
pollure, during the time he tormented her. It is to be 
noticed, that there is a fellow in one of the neighbouring 
piarifbes, wbofe feet are exa£lly in that manner deformed^ 
who has been a long time of ill fame^ and given up by the 
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Cottfcffanta, to have been at mectmgg with the de^il and the 
ted of the crew, la Bargarran orchard. 

Saturday, being Feb. 20th, the whole family being 
gone to bed, they had left a great quantity of peats or 
turf, befide the hall chimney, which the next morning 
they faw them burnt to afhes, though there had been no 
fire in the chimney nor near them, fo that the plaifter and 
ftoaes of the wall, where the peats or turf lay, were in a 
great part turned to rubbifh, through the violence of the 
fire, but no other damage followed, the hall floor being laid 
with ftoncf, and the peats lying within the bofiom of a 
large chimney brace. 

Feb. 27th, The chamber fire having been covered with 
^flies in the chimney, when the family went to bed, the 
next morning, though a good quantity of flihes had been 
left, yet they found all clean fwept away, and no appear- 
ance of afhes nor fire there at all ; albeit none in the fa-^ 
«ily that night nor next morning had been there after the 
fire wai gathered, before this was obfervcd. 

In fits of this kind (he continued for feveral days there- 
lifter, naming the forementioned crooked fellow, J. R. 
and M. A. living in the neighbouring parifhes, which two 
women w^re delated, by the three confeflants to bt a* 
mongft her tormentors, and particularly upon the Lord's 
day, being Feb. 21ft, and the Monday following, the faid 
J. R. appearing to her grievoufly vexed her, withal telling 
her (he was commiilioned fo to do, the gentlewoman M. 
-M. haying a pain In her head at the time, and fo not able 
to cfdme forth, concerning which, it is worthy of remark, 
that the damfel declared M. M. to have appeared to her 
about two days thereafter, with her head bound up with 
a napkin or handkerchief, in which like habit or poflure, 
fhe did not formerly appear. 

Upon Thurfday thereafter, being Feb. 25th, flie con- 
tinued in the former fits, weeping bitterly and complaining 
of pain in both her fides: fhe alfo told in the interval of 
her fits, that fhe was that night to be in ^ery grievous and 
fwc fits, her tormentors being refolvcd to choak her, by, 

Kz 
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putting pins in her mouth, which (though flic emptied her* 
fclf of all that were in her cloaths) yet accordingly came f 
pafs; in whieh fhc was both blind and deaf, leaping up aad 
down in an extraordinary manner, pulling down whatever 
tame to her hand ; and thus continued for fomc days, put- 
ting out of her mouth a great quantity of fmall brokea 
pins, which (he declared, J. R. had forced in the fame. 

Upon the Lord's day, being the laft bf Feb, about five 
o'clock in the afternoon, fhe fell into grievous fits, ac- 
companied with hideous or loud laughing, leaping, and 
running with violence t# and fro, and thereafter wept forc^ 
crying out of pain, that a little Highlandman (whom fhc 
knew to be fuch by his habit and fpeech) was now break- 
ing her leg; which (becaufc of pain) fhc fcarce could ^et 
told in the fit, and putting her hand to ^"he part of her 
leg tfffedled, fpeftators untying her flocking, diftinAIy 
obferved a fore bruifc in her fhin bone ; which, when 
touched, did fo pain her, that fhe uttered horrid fcrecck* 
and cries ; and when recovered, did declare, tliat ^hc 
littk Highland fellow had given her that bruife. After 
this, fhe put out of her mouth a crooked pit^ "by which 
(he told the forefaid Highland fellow having forced it into 
bcr iftoUth, defigned to choak her. 

The iirft eight days of March, fhe continued lii her 
fotrftet fits, with little variation, putting out of her mouth 
a great numbeY of fmall pins, often faintittg and falling, 
as dead, upon the ground on a fudden, again flrugg4ing 
with feet and hands; by all which, her natural fpirits were 
much weakened and exhaufled ; fometimes alfo fhe eflayed 
to go into the fire. About this time, when minillers and 
other chriflians met in the family for prayer, fhe ufed at 
the beginning of the work to make great difturbitice^ 
particularly, March zd, which day, being fet apart for 
fatting and prayer in the family, prayer begun, fhe wao 
for fome time very compofed, until of a fudden, a ftrong 
blaft of wind forced open the windows of the room, upon 
which fhe was inflantly feized with a violent fit, the mi- 
nifter in the very fame time fupplicating God, that (he 
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might be delitercd from Satan's bonds ; in which fit flic 
being both bh'nd and deaf as to all, except her tormentors, 
was hurried with violence to and fro in the room, fometimes 
falling down as one dead, fometimes finging and making 
a hideous loud noife, fometimes naming M. M. and o- 
thers; who, (he faid, were there prcfent, afflI6ting and tor- 
mciting her, withal, naming the particular places of the 
room where fhe faw them ftanding and fitting. After 
all which, when recovered out of the fit, (he told that 
a gentlewoman and a little Highland fellow, came in with 
the blaft of wind which forced open the windows. This 
falling out upon the Tuefday, /he continued in the light 
fit without any intermiffioo, till the Sabbath thereafter, 
ntt being feized with any of her fore fits : and having 
gone to church the Lord's day following, was perfeftly 
well for the moft part of the day ; yet affirmed (he faw 
Janet Wagh and others, in one of the windows of the 
church, though invifible to all others. 

Tuefday, being March 9th, her mother and Margaret 
Campbell, her coufin, took the damfel to walk with them 
in the orchard ; and returning back to the houfe, her mo- 
ther entering the tower gate fir ft, the damfel being at her 
back, and Margaret Campbell tarrying a little while at 
the gate ; her mother going into the kitchen, fuppofed 
they had been with her, whereas the damfel was, of a fud- 
den, carried away in a flight up ftairs with fo fwift and 
unacountable a motion, that her abfence was not in the 
leaft fufpefted ; her mother turning and miffing her, cried, 
whither is Chriftian and Margaret Campbell? and inftant- 
ly running up ftairs to look for the damfel, beard a noife, 
and following the feme, found the damfel leaping and 
dancing upon one of the ftairs, being feized with fits, 
out of which wheo fhe had recovered fhe told, that J. P. 
had carried her away from her mother's back, as fhe en- 
tered the kitchen door, (her not touching the iground to 
her apprehenfion) and that with a defign to ftrangle her 
in an high wardrobe with ropes^ on which the linen ufcd 
^® dry, but that the {aid J. P. could carry her po fuxthcr 
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than the place where (he was foundi and did therefore 
leave her in fuch a violent fit. 

Upon the Lord's day thereafter, being March 14th, 
here fits again altered, in that her mouth and nofe were 
prodigiouffy diftorted and turning about while in the fit» 
her face being thereby flrangely and horribly deformed. 
The fame day (he being in church in the forenoon, her 
glove falling from her, the fame was again put into her 
handbyfome invifible agent, to the amazement of beholders. 
To which we add here, as that which is worthy of remark, 
that all this while an invifible being, haunted her on all 
occafions, fuggelling many things to her, both concerning 
herfclf and others ; but yet never heard by any but herfdf. 

The fame day betwixt fermons, flie told that (he was 
to be violently tormented in the afternoon ; which ac- 
cordingly came to pafs, and when in her fits (he named 
one J. K. a woman living in the neighbouring bounds, of 
whom (he faid, that fhe had feen her in the church ; as 
alfo that ihe was mafter of thefe kind of fits (he was af- 
fiided with ; withal affcrting, that if the faid j. K. were 
not fent for, fhe would grow worfe and worfe ; which her 
parents finding to be true, fent in the evening for the faid 
J. K. threatning her, if the damfel wasany further trou- 
bled with her, that fhe fhould be apprehended as others 
had been ; after which the damfel being in the mean time 
in a very fore fit, the forementioned J K. prayed (though 
not defired) that God might fend the damfel her health ; 
whereupon the damfel was no more troubled with thefe 
kind of fits ; but did inftantly recover, by falling into a 
fwoon a? fhe ufcd to do before recovery out of any of her 
fits. 

Tuefday, being March i6th^ fhe was again fcized 
with her. other kind of fits, all the parts of her body being 
lliff and rigid ; and fomctimes in them was heard con- 
verfirig with the gentlewoman (as fhe called her) vindi- 
cating herfelf of what the gentlewoman alledged againfl 
her, viz. that fhe had accufed fome innocent perfons at 
her tormentors. To which the damfel diftindly replied. 
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other ever mentioned any fuch thing. 

Thus (he continued until the Friday thereafter, being 
never free of the liglit fits, now and then alfo falling into 
fwoons, and appeared to be almoil choaked by the means 
of fome charms and enchantments invifibly conveyed into 
her mouth ; which, to the apprehenfion of fpeftators, 
were as if it had been pieces of chefnuts, orange pills, 
whites of eggs, or fuch like, all which were diflindlly 
obferved, when occafionally in the fit fhc opened her 
mouth ; and when fpcdators effayed to get th«m out, fhc 
kept her mouth and teeth fo clofe, that no ftrength could 
open the fame. When recovered out of the fit, fhe told 
L. M. a woman living In the neighbouring bounds, had 
put them in her mouth. ,>^'^ 

Upon Friday being March JT^th, fhe was violently tor- 
mented with fore fits, in which her neck was diftorted and 
bended back like a bow towards her heels, flruggling with 
feet and hand^, fometimes fliff, blind, and deaf, putting 
out of her mouth a great number of fmall pins; which fhe 
fald the forementioncd L. M. had put In her mouth. And 
about fix o'clock that fame night being violently torment- 
ed, fell a-crying, that if the gentlewoman was not ap- 
prehended that night, it would be in vain to apprehend 
her to-morrow : for, faid fhe, I have much ta fufFer at 
her hands betwixt twelve and one o'clock in the morning. 
After this the damfel lifting up her eyelids with her hands, 
and looking upwards, faid, what art thou that tells me 
that the fheriff and my father are coming here this night ? 
After which the fheriff, her father, and James Guthrie, 
macer to the jufticiary court, inftantly came up flairs, to 
the amazement of thofe who remembered what the dam- 
fel juft now had faid. The damfel continuing all this 
while blind and deaf; yet was heard (the forefaid perfons 
being prefcnt) diftindlly to difcourfe with fome invifible 
being near to her, faying, Is the fheriff come, is he near 
me? and flretching out her hand to feel if any were about 
hcri the fheriff put his hand in her's, notwithllanding of 
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which, (he faid to the invifiblc beiag difcourfing with her, 
* I cannot feel the fherlfF, how can he be prefent here ? 
or how can I have him by the hand as thou fayeft, feeing 
I feel It not ? Thou fayeft he hath brown coloured cloaths, 
red plufh breei:he8 with black ftripes, flowered muflia 
cravat, and an embroidered fword-belt. Thou fayed there 
18 an old grey haired man with him, having a ring upon 
his hand ; but I can neither fee nor feel any of them. 
What, are they come to apprehend the gentlewoman ? is 
that their errand indeed ?' And the girl being enquired 
how (he came to the knowledge of thefe ftrange things ; 
replied as formerly in the like cafe, fomcthing fpeaking 
dlllindly as above her head, fuggeiled them to her. It 
is very obfervable here, that the forefaid perfons had that 
fame afternoon got an order from the commiilioners of 
jufticiary to apprehend the fame gentlewoman, and were 
{a far on their way to put it in execution againft the next 
morning ; but being witncflcs to the damfel's trouble, 
and hearing what fhc had told, viz. that a delay in that 
matter, would prove to her exceeding dangerous, they 
went ftraight on in their journey that fame night to the 
gentlewoman's habitation, and put their warrant to exc- 
cution. 

As the damfcl ftill continued to be violently tormented, 
fometimcs lying with her neck and other parts of her 
body upon the ground ; as if they had been disjointed, 
fometimes alfo eSaying to throw herfelf into the fire. 
About ten o'clock the fame night, (he continuing in the 
fit, her father (who had not gone with the fheriff) be- 
ginning to read a part of the word o£ God, fhc repeated 
the words after him though blind and deaf in the mean 
time, which made fpedators apprehend, that the damfel 
had the fenfe of hearing in thefe forts of fits, at lead 
when' the word of G6d was read : to find out the truth 
of which, her father did ceafe from reading, which though 
he did ; yet the damfel continued to repeat the following 
verfcs of the chapter, while none in the room were reacU 
ing, and fhc hcrfclf had no book j withal being heard faj 
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to fdme inTifible being sbout iier. Wilt thou teach me 
a part of the Old Teftament at well as the Nevr. 

The damfel ftfU continuing in the forementioned fitly 
faid unto the perfons prefent, that now it was twelve of 
the clock ; oh ! it is now pafl twelve, fometimes lying at 
one dead, through the violence of pain and decay of her 
natural fpirits, fometimes again recovering, cflayed to 
exprcfs fomewhat, but could not ; withal putting out of 
her mouth a great quantity of crooked pins, and the parts 
of her body being prodigiously diftorted, (he complained 
of great pain : thus (he continued until half am hour after 
twelve o'clock ait night ; when on a fudden flic recovered, 
to the admiration of beholders, telling them, (he might 
now go to bed, being told by fome invidble informer, 
that the (heriff and the other gentleman, to wit, the macer, 
had now entered the gentlewoman's houfe, and accord* 
ingly going to bed, was no further troubled that night. 
It i^ worthy of remark here, that the (heriff and macer, 
at their i^eturn, did declare, that it was juft about that 
time they entered the geatlewoman's houfe, which the 
damfel condefcended upon. 

Saturday, being March 20th, about ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, (he was of afudden feized with fits, falling down 
sw One dead, her eyes quite clofed, fometimes again 
opening and turning in her head, (he faw nor heard none 
abokit her, but was hurried with violence to and fro 
through the room, crying with a loud voice when any 
hy force would hinder her motion. She being in thil 
p6ft^re, and deprived thus of her fenfes, James Lindfay, 
one of the three confe(fants, was brought into the room, 
^ho HO fooner had entered the door but Was perceived 
hy her, and ftte, fmiling, ran towards hJm, faying, Jamie, 
where halt thou been thi% long time, how is it With- 
thee ? and anfwered him diftin^ly to every word he fpake^ 
thottgk at the fame time fhe tiefither heard ifior fliw any 
oth^r in the f oom> nor coaid converfc ^ith them, albeit, 
tried by ffcveral experirtients for that purpofe, pariioulariy 
^ tobacco box being held before her eyes by a perfon 



d by Google 



no 

prefent ia the room, (he dii not fee it ; but as foom as 
it was pat in the hand of jamet Lindfay (he inftantly en- 
quired at him, where he had got that box ? She centinu* 
ing in thit podure, the fherlff and her father being pre« 
fent, thought it fit to confront M. M. who wa» now 
come, thereby to try if the darnel would hear or fct her, 
at (he had dene Jamet Liadfay, which accordingly they 
did : and at fooR at M. M. entered the door, the damfd 
(thovgh ftillin thefit) prefeatly fmiled and faid, I fee 
the gentlewoman aow, though formerly (he had never 
fetn her perfonally, but only her fpedkre in the fits. She 
L'kewife heard her, when (he fpoke to her, anfwering 
diftindly fome queftions propofed by M* M. fuch as, 
when it was (he had feen her tormenting her ? to whicb 
(he anfwered> (he had feen her the other night In her fits, 
and further challenged her, why (he had reftraise^ her 
from making known the Highland wife's name^ as al£»^ 
faying unto her, thou pretends thou knowelik not what I 
fay, thou knoweft well enough. UpoQ all which, the 
gentlewoman on afudden (without being defired) prayed, 
that the Lord might feftd the damfel her health, faying, 
* Lord help thee, poor daft child, and rebuke the devil/ 
Which words were no fooner uttered than the damfel fell 
down as dead, and being in this pofture carried to an- 
other room, inftantly reeovered of the blind, deaf, and 
alfo of the light fit, becoming perfedly well and continu- 
ed fo for fome time, and being thus recovered, and M. 
M. removed into another room, the damfel was enquired 
at, whom (he had feen in the lad fit ? to which (he re« 
plied, (he had feen the gentlewoman, though in the mean 
time (he was altogether ignorant of the gentlewomaa'a 
ever being perfonally prefent in the room with her. 

The fame day the commi(fioners of jufticiary having 
come to Bargarran, M. M. and the damfel were again 
confronted, upon which the damfel (being in the light 
fit) upon the firftlook of the foremefttioncd M. M. was 
fuddenly feized with fore fits, out of which when (he re- 
coveredj (he accufed her as being one of her moft vio- 
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txmety in which (he had in an extraordinary manner 
afflidled her, at alfo what words fhe fpoke in her hear- 
ing whilt in the fit, and which it yet more remarkable, 
did qutftion the gentlewoman if /he did not fometime in 
Decern, laft, when (he was tormenting her, remember 
how (be went away from her in great haftc, faying, (he 
tould ftay no longer^ being obliged to attend a child's 
burial at home. In confirmation of which we arc very 
credibly informed, that W. R. a near neighbour of her's, 
had a child hurried that fame day, and that the gentle. 
woman camo not in due time to attend the corpfe to 
the burial place, but the corpfe being near to the church 
yard ere (he reached the houfe from whence they came» 
(he returned again to her own lodging, and fo did not 
^company the burial at alL 

The Lord's day following, being March 21ft, (he fell 
into fwooning fits, complaining of no paiti, except near to 
her hearty falling down as dead, not only when the fits 
feised her, but alfo when (he recovered, fomecimes fing^ 
ing after an unufual manner, withal informing fpedlators 
that J. G. condrained her to that kind of mufic, her 
•wn Hps not at all moving in the mean time, which 
beholders faw to be tiue, only her tongue, for prevent- 
ing of which, file frequently put her hand into her 
mouth. And at this time, when either (he herfelf, ot 
thofe about her, offered to read any part of the Scripture, 
(he was violently tormented, declaring if (he did but fo 
much as hear the word of God read that day, (he would 
certainly be extremely tortured 5 in confirmation of 
which, when fome cffayed to read Heb. xi. i, 4, 6. Ifju 
xl. Pfal. iii. (he uttered horrid fcrccchs and outcries, 
complaining that (he was pinched, in evidence of which, 
the prints or marks of the aails of fingers were diftiuAly 
feen on her arms, and being thus pinched or bitten for 
feveral times with great violence and pain, the (kin itfelf 
was feen to be torn from off thofe parts of her arms and 
fingers, where the prints of the teeth and nails were obferY- 
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0(1 i fo tliat from tYie deepnefg of the wounds, the fore- 
faid parts afFeded fell a*bleedipg» which blood was both 
feen and handled by fpe^at^rs. Moreover the damfel, 
while in this fad and lamentable conditba, feemed to 
be extremely affedied and opprefled with fore fickne&i 
^8 one in a feyer^ crying fometimes, to remove thefe 
dead children out of her fight ; which fhe frequently 
repeated, from fix to nine in the morning, and (he ftill 
continuing the reil of the day, it was obfervcd that 
fome charms and enchantments were put in her mouth 
as formerly, of which the damfel being very fenfible, fell 
down on a fudden on the ground, putting her hand to 
fome fpittle which (he had put out of her mouth, and 
lifted fome traih which (he again cad down to the ground. 
It making fome noife, but yet neither feen in her fpittle 
nor elfewhere by fpedtators, though while in htr mouth, 
they obferved fomething like orange pills, whites of eggs, 
aud pieces of chefnuts. 

^ Monday, being March 2 2d, the forementioned L. M, 
or J. G. came to Bargarran's houfe, and being confront- 
ed with the damfel, queliioned her if ever fiie had feen 
her in any of her fits, withal alledging that (he, viz* 
L. M. or J. G. could be none of her tormentors, becaufe 
the damfel was not now feizcd with a fit, though looking 
upon her as (he ufed to be, when (he looked upon any 
of her other tormentors when confronted with them j 
upon which the damfel being for fometime (ilent, L. M. 
or J. G. did again propofe the fame queftion to her ; to 
which the damfel diftinAly replied. Yes, upon which L» 
M. replied, perhaps you have feen the devil in my (hape. 
As to the conference there are feveral things exceeding 
remarkable, as firft, that the damfel upon her aufweriag, 
yes, was immediately feized with a fit. 2dly, That how- 
ever after Katherine Campbell had touched the damfel in 
prefence of the Commiffioners, upon the 5th of Feb. laft> 
(he had ever fince that time, freedom to touch any of her 
tormentors, without being feized with her fits, as has been 
hinted, yet true it is^ that in the room of that charm « 
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new one- took place, viz. when any time Ac looked upon 
her tormentors in the face, at the very firft look (he was 
feizf d with her fits ; which charm (he declared was laid by 
means of the forementioned L. M. or J. G. and alfo 
taken o£F again by her that vctjr morning before (he came 
to vifit the damfel, and this (he faid, was fuggefted to her 
by fomc invifible being, Ipeakingdiflindly as it were above 
h«r head ; and that therefore the damfel now had freedoni 
to look L. M* in the face, without being feiied with fits, 
which lot- a tonfidcrable time before, (he could not do, 
when confronted with any of her tormentors. 3dly, It is 
yet more obfervable, that in the fame morning before ever 
L. M. came to vifit the damfel, it was told by the dam- 
fel to Teveral perfons in the family, that L. M. had taken 
off 4hat -charm of her being fcized with fits, when look- 
ing any of her tormentors in the face ; but withal, that 
file had laid on another in its room, viz. that as foon as 
the damfel fhould by words confer with any of her tor- 
mentors, fo foon Diould fhe be feized with a fit, which 
accordingly was verified when fhe fpoke to L. M. or jf. C 
Tuefday, being March 23d, the damfel being alleep 
iQ the bed with her mother, about three o'clock in the 
ttorning, was on a fudden awakened (having for fome- 
timc ftruggled in her deep) in great fear and confternation, 
and being feized with her blind and deaf fits, took h&, 
hold of her mother, declaring to her father and her, that 
the devil was Handing near to the bed affaulting her, upon 
which (he cried fuddenly : * God Almighty keep me from 
thy meetings. I will die rather than go to them. I will 
J^cver, through the grace of God, renounce my baptifm 4 
for I will certainly g^ to hell if I do it , thou fays I will 
go to hell however, bccaufe I am a great finner ; but I 
brieve what the word of God f uth ; though I have many 
fins, yet the blood of Chriil cleanfeth from all fin ; and 
I will not add that great wickedoefs to my other fins, 
which thou art tempting me to do. It is no wonder thou 
lie to me, feeing thou waft bold to lie in God's face. I 
Juiow thou art a liar from the beginning $ and the red 

It4 
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co|^ thoQ promifei me, I know thou can ft not perfoitti ft* 
Aiid although I fhould never recover, I am never rcfolved 
to renounce my baptifm. It is God that hath kept tiie 
all this time from being a witch, and 1 truft, he will yet 
by his grace keep roe ; not becaufe of any thing in me* 
biit of his own mercy ; and that he who kath kept me 
hitherto from being devoured by thee, I hope will yet 
keep mc.' This conference continued near the fpace of 
an hour, her father, m«ther, and others being ear wit- 
ncffes to the fame. And after recovery the damfel 
declared that it was the devil, who (in the fhape of a 
naked man with a fhirt, having much hair uponhts hands» 
and his face like fwine's bridles) had appeared to her 
tempting her as aforefaid. 

Until Sabbath following fhe continued in the light fit« 
but withal every morning and evening was ftill feized 
with her fore fits, continuing dill to name M. M. (who 
was at this time fet at liberty); the forementioned L. M* 
£. T. an Highland wife, and others as being her tor- 
mentors. It is more than remarkable here, that M. M. 
being fet at liberty upon bail, the very day after (he went 
home, fhe appeared again to the damfel tormenting her 
in her fits, and continued fo to do feveral days thereafter, 
particularly upon the Saturday, being March 37. after 
fhe was fet at liberty ; the which day, the damfel was 
heard name her in the fits, and fay to her, * wilt thou 
fay^ God he'p mc, poor mad or foolifh child, as thou faid 
the other day before the judges : art thou wifhing the 
devil to take me ; where is the habit thou was cleathed 
i^ the other day ?' 

On Sabbath raorning, being March 28th, the damfel 
through God's gfeax mercy towards her, was perfedlly 
recovered, both of all her fore and light fits ; becoming 
at well, fcnfible, and compofed as ever. 

End of the Narrativi of Chrj/lian SUm^. 
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The Editors of the firft Edition of the Narrative, 
which was printed in 1698, have fubjoined the 
following information, &c. to the Narrative. 

If It fliall be queftioncd, how the truth of all thefe 
ftrange thinga is attefted ? There is none of thofc parti- 
culars mentioned in the Narrative, but had in the firft 
draught, the witneffea infcrted at the cad of every particu- ' 
lar paragraph, and attefted before the commillioners(for cn- 
quircy at Renfrew, by the fubfcriptions of the refpedive 
witneffear. But feeing the placing of them fo now, would 
have occafioned the repetiti^on of feveral perfons names 
over and over again, and would have made this Narrative 
fwell too much in bulk ; therefore we judged it iitteft 
now to fet down the names altogether at the end of the 
Narrative ; and the rather, that feeing thefe things fell 
not out in a private corner ; but thoufands in this country 
hmvc been eye and ear Wltncffcs^ thereof, to their admir4 
ation and railing of their fympathy, and been fully con- 
vinced beyond all debate of a diabolical influence upon 
the afHiAion of the damfel : we fhall now make mention 
of a fcw> viz, be£de the father, mother, grandmother, 
and neareft relations of the damfel, and fervants of the 
family, who were always prefent with her in her fits ; 
fuch of the commiffioners for enquiry and of judiciary as 
bad occafion to be on the place of the events, particularly 
the Lord Blantyre» Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffen^ 
Sir John Maxwell of Pollok, Sir John Houftounof that 
tlk, Alexander Porterfield of that ilk> the Laird of 
Blackball younger, the Laird of Glanderfloae, the Laird 
of Craigens^ Porterfield of Fulwood, John Alexander of 
Blackhoufe, Mr. Robert Senple, fherifip-depute of Ren- 
frew : and feveral other honouraUe perfons of good fenfe 
and prying wits ; fuch as the noble Earl of Marfhall, the 
Laird of Orbifioae, the Laird of Kilmarnock > the Laird 
of Meldrum« the Laird of Bifhopton, elder and younger ; 
Gavin Cochrane of Craigmure, William Dennifton of 
Golgralni Dr. Matthew Brifbane, &Cr and many mv^i^ 
L 2 
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ftcrt, who kept days of humiliation and prayer ti^eckly to 
the family^ and fometimes in the parifh-church with the 
congregation, tiz. Mr. James Hutchifon, minifter of the 
Gofpel at Kilellan, Mr. Patrick Simpfon at Renfrew, 
Mr. James Stirling at Kilbarchan, Mr. Thomas Black- 
well*, at Paifley, Mr. Jamts Brifbanc at Kilmacolm, Mr. 
Robert Taylor at Houftoun ; and of neighbouring pref- 
byteries, Mr. Neil Gillies, Mr. James Browh, Mr. Joha 
Gray, minifter of the Gofpel at Glafgow, while the dara- 
fel was there ; Mr. John Ritchie, minifter at Old Kilpat- 
rick, Mr. Alexander King, at Bonhill, Mr. Archibald 
Wallace, at Cardrofs, Mr. John Aiiderfdn, at Drymmoir, 
Mr. Andrew Turner, minitter of the place, who was fre- 
quently there : beiides Mr. Menzies of Cammo, and Mr* 
Grant of CuUen, advocates, who were eye and car wit- 
neiles to feveral important paffages of the damfel's 
afflidion, and the contincing evidences of its Bowing 
from the operation of the devil, and his inftruments. 
The truth whereof is further ad miniculat by the progrefs 
and iffue of the trial, at which were prcfent at fevcral 
occafions> not only Sir John Shaw of Greenock, Com- 
miSar SmoUet, at Bonhill, Mr. John Stewart, advocate, 
who were concerned in the commiifion, with thefe others 
before-mentioned i but alfo great confluence of feveral 
nobility and gentry out of the country, fuch as the Earl 
of Glencairn, the Lord Kllmaurs, the Lord Semple, &c* 
And now we arc fure, that after all the pregnant evi- 
dences of the truth of this relation, as to matter of fa6k, 
they mud be perfoas very hard of belief that can allow 
themfelves to deny credit thereunto : and muil need 
conclude, that there is nothing credible in the world 
that ever hath been delivered to mankind or poilerity ; 
and that they refolve to believe nothing though never fo 
fully attefted which they do not fee with their own eyes, 
and perhaps, there are fome hardened in their prejudicate 
conceits that will not believe even thefe fo far as they 

* Author of the Schema Sacrum and Ratio Sacra, and aherwsr^ 
Pi'ofeffjr of Divinity in the Uaiverlity of Aberdeen. 
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may have influence to convince them oP their errors; 
but wifdom 18, and will be juflified of all her children. 
Among all ingenuous perfons, we are hopeful this Nar- 
rative^ (which plainly relates things as they fell out with- 
out any kind of difguife), will obtain fuch entertainment 
as it is truly dcfigncd for, viz. That we be hereby more 

. and more confirmed in the faith of the being of God and 
invifible fpirits, and admire and adore the wonderful works 
of God in the depths of his judgemeiits, and that there 
18 really a hellifh hierarchy and combination of infernal 
fpirits, enemies to God ; and working all the mifchief 

. they can to men; whereby alfo, there is an evident 
teftimony given to the truth of what is related in the 
Scriptures concerning the fame, and withal, to lament, 
that through the jufi difpleafure of our holy and righteous 
God, thofe devils get leave to break forth with fo much 
rage and fury, and gets fo many among profell chriftiana 
into a hellifh confederacy with themfelves^ to be the 
inftruments of their malice, and the adtors of fo ma»y 
tragedies in the chriftian world ; to ftir us up alfo to blefs 
and magnify our God, that thofe devils and their inftru- 
meats are chained and limited, that they cannot work all * 
the evil they would, and as long as they will : and there- 
fore tojoin in thankfgiving to God for his deliverance ti> 
that ainided family and damfel. Finallv, as we are to 
fubmit to fuch afflidions as the Lord may think fit to 
iHcafure out unto us, by whatfoever inflruments, as in the 
cafe of Job ; fo we are called to watch and pray that we 
enter not into temptation, while we have fuch adverfaries 
going about ftill feeking to devour us, and to rejoice 
that we have a flroag prote6l«r, the blcfled Captain of 
our falvation, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath obtained 
the viAory over all the devils in hell, and hath promifed 
all his faints a (hare in his victory, which they begin to 
have in time, i epiille John, iv. 4. And he hath given us 
hope, even through grace of a fpecdy and certain accom- 

£lifhment thereof. Luke xxi. 22. Let us lift up oar 
eads; bccaufc our redemption draweth nigh, 
J- 3 
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APPENDIX, No. A. 

The fubfcribcd ittcftations of Dr. Matthew Bnibanc, 
Phyfician, and Mr. Henry Marfhall, Apothecary- in 
Glafgow, did influence the belief of an extraordinary 
caufe of thefe events 

The dodor, on the 31. December 1696, tells, that at 
firft fight, when he was brought to the girl fhe appeared 
fo bfifk in niotion, fo florid in colour, fo chearful, and in 
a word every way healthful, that he could hardly be per- 
fuaded flie had need of a phyfician ; but within ten mi- 
nutes he found himfelf obliged to alter his thoughts, for 
ihe rofe from her feat, and advertifcd flie was inftantly 
to be feized with a fit, according whereunto he obferved 
a confiderable diftention in her left hypochondre, which 
in a trace falling, flie was forthwith taken with horrid 
convulfive motions and heavy groans at firft ; which 
afterwards as foon as flie was able to frame words, turn- 
ed into expoftulatory mourning againft fome women j 
particularly Campbell and Naefmith. Yet he thought 
thefe fymptoms were reducible to the freaks of hypo- 
chondriac melancholy, and therefore put her in fuch a 
courfe proper againft that kind of malady. Upon which 
being freed, for fome time ; he was alarmed that the 
child was returned to town worfe than ever for having 
his afliftance. He then was frequently with her, and 
obferved her narrowly, fo that he was confident flie had 
no vifible correfpondent to fubminifter hair, ftraw, coal 
cinders, hay, and fuch like trafli unto her ; all which 
upon feveral occafions he faw her put out of her mouth 
without being wet ; nay, rather as they had been dried 
with artifice, and adually hot above the natural warmth 
of the body 5 fometimes after fevere fits, and other times 
without trouble when dlfcourfing with him. When flic 
had only light convulfive motions, but to a high degree, 
fuch rigidity of the whole body, as we call rtnvo^ fl^c did 
not fancy as at other times, flie faw thefe perfons already 
oiam^d (ibottt her s but the upcafting of the trafli aboYC* 
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mewtioned, did no fooner ceafe^ than in all her fiti, when 
ftic wai able to fpeak any, flic always cried out they 
were pricking or pinching her. He faw her alfo when 
free of fits fuddenly feized with dumbnefs, &c. And this 
he folemnly declares himfelf to have feen and handled, 
and were it not for the hay, draw, &c. he ftiould not 
defpair to reduce the other fymptoms to their proper 
clafles, in the catalogue of human difeafes* 

Mr. Marfliall the apothecary concurs with the do6^or ; 
and gives fome particular inftanccs of his own obferva- 
tion ; and among the reft, that the girl having fallen 
headlong upon the ground, as (he had been thrown down 
with violence, fell a reafoning very diftinftly thus : * Katie 
what ails thee at me, I am fure I never did thee wrong ; 
come let us gree, let there be no more difference betwixt 
ns| let us fhake hands together (putting forth her hand 
fald, well, Katie, I cannot help it, ye will not gree with 
nie :' And immediately fhe cried, fell into a fwdon, and 
out of that into a rage, wherein (he continued without 
iDtermlflion for about half an hour ; and perfeftly re- 
covered. Then fhe told him that flie faw Katie Camp- 
bell, Nancy Naefmith, &c. and many more ; Campbell 
was going to thrull a fword into her fide, which made 
her fo defir^us to be agreed with her ; and when the 
girl told him this, (he inftantly fell into another fit as 
formerly, in which fhe continued another half hour, &c. 
dated !ft Jan. 1697. 

*• The lamentable cafe of the a/flI6led damfel and family, 
had been reprefented to his Majcfty's moft honourable 
privy council *," and on the ipih of Jan. 1697, a war- 
rant of Privy Council was ifFued f, which fet forth, that 
there were pregnant grounds of fufplcion of Witchcraft 
in the fhire of Renfrew, efpeclally from the afflifled and 
extraordinary condition of Chriftian Shaw, daughter of 
John Shaw of Bargarran. It therefore granted com- 
fnii&on to Alexander Lord Blantyre, Sir John Maxwell 

? Page 91. f Vide Records of Privy Council, ipth Jan. 169;; 
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of PoUok, Sir John Shaw of Grccnoek, William Cur- 
nynghacn of Craigcns, Alexander Portcrfield of Duchall, 
■ ., ■ Caldwall of Glanderftoun, Gavin Cochrane of 
iThomly-muir, Alexander Porterficld of Fulwood, and 
Robert Scrapie, Sheriff- depute of Renfrew, or any fire 
of them, to inteiTogate and imprifon perfon$ ftifpedted 
of Witchcraft, to examine witncfles, &c. but not upon 
oath, and to tranfmit their report before the loth of 
March 1697. The a£l of Privy Council 18 fubfcribed 
thus, " Polwarth, Cancellar^ Argyle, Leven, Forfiar, 
« Raith, Bclhavcn, Ja. Stewart, J. Hope, W. Aiiftruthcr, 
" J. Maxwell, Ro. Sinclair." 

An Abbreviate of the Precognition and Report made 
by the Commiflioners appointed by his Majcfty*f Privy 
Council for enquiry : and the confeflions of Elizabeth 
Anderfon, James and Thomas Lindfay, tranfmitted by 
thtfe Commiffioners, and prefcntcd to the Privy Council^ 
on the 9th of March 1697. 

The Commiflioncri for enquiry, having met at Bar- 
■garran in February 1697, did choofe the Lord Blantyrey 
Prefcs, and took the confeifion of Elizabeth Anderfon, 
aged about feventcen years, as follows, Declares, <* thaC 
about feven years ago, fhe ftaid witli Jean Fulton her 
grandmother, and playing about the door fke faw a black 
grim man go in to her grandmother's houfe : after which, 
her grandmother came to the door, called her in, and 
dcfired her to take the gentleman (as fhe named him) hj 
the hand, and which fhe did, but finding it vcxj cold, 
became afraid ; aod immediately he vauifhed. About a 
month thereafter, her grandmother and flic being in the 
houfe together, the faid gentleman (whom flie then fuf^ 
pcdled to be the devil), appeared to them, and fell a 
talking with her grandmother, by rounding in one an« 
others ears ; upon which the grandmother dcfired her to 
take him by the hand, being a friend of hers $ but Eliza- 
beth refufing, the grandmother threatened, that fhe 
would get none of (he dQa(hi promifcd to ber^ uxdeit 
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Ae fliould obey : yet EUzabcth withftood, fayiog, * the 
Lord be between me and him/ whereupon he went away 
in a flight ; but (he knew not how. Elifabeth was not 
troubled for a long time thereafter, till her father defir- 
ing her to go with him a begging through the country ; 
and (he faying, that (he needed not to feet her meat, 
feeing flie might hare work ; her father prciFeJ her to go 
alongft, and teok her to a moor in Kihnalcolm, where 
were gathered together, at that and other fiibfcqseit 
meetingi, Katherine Campbell, Margaret Fulton (her 
grand aunt), Margaret Lang, John Reid, fmitb, Margaret 
and Janet Kodgers, the three Lindfayi, (befides the two 
ccnfeffant ones) &c. and fererals whom ike did no^ 
know, and the forcfaid gentleman with them. He came 
to Elifabeth, biding her to renounce her baptifm, pro- 
mifing that if fhe would confent thereunto, (he fheuld 
get better meat and cloathi , and not need to beg. But, 
(as fhe declared) fhe would not confent* Then he inquired 
what brought her hither, (he anfwered, that (he cane 
with her father ; whereupon the devil and her father 
went and talked together apart : but fhe knew not where 
about. Declares, that in that meeting was concerted the 
tormenting of Mr. William Fleeming, minifter at Inner- 
kip, his child. Elifabeth confefTes (he was at another 
meeting witn that crew above the town of Kilpatrick, with 
the forefaid gentleman, whom they called th«ir lord : and 
that fhe went with her father to the ferry boat of Er(kine ; 
where the devil with the reft of the band overturned the 
boat, and drowned the Laird of Brighoufe, and the fer- 
lier of Erfkine, with fevcral fpecial circumftances there- 
anent; particularly that fome of the crew would have 
favcd the ferrier, but one of them, viz. his mother-in- 
law gainftood it, in regard he had expelled her out of hia 
houfe a little while before the meeting. Acknowledges, 
(he was prefent with them at the deftroying of William 
Montgomerie's child, by ftrangling it with a fea napkin : 
where they having entered the houfe, lighted a candle, 
which was fomcwhat bluifh, and Agnes Nacfmith faying, 
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^liat if ihe people awake ? Margaret Fulton replied, ^c 
need not fear : ai alfo declares, that about five wcckf 
before the date, her father brought her on foot to Bar- 
garran orchard, into which -the^ entered by a flap in 
the dyke, and where were prefcnt the perfoni before- 
named, &c. and the devil, who told that nobody would 
fee them, at which they laughed. At this meeting, 
they, with their lord, contrived the deftrudion of Chrif- 
tian Shaw : fome being for ftabbing her with a toucki 
others for hanging her with a cord, a third fort for 
choaking her, and fbme iitended to have her out of the 
faoufe to deftroy her : but fearing they might be taken 
before the next meeting to that effcd, their lord (as they 
called him), gave them a piece of an unchriftened cbild's 
liver t9 eat, (but the declarant and the other two con- 
feifantf flipped the eating of it), telling them, that 
though they were apprehended, they (hould never coafefti 
vrhich would prevent an effedual difcovery : and furth^, 
feverali of them being afraid that the declarant would 
eonfefs, atid tell of ihem as (he had done formerly on her 
grandmother, they threatened to tear her all In pieces if 
Sie did fo ; and particularly, Margaret Lang threatened 
her raoft. After two hours or thereby, they difappeared 
in a flight, except the declarant, who went home on her 
foot. Confefics likewife, that one night her father 
raifed her out of her bed, and they having gone to the 
water fide, took her on his back, and carried her over 
the river in a flight ; from whence they went on foot to 
Dumbarton, and in Mr* John Hardy, minifler, hit yard^ 
the crew and their lord being met, they formed the pic- 
ture of Mr. Hardy, and dabbed it full of pins, and hav- 
ing put it amongfl water and ale mixed, roafted it oa a 
fpit at a fire, &c. After which her father and herfclf 
returned in the fame manner as they went. Declares the 
particular perfons that were employed and mofl induftrious 
in the feveral fads before-mentioned, &c.*' 

James Limdfay, aged 14 years, declares, "That one 
day he met with the deceaft Jean Fulton his grandmotheff 
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flt ler own lioufe, wtcrc Khc took from him a little rounft 
cape and a ptack ; but being gricTed, he required them 
frbn. her ttgain, and fhe refufingy he called her an old 
witch and ran away, upon which fhe followed him and 
cried that Ae fhould meet him with an ill turn. About 
three dayi thereafter, he being a begging in the country, 
he met his grandmother with a black grim man, ftc. 
whom fhe defired him to take by the hand, which James 
did, but found it exceeding cold, and was ftraitly griped, 
whereupom the.faid gentleman (as fhe termed him) afked 
the declarant if he would ferve him, and obey him, and 
he (hould haTe a coat, hat, and feveral other things, to 
which James anfwered, "yes, PU do it. ** And after this 
the forefaid gentlemen (whom the declarant knew there- 
after to be the devil), and his grandmother went away, 
but knows not how. Acknowledges he was frequently 
thereafter at meetings with the devil and witches, particu* 
larly thefe mentioned in Ehzabeth Andcrfon's confefHon : 
that their lord came to James at the firft pubhc meeting, 
took him by the hand, and forbade him to tell : that 
they contrived before-hand at the faid meeting, the 
tlfpwning of Brigkoufe, and concurs with Elizabeth 
Ahderfon anent the dcfign of faving the ferricr, which 
his mother-inlaw did divert. He being interrogate, 
declared he did not- fee J. K. and ]. W. at committing 
of the forefaid fad : (and indeed they were then in 
prifon) that they with a cord flrangled Matthew Park's 
child f and that the perfoil who waited on the child, 
finding it ftiffled, cried out, Matthew! Matthew! the 
bairn is dead : Elifibeth Anderfon concurs in this par«* 
tlcular ; and tells, that when they had done, they took 
the cord with them. Declares, that he was prefent at 
ilrangling William Montgomerie's child with a fea napkin, 
and heard Agnes Naefmith fay, * draw the loup,' &c. 
That about five week« fincc, he was, carried to them im 
Bargarran*8 orchard, and concurs with Elizabeth Ander- 
son in what was treated there, anent deftroying Chriftiaa 
{3hiW| and the charm againit conftifing. Like wife the 
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, Iheeting m Dumbarton^ anent Mr. Hardf, is ackaoW'- 
ledgcd by bim : and that he has feveral times appeared 
to Chriftian Shaw both in Glafgow and Bargarrao, with 
the others that did torment her, and put in her mouth, 
coal cinders, bones, hay, hair, flicks, &c. intending 
thereby to choak her ; that he and they did oftentimes 
prick and fiab her fn this manner, vi^. he had a needle, 
which if he put in his cloaths, her body would be prick- 
ed and dabbed^ in that place where he fixed the needle, 
and if he put in his hair, that part of her head would be 
tormented : that he faw her put out the pins they had 
put in, at which time he cried thefe words. Help J. D. 
who was alfo then prefent: that when the miniflers began 
to pray in Bargarran^s houfe at ftVeral o^cafjonS} the 
devil and ihey immediately went away," &c. 

Thomas Lindfay being below pupilarity, declares, *«thc 
falne Jean Fulton his grandmother, awaked him on^ 
night out of his bed, and caufed him take a black grim 
gentleman (as fhe ealled him) by the hand; which he 
felt to be cold; and who having enquired if Thomas 
would fervc hia and be his man, aad he would give him 
a red coat, the declaraat confented : and the gentleman 
(whom lie knew thereafter to be the devil) gave him a 
nip in the aeok, which continued fore for ten days. 
Thereafter, one 4ay after his grandmother's deceafe, 
•oming by her houfe, he thought fhe appeared to him 
clapping his head, and dcfiring him to ht a eood fefvant 
to the gentleman to whom fhe had gifted him, and for- 
bidding him to reveal it. Declares, that one night lying 
in bed in the houfe of one Robert Shaw, he was awaken- 
ed out of his fleep and carried in a flight to Matthew 
Park's houfe, where were prefent the particular perfona 
named by him, and concurs to the manner of flrangling 
ef the child with James Lindfay his Brotlier : and that 
another night, being in the houfe of Walter Alexander, 
he was brought to the flrangling of William Montgom- 
eifie's child, and agrees likewife in the manner of it with 
kid brother, only he fays, the fea napkin with whicb 
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tbey committed the fad» was fyeckled. He likewlfe 
concurs as to the meeting In Bargarran's orchard, about 
fiTC weeks ago, and what was adted therein : as alfo anent 
Mr. Hardy ; with this addition, that himfelf turned the 
fpit whereon the pidure was roafted," &c. 

It is to be noticed, that the three confefTants were fe-^ 
parately apprehended upon feveral occafions, fo they 
(after the obftinacy to difcover was abated) did emit 
thefe confcffions in feveral diftinft placesy without com- 
munication with, or knowledge of another's confeffion in 
manner mentioned In the preceding Narrative. The com- 
mifHoners did examine them upon other trying queftlons 
that were new, thereby to make experiment of their 
confonancy or difagreement : but ftill found them ftrangely 
to accord. The fa£ts did fall out in the manner declared 
by them, particularly the ftrangling of the children, 
4leath of the minlfter, drowning of thofe in the boat, 
and torture of Bargarran's daughter mentioned in the 
confeflions before expreflcd. Further, the commlilioncrs 
did confront them both with Chriftian Shaw, the afflfded 
girl, and the perfons declared, (whom they caufed appre- 
hend) and both the girl and confeffants did accufe thefe 
to their faces, and bind them in circum dances with great 
fteadincfs and congruity, though feparately brought in. 
The commiflioners did alfo try fome experiments anrnt 
the girl, her falling in fits on approach of the accufed, as 
is cxprcfTed in the Narrative ; and examined her, with 
thofe who ftaid commonly about her upon the particu- 
lars of her fufferings : they tried to caufe her write, 
{fince (he could not fa^ oui) the name of a perfon whom 
(he firft called Margaret or pinched Maggie, and aflcrted 
to be* one ©f her chief bourriers ; yet upon writing Mar- 
garet, and the letter L of her firname, the girl was pri- 
fcntly taken with a fearful convulfion, the pen being 
flruck out of her hand, and herCelf falling as dead, with 
groans heavier and forer than ordinary : after fome rcm 
covery, whereof fome minifters pointed to her a pafiage 
iOf the Bible, but upon cffaying taxaft her eyes on it, ftc 

M 
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atk into vehement pangs, till one of the commH&oneN 
:ile(ired the book might be clofed, and that being done, 
fhc immediately came to herfelF, &c. Laftly, the coro- 
jniffionera tailed before them thofe perfons who had figned 
the paflagcs of the feveraldays in the written journal of 
the girl'sfufferings: and having examined them thereupon, 
tranfmittcd the fame with the declarations of the three 
confcffantg^and feveral of the paiTages that occurred in 
the precognition, to his Majcfty's privy council, by whom 
,they were appointed for that cfPeS. 

The commiiBoners.reprefcntcd that there were twenty- 
four perfons male and female fufpedcd and accufed of 
Witchcraft, and ^that further enquiry ought to be made 
into this grime ,f. 

Agreeable to this report, a new warrant was iflued by 
the Frivy Council on the 5th April 1697 *, to moft of 
the commiflioners formerly named, with the addition of 
Xord Hallcraig, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Gi£Fen, 
jSir John Houflon of that ilk, Mr. John Kincaid of 
Corfbafket, Advocate, and Mr. John Stewart younger 
of Blackball, Advocate, or any five of them to meet at 
-Renfrew, Paifley, or Glafgow, to take trial of, judge, 
and do juflice upon the forefaid perlons ; and to fentence 
the guilty to be burned, or otherwife executed to deaths 
as the commiflioners fhould incline. It further ordained 
the commiflionerg to tranfmit to the court of judiciary as 
authentic ejctr^ft of their proceedings, tto.be entered upon 
its records ; and contained a recommendation to the Lords 
of the Treafury to defray the expences of the trial. The 
*A6t of Privy Council is fui fcribed thus, " Folwarth, 
^^ Canceilar, Douglas, Lauderdale, Annandalc, Yefter, 
** Kintorc, Carmichael, W. Anftruther, Arch. Mure." 

Hugo A mot Efq; Author of a Colle<aion of 
celebrated Criminal Trials in Scotland, from which 1 
^lave caktn the copy of the warrants, dated 19th Jan. 1697 

^ f Vide Records of Privy CoancI!, 9*h March 1697. 
♦ Vide Records of Privy Counci', Jch April 1697. 



d by Google 



iti 

ttttd 5 ih April 1697, fays, "The commiflioners, thuf 
empowered, were not remits in a£ling under the •authority 
delegated to them. * After twenty-hours were fp.eht ia 
the examination of witnefles, who gave tellimony that 
the malefices h'belled cGuld not have proceeded froa 
natural calWes, and that the prifoners were the authors of 
tKefe malefices — after five of the unhappy, prifonerr 
confeflcd their oWh guilt, and criminlt'ed their alledged 
affociates -> after counfel had been heard on both fidei^ 
and the counfel for the profecution had declared that ' he 
v^ould not prefs the jury with the ordinary fevcritv of' 
tlireatning sin aflize of ei'ror *,' but recommended to them 
ta proceed according to the evidence ; and loudly declared 
td them, that although they ought to beware of 'coudema- 
ing the innocent, yet if they (hould acquit the prifoneri^ 
in oppofition to legal evidence, * they would be accefTory 
to all the blafphemies, itpoflacles, murders, tortures, and 
reductions, whereof thefe enemies of heaven and earth 
fhould hereafter be guilty.' After the jury had fpcnt 
fix hours in deliberation, feven of thofe mifcrable perfons 
were eoodemoed to the Barnes.'' 

Mr. ATsnt fay«, " The order of Privy CoUncil for 
recording the comraiiDonerr proceedings in the books of 
judiciary was not complied with. I aiti therefore unable 
to give any further particulars of the cataftrophc of thefe 
niiferable perfons, or of the criminal abfurdity of thofe* 
who comnlitted them>to the flames." 

Mr. A mot further fays, " Thefe iuftanced afford a 
fafficient fpecimen'of the mode of profecutioi^ againft the 
multitude of miferahle perfons who were facrifieed at the 
alter of the fatal filters, — Ignorance, Superftition, and 
^ t... n.,^ ;^ jg imooflible to form an eftimate of the 

number of the victims. For not only the LOfdS Ofjttttu 
ciary, but bailies of regalities, ftieriffs of counties, and 
the cndlcfs tribe of commiifioners appointed by the Pri v y • 

• Vide the Alvocitc*d^rc.'ch to the inqucft.' 

M z 
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Cbuncii, and rometimes by Parliament^ oi&ciated as the 
Pricfts who dragged the vidimi to the altar." 

Mr. Arnot further fays, " The laft perfon who wai 
profecuted before the Lords of Jufticlary for Witchcraft, 
was Elfpeth Rule, who was tried at Dumfries, in 1709. 
The laft perfon who was brought to the ftake in Scotland 
for the crime of Witchcraft was condemned by Captain 
David Rofa of Little Daan, Shdrlff-depute of Sutherland^ 
A. D. 1722.;' 

Dodor Brifbane being adduced upon oath in the trial, 
he adheres to his former fubfcribed atteftation, and ia 
refpeA of what is mentioned in that atteftation, and fomc 
other fpecialiticj, the DoAor depones, that in his opinion 
the things mentioned in his atteftation, did not proceed 
from natural caufes arifing from the patient's body. 

The fum of the confeffions of Margaret and Janet Rod- 
ger, who confeflcd during the trial of the reft beyond 
cxpedation. 

During the dependence of the trial, Janet and Mar- 
garet Rodgers confeflcd in this manner ; the commiifioner* 
had adjourned for two feveral diets, and though they 
were to meet on the third, yet it was aot expected that 
they would proceed till providence might clear the prifon- 
crs guilt by further teftimonies of thofe who might come 
^9 99Sacis. The very morning of the third term, the. 
iRodgers did confcfs, which was a furprize to every one 
that came up to attend the court, finee thefe, as they 
were women, and were not formerly noticed as others 
were : fo they confeflcd of free motion, without any 
perfon's defiring it of them at the Usie ^ tncy had not 
fuch Tneans of inftruAion as were adminifter^d to others : 
andtheconjundlure of many gircumllancea were aVtn«#»^»*» 

*...^t**»4i. jLiicir conreiiions did coincide as to the meet- 
ings and things adled therein, with the three former cbn- 
fefiants, and the other evidences of the vifible matters of 
fad : Only they were fo pointed as to condefcend upon 
fome of the pannels whom they did not fee at thefe ren- 
deivoufcs J and great care was taken, to compare their 
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t^ftioionies which had been already diTcovcred, and tar 
expifcate their ccitaln knowledge, by new interrogators, 
when they were fepcratc from one another, Sec. The 
whole crifis had fuch an evidence, that now the com- 
miflloners, with the general approbation of the moft in* 
tcUigent of the country, who came in to attend the court, 
allowed the going on of the procefs to debate of the re- 
levancy, and putting feven of the bed known criminals, 
for whom an advocate appeared, to the knowledge of an 
inqneft : according whereunto there were fome days al- 
lowed for the pannels giving in th«tr informations upoa 
the relevancy ; and at the term,, there was a great time 
fpent in adducing the probation, an account whereof i« 
referred to Appendix No. B. 

appendix;' No. B. 

An account of Two Letters, which were written after 
the perfons were cpndeipned, and before they were 
executed, which cowtain a Summary of what ap- 
pearcd moft Material br Curious, in the Trial ot the 
Seven Witches, who were condepotned to be burned 
an the Gallowgreen of Paiflcy. 

The truth of the ftrange things, mentioned in the 
prciQed.ing Narrative was at firft, carefully frarchcd into 
only by private perfons ; but at lali became fo notour, 
that, upon application founded on a journal of thefe extra* 
ordinary events, attefted by many of the gentry in the 
country, the council gave a commiflion for enquiring 
thereanent. 

The honourable perfons to whom this was recommended, 
did, with great impartiality and exaAnefs, make a report, 
which, in providence, proved a mean of moving the 
government to notice the execution of juftice on fome of 
thefe witches, who otherwifc might have lurked without 
being difcovered. 

For; hereupon^ the council dire£te4^ fecQndcQmmiflion;^ 
M3 
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for trial of thofe who appeared t6 them to be moft loaded 
by the preliminary probation adduced on the firft. Se- 
veral of thefe judges were not only perfons of honour, but 
alfo of fiRgular knowledge and experience; conform 
whereunto they did proceed with fingular caution, and 
were fo far from precipitancy in the affair, ^hat, after 
fcveral diets of court, they adjourned to a longer terra, 
that, in the mean time, the prifoners might be provided 
of advocates. 

Accordingly an advocate compeared for them, and ma- 
naged their defence with all tjie accuracy that could be 
expefted. There were about twenty hours employed at 
one diet, ^M examination of witneffes ; and the inqueft 
being iacl^d, did confume about fix hours in comparing 
the probation. Whereupon feven of the moft notorious 
crinriinals were convi6led and condemned. 

The crimes libelled and found proven againft them, 
were not mere fpcAral imaginations, but open and obvi- 
ous fads, viz. The murders of fome children and perfons 
of age ; and the torturing of feveral perfons, particularly, 
Bargarran^s daughter ; and both thefe, not at a diftance, 
but contiguoufly by natural means of cords, pins, and the 
like ; befides the other ordinary works of Witchcraft, 
fuch as renouncing baplifm, entering in contradl with, 
and adoring the devil under a corporeal fhape, &c. which 
could not but be fuftalned relevant in Scotland, fince 
there is an exprefs ftatute. Pari. 9th Ad 73. Queea 
Mary, appointing the pain of death to fuch. 

To make the probation the more convincing, k wa» 
adduced orderly in three periods. The firft conMed of 
unfufpeded witneffes, who proved fads. From whence 
it was necfcfTarily inferred that there was Witchcraft in 
the cafe. The fecond did include, alfo iinexcept ion able 
witneffes, who deponed upon fads ; which made it prob- 
able, if not ncceffary, that the pannels were the Witches. 
The third did comprehend fix pofitive teftimonies of 
thefe who did fee and hear thefe Witches committing 
the makiices libelled. 
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The only valuable fubje6l of debate, was ancnt the 
import of thefe laft teilimonies ; fire whereof were by 
confeffants, who had been at the meetings in which were 
committed the crimes libelled ; and the fixth of Bargar- 
ran's daughter, who was one of the perfons maleficiat. 
The antecedent part of the probation was by witnefFes 
beyond exception ; and the judges upon a long debate 
did fuftain four of thcfe fix only cum nota, and two of 
them to be examined without oath, fo nice were they in 
favours of the pannels lives, fince fome of thefe witneffes 
might have been admitted in fuch a crime without any 
quality by the moft fcrupulous judicatory in Europe. 
But all things were carried on in this procedure with 
tcndernefs and moderation : for even the advocates, who 
were fent to profecute the indiiSlment by his majelly's 
council and advocate, did not adl with the bias of parties: 
but on the contrary (hewed an equal concern to have the 
pannels afToillzed, if it could be found compatible with 
juftice. 

This is the reafon for which the publifher doubtsn ot, 
bat the two following Letters (the one whereof gives a 
compend of the advocate's fpeech to the jury, aud the 
other of their anfwers to the objcdions agalnft the con- 
feiTant witnefles) will afford a fatisfying view of the 
chiefeft part of the trial ; fince the objections which were 
or might have been made, are therein ftated and anfwered, 
or anticipate and prevented, and the intended brevity 
would not permit to print at this time the whole procefs, 
which being extent upon record, any who are curious 
may have eafy acccfs thereunto. 

There is fcarcely need to take notice of a late fcurrilous 
pamphlet, that had been printed in England, and pretends 
to give an account of thofe proceedings ; for any who 
reads It may eafily find that the author has been either 
fool, knave, or both, there being neither good language, 
fenfe, nor truth, in the moll part of it. 

The above Preface to the Letters was printed In 1698. 
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LETTER I. 
SIR, 

You having told me, that the odd paffi^ges whrcB; 
occur in the well, have put many of your neighbours and 
yourftlf, upon reading all the books you can get, trcat- 
jBg of Witchcraft ; and therefore defired me to tianfmit 
to you my obfervations at the court. I fhall not pfc* 
occupy your opinion by giving them in niy own form ; 
but herein 1 fend to you the exaAeft duplicate of the 
advocate's fpcech to the inqueft that I could obtain ; and 
by the next poll you fhall have fomething more curious, 
viz. A colledlion of their anfwers to the objedtions againft: 
the fix laft witBcflcs, that were adduced for concluding 
the proof: having thefe, you will want little that could 
be agreeable to fuch an accurate gud as yours is* 

The Advocate's Speech to the inquefl was of this import 

Good Men of Inquefl, 

You having fit ten above twenty hours in overhearing' 
the probation : and being inclofed, where, it is like,, 
you will take no^mall time to reconfider and compare it ^ 
we fhall not detain you with fumming up the fame in par- 
ticular ; but fliall only fuggeft fome things, whereof it 
h fit you take fpecial notice in your perufal of it, viz. 
ift, The nature of your own power, and the managemenf 
thereof. 2dly, The objc6l of this power which lits be- 
fore you, wherein you are to confider in the fiift place, 
whether or not there has been Witchcraft in the malcfices' 
libelled ? and in the next place, whether or not thefc 
pannels are the Witches ? 

As to your power, it is certain that you are both judged^ 
and witnefTes, by the opinion of our lawyers and 
cuflom ; therefore you are called out of the neighbour- 
hood, as prefumed bell to know the quality of the pan- 
nels, and the notoriety of their guilt or innocence. Youf 
oath is, that you fhall all truth tell, and no truth conceal; 
which docs plainly imply, that you arc to condema qh 
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kSallf conform to your proper convi6lion* Such is tne 
excellent conftitution of juries in England ; ami ought 
to hoM more fpecially in this circumftantiate cafe^ where 
there is fuch a chain of different kinds of probation con- 
curring againft the fame pannels, as will appear hj the 
review thereof in its proper place. 

We are not to prefs you with the ordinary fererity of 
threitning an iffize of error, in cafe you fhould abfolve ; 
but wholly leave you to the condu6i of God and your own 
confeience, and defire that you proceed with all the care 
of the pannels lives that ispoffible for you, as the honour* 
able judges have fet to you a defirable pattern, in their 
great caution thereanent. 

As ta the probation itfelf, you fee, that it is divided in 
three parts, viz. The extraordinarincfs of the malefices ; 
the probability of the concurring adminicles ; and the 
clearnefs of the pofitive probation. 

As to the firft part, the malefices, or corpora deli^h 
are proven by unexceptionable witneffcs, to have fallen 
out in fuch aa odd and extraordinary a manner, that it 
points out fome other caufes than the ordinary courfc of 
nature, to have produced thefe effeds. 

For clearing of this, particularly in relation to th^ tor- 
ments of Bargarran^s daughter, you may confider not 
only the extraordinary things that could not proceed from 
a natural difeaie, which lie proven before you ; but alCb 
fevcral other matters of faft, which is notour, have been 
feen by fome of yourfelves, and lie here in a journal of 
her fufferings ; every article whereof is attefted by th^ 
fubfcriptions of perfons of entire credit, ^^^^ the ho- 
nourable commiffioaers a^^^':;,;; '^j his Ma^'fty's Privy 
wouncii, lor making enquiry thereanent. 

This girl's throwing out of hairs, pins, and coals of 
greater heat than that of her body or blood 5 as alfo fo 
dry that they appeared hot to have come out of her 
ftomach ; nor had Ihe any prefs of vomiting at the time ; 
that (he declared the fame to have been put in her mouth 
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tif her tdrmentors ; is drponed by Do^ar Brrfbane, itt 
' his opinion, not to proceed from a natural caufe. 

She was not tormented by any of the pannels after 
their imprifonmcnt ; except two nights by Kathcrinc 
Camipbeli; which being a furpriz-, ft was thereafter dif- 
covered, that thefe two nights the jailor's- wife had got 
out Kathcrine Campbell to fpin* fn her houfe. 

; She having been fpeakiug to one of her tormentors ar 
prefent, (though invilible to thebje'-ftanders) and aflcing 
how her tormentors had got thefe coloured red /leeves ; 
- (he fuddenly gets up, takes- hold of them," the company 
hears a fhfied, and (he pulls away two pieces of red cloth'r 
^ whi<^ all the bye-danders beheld with amazement in her , 
hands ; nor was there any other pi^ce of this kind of 
cloth to be found in the room at that occafion. 

She told that her tormentors were giving her a glafr 
of fack, an orange pill, &c. (thereby enfnaring her taj 
accept of a favour from them ) and accerdtngiy ^ wn 
fecn to move her lips, and to h^ve an orange pill be*^ 
t^s'ijLt her teeth ; though there was no vi^kdc hand ttoit 
€o«ld have done it* 

She advertifed beforehand that one of her tdrmenfbrs 
was to be at the door at a particular boor i and that 
another of them was in the kitchen before any did tell her 
thereof; which accordingly fell out. And thefe being 
brought to her prefence, became obnoxious to the erdln- 
ary means of difcovery 

When her glove fell down from her, at a time when 
i^^yeral perfons were about her ; it was lifted again by 
a hand inrriwl: f^ them. 

She was not only ti'amp^.lCi through the hall and 
down flairs without perceiving her feet* to totlcTx tntr 
gtound ; but alio was hurried in a flight up ftairs : and 
when a minifter endeavouyed to retain her, he foiifid a 
fenfible weight, bcfides her own ftrcngth, drawing her 
from him. 

When (he complained, that her tormentors had bitten 
and fcratchcd her , the Heads of the naiU and te?th were 
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fyen jupoa her (kin, with blood and fpittle about tHe 
wounds, which were abore twenty-four ; while neither 
her own, or any other teeth that were vifiblc, could 
have done it. 

She was moft vehemently diftorted upon attempting to 
tell or even write .the names of li€r tormentors ; yet that 
x:eafed as to any of them, how foon the perfon was delated ; 
^nd particularfy fhe had liberty, after many painful at- 
tempts, to accufe Margaret Lang, how foon a charm af 
hair to reftrain her, which Margaret had left behind 
the door, was found and burned ; the girl having told it 
-to have been tint, in manner |?ientioned in the depofition. 

She did throw out no more hair after the finding the 
ball of hair, of the fame colour and kind with that thrown 
out* by the girl, in Kathcrine Campbell's pocket, with 
pins in it, and the burning of it. 

After Agnes IJJaefmith had prayed for her, ihc did 
appear to her, but not torment her. 

She foretold, that her tormentors had concerted to 
throw her in a fit, .(whereof they did prcmonifh, of 
defign to fright her to renounce her baptifm by the 
^terror) at a certain hour, and had left one of their num- 
ber to execute it ; according whcreunto, there was a wo- 
man with a red coat feen under a tree in the orcjiard, 
^and the torment was brought on at the time appointed. 

When fhe told there was fomething tormenting her 
under the cloaths, the fpedators faw the bed cloaths 
move in an extraordinary manner, after the girl had been 
raifed out of them. 

When fhe complained (he was beaten : the.byc-ftanders 
Jbeard the noifc of the ftrokes. 

She cried out at a time, that her thigh was hurt ; and 
one of the company having fearched her pocket, found 
a knife ; but unfolded : however, having folded up ihe 
Xame, and put it in a fecond time, fhe cries of. new; 
^nd upon the fecond fcarch, (it, though fecured by the 
i^ring) is found open, to the great wonder ot beholders; 
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&CC they did watcbi that no vifible thing could have 
poflibly opened it. 

She told of a charm under the bed : and accordingly 
it wai found in the (hape of an egg, which melted away 
being put in the fire ; (he txild alfo that her fifter, who 
W19 boarded abroad, had charms put above her in the 
houfe, and would not recover of the decaying ficknefs 
till fhe waff brought out of it. According whereunto 
the child being brought home, (he ftraightway recovered. 

She told of their meeting in the yard of Bargarran, 
for confulting anent the dcftroying of her ; ajid accord- 
ingly the confeflants have deponed, that they did meet 
and confult her ruin in that place. 

The ftory anent her telling, that the commiiEoners, 
though at three miles diftance, had granted a warrant to 
the (heriff, to apprehend one of her tormentors ; her 
telling fo perfedl an account of the (heriff and of Mr. 
Guthrie who was with him, while her eyes were tied and 
faft ; her being in exceffive torments, (as fhe foretold) 
till that perfon was apprehended, and immediately there- 
upon, though at many miles diftance, her telling that 
her tormentors were now taken, betwixt twelve and one 
o'clock in the morning, and the (heriff, when he returned, 
4id declare the feizure to have been about that time ; is 
fo notour, and fo well attefted, that we need only to 
put you in mind thereof. 

Her falling in fits upon the fight or touch of her tor^ 
mentors, was no effedt of imagination ; for (he was fully 
hood-winked with a cloak, fo as (he faw nobody what- 
foever ; ytt upon the afproach of her toi mentor, (he 
immediately fell down as dead : whereas (he remained 
no ways ftartled upon the touch of any other : which ex- 
periments were tried forafcertainingthismean ofdifcovery. 

Finally, (he is naturally fagacious and obfervant, and 
difcovercd her integrity in face of court ; for when the 
prefident afkcd, whether or not (he knew one of the 
pannel't name that was to be pricked ? (he anfwercd, 
that though fhe knew her well enough of hcrfclf ;^ yet 



d by Google 



131 

one hzA told her the nime of this patmel, when (he was 
fent for to be confronted with her : fo far did this girl 
difcovefc" ber a^erfioin from any thing that might fee m in- 
tended to aid unfairly the natural eridence of truth ; and 
her firmiiefs to the outmoft againft* temptations of becom- 
ing a witch ; particularly againft the Maffauh of Satan; 
wherein he perfuaded her at leaft to go to their meet- 
ings, and (he anfwered^ that fhe would not follow fuch 
a hafe fallen creature ^ and he rejoining, that (he would go 
to hell however for her other fins j and fhe anfwcring, • 
that he. was a liar from the beginning; and the blood 
of Jefus would cleanfe her from all iniquity : whereupon ] 
he difappcared, and fhe perfeAly recovered upon the 
Sabbath tliereafter; was an h^ppy end put to this 
fearful tragedy of witchcrafty and confirms to conviftioa 
the reality of it. 

As to the murdering of the children, Und the minitter 
libelled : you may obferre feveral extraordinary things 
appearing in them $ particularly, the witncflcs depone, 
the minifter to have been in exceffive torments, and of 
&n unufual colour, to have been of found judgment ; and 
yet he did tell of feveral women being about him, and 
that he heard the noifc of the door opening, when 
none clfe did hear it. The children were well at night, 
aad found dead in the morning, with a little blood on 
their nofes, and blaes at the roots of their ears ; which 
were obvious fymptoms of ftranglings : befides that it is 
tcftificd, that the keeper of one of them, cried out, 
* Matthew ! Matthew ! the child is dead.' And the houfe 
of the other was whitened within, with fifting of meal 
the night before. Both which particulars were told and 
drfcovercd by the confefTants, before the witnefies which, 
now concur with them in it, were examined. 

The fecond part of the probation confifls of feveral 
stdminicles, proven by unfufpe^ed witneifes, which lead 
us to fufpcdt thofe pannels to be Witches, as fo many 
lines drawn from a circumference to a center, and as an 
i^tenue to the pofitive probation thereafter adduced : and 
N 
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thfitc either ftrtke at the whole pannds lo general, or 
f^me of them in particukr. In |;eoeral we need not 
enum<!rate all thefe admiQicle^, but remit you to the 
probation, which is fo full thereament ; only you will be 
pleafed to notice* that it is clearly proresy that all the 
pannels have infenfible marks* and fome of them in am 
extraordinary manner f that n^od of them have been long 
reputed Witches, and fome of them dcUted in 1687* by 
a confeiEng Witch* whofe fubfcribcd confeffion has been 
produced* you fee that none of them doth (hed tears ; 
nor were they ever difcoYered to do it fince tlieir imprifon. 
ment* notwithftandinr of their frequent howljngs ; fo 
t^at it jjB not a fudden grief or furprife* And SnaiUy, 
that the girl fell into fits of torment upon the pannds 
approaches to her* and that (he did name them all fre- 
iquently* either out or in her fits. 

In particular* you fee how Katherine Campbell wfis 
provoked by this girl's diicoveriog her theft ; whereupon 
fhe has brought in the reft of her confederates to a6k the . 
following mifchiefs ; how thereupon Campbell did curfe 
and imprecate in a terrible manner; how (he (laid out of 
her bed at night* and was frequently droufy in the 
morning ; how (he was namc^d by the girl* particularly 
the two lights that (he was out of prifon. The b:ill of 
hair was takicn out of her pocket and burned ; whereupon 
the girl's throwing out of hair did ceafe; (he could fiot 
cxprefs one word* even when on her knees* of prayer* 
for the girl's recovery ; and the infendble marks on hea 
were remarkable 

Agnes NaeCmitb did not torment the girl s^ter ihe had 
prayed for her; (he was reputed a Witch* and hath the 
jcnatks. She jcan\e early in the morning to Bar|prran'^ 
olofc, when by her refu(ing to go in* it appeared (he ha^ 
T)o bufinefs ;' yea* it is plain* that fiie had a refentment* 
for her not getting a greater alms the laft time (he was 
ihcre. The girf declared* ^m incontinentia that Naefmith 
a(ked her health and age; which in thcfc circumftancea 
^^ki a fhrewd prefumption of her evil defign ; and (k^ 
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fidcDOTi^edgtd herfelf to have done thiV, When (he adceS^ 
the are 6f another child ; wherein by proTideace (he waft^ 
befoeledy fince that which (he thoaght would have beein 
an ekcttfey tended to difcorer her guilt. And lafUy, after 
this appearance of A^nes Naefmith, the girl did take her 
firft fit) and nominate her among her fird toYmentors. 

Margaret Lang> that great impoftor, hs(8 been a great 
mafter-piece af the deril ; (he hat cenfeflied unnatural luft^ 
which it known to fome of your number ; (he fat near 
the door where the charm of hair was found, which the 
girl dedare^d did keep np her tongue ; and upon burning 
thereof, it was loofed. The girl fell in fits upon her ap« 
proach ; (he has notable mai^ks $ particularly one; whicb 
the confeffantff declared (he lately received ; and by ii»> 
fpedion, it appears to be recent. When (he came from 
Ler private converfalion (no doubt with the devil) (he 
raged as if ihe had been po(re(r«d, ant! eoiitd hot but Jt- 
chuT, that (he expeded a violent death. She looked in .. 
the face of James Millar's childi and a(ked her age» 
whereupon that child (ickencd the fame night, and named 
Margaret Lang on her death-bed. It appears (he was 
ready to (how to Janet Laird a fight of her mother, who 
had been three years dead. And finally^ (he haa been 
taken in feveral lies and grofs prevafioations ; particularly 
you may remember how fix> hours ago, when the witneflesi 
were examined on the ball of hair found with Katherine 
CampbeH, a gentleman, (Mr. Stewart of—) heard 
her fay to Katherine in the ear, * this is WeU waird on 
you, beoaufis you would not put it awsiy when I defired 
you,' &!c. Which the faid Mr. Stewait did openly 
teftify in court upon oath; m)twith(iandiHg whereof^ 
this impudent wretch had the confidence to deny it^ 
though Katherine Campbell alfo confeffed, that (he had 
pulled at her, and had fpoke fomewhat to her, to which 
(he did not advert. This was no wonder, the witnefTes 
deponing at the fame time being clofe againft Katherine* 

Margaret Fulton was reputed a Witch, has the mark 
of it, and acknowledged in prefence of her hu(band9 thilt 
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^e made ufe of a cfaarm, Mfhich appeared fuU of fmalf 
ftones and bipod. That her . hufbanid had brQUgl\t her 
back from the fairies ; and her repute of.be!;og a Witdi 
19 of an old date, befides her being often named by the 
maleficiate girl. 

As to the Lindfaysy they all hav^ the mark, and were 
all of a long time reputed to be Witches. John Xiindfay, 
in Barlocky was accidently dtfcovered by the girl's takiog 
'a fit upon his coming to the houfe» John and Jamca 
liindfay were delated by a confefling Witch in anno i68j, 
which confefiion is publicly read before you, and thece 
was nioney given to the Sheriff-depute for delaying of the 
purfuit. James Lisdfay appeared to William Scmple 
fuddenlyt and flew about like a fowl, for an opportunity 
to Urike him^ in revenge 0f the quarrel mentioned in the 
j^epofition^ and at laft prevailed to ftrike him dead over 

';S cjir. Arti §««Jlf ; whkt k^x^m^ak^k is^iestbs 

Iboth to truj^h and providence, the very wknefies adduced 
^Jn. the exculpation, for the Lindfays, deponed fo clearly 
fgainft .them, even beyond the purfucr's witDdTes, that 
. Itheir advocate was flimned thereat ; and thercupoit defift. 
<d from craving any more witoeffes to be examined on 
^he exculpation. 

It is true. Tome of thefe indications may be in one, 
9nd others of them in another, cither from nature or ac* 
cident, ^nd yet that pcrfon not be a Witch i but it wa« 
fever heard nor read, that aU thefe indications, which 
^re fo many difcoveriea by providence, of a crime that 
]|iight other wife remain in the dark, did ever concur in 
one and the fame individual perfon that was innocent s 
yea, on the contrary, they, by the wi£dom.and experience 
of all iiations, do alfo convincingly difcover a Witch, as 
the fymptoms of a leprofy concerted by all phyficians, do 
i^nfpld the perfon affe^ed with the fame to be leperous, 
but e/iof they ^re not fiifficient of themfelveft^ yet their 
' tendency and meaning, being cleared and applied to their 
proper caufe^ by a liquid and po£^ive probation, there 
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vstots B« more to deUrmme jou asent tlie paancKt g\dlj> 
And therefore, 

Thirdly, As to the third part of the probation, w& 
remit the pofitive depofitioos of the confefiknts, an4 
•gainft whon they do concur, wholly to your own perufal 
or ezamtnttioD ; only you would be {leafed to notice^ 
tft, Something which do rery much fuftain the credible 
lity of their teftiraooies, arifiag from their examination Im 
court. 2dly, We (hall explain to you the import of tho 
word Notgt whfch is added to the interlocutor of the. 
judges admitting thefe laft witneflcs* 

Firftt Elizabeth Anderfon is of fufficient age, beinf 
feventeen ; but fo yoong and pointed, that her depofitioxi 
appears no effe£t of melancholy : fhe accufed her fathtf 
to his face when he was a-djring in the prifon, as noif 
there are two of her aunts in the pannel, which certainly 
muft proceed from the ftrcngth of truth, fioce eren dives 
retained a natural affedkion to his relations ; (he went ou 
foot to the meetings with her father, except only tkal^ 
the devil tranfported them over the water Clyde ^ 
which was eafy to the prince of the air, who does far 
greater things by his hurricanes, (he tells that Mont* 
gomerie's houfe was meally when his child was ftrangled : 
and declares, that (he never renounced her baptifm^ but 
was carried along by the concufllon of the parent i fo 
that nothing can be objeded againft her teftimony in an)r 
judgement, much lefs an excepted crime. 

James Lindiay, it is true, is of lefs import i yet by 
his weeping when he came in and was admoniflied of the 
greatnefs of his guilt, it appears that he had a fenfe of 
it ; he hath a natural precipitancy in what he fpeaks, yet 
that is commonly the concomitant of ingenuity, as im- 
porting his exprei&ons not to be forethought. He con- 
curs in moft things with the others, and yet he has de- 
clared, that he faw not Margaret Fulton at Dumbarton, 
&c. Which implies that he does not file the pannels all 
at random, but tells what occured to his fenfes, &c. 

Janet and Margaret Rodgers are inftance^ of a lingular 
•N 3 
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providence T for they did cpafefs the fame mommg thsiC 
the court did lad fit, of their own propejr motive, there 
being* neither miniilers nor judges befide them at the time, 
lAgnes Naefmith it Janet's relation, and fhe telh that 
Ihe never faw Katherinc Gampbell, as Margaret declares, 
that (he did not fee John Lindfay in Barloch ; which 
plainly demonftrates that they tell only the dilates of 
their natutal confcience, arifing from difcretion and 
knowledge of the true matters of faft : they both pro- 
^eiTed their repentance lad Sabbath in the church ; and 
do perfift with great firmnefs, as you fee their deportment 
in deponing to the congruous and exa£^. 
• Thomas Lindfay and Chriftiati Sha\V, being under 
•piipilanty, we did not prcfs their being put to an oath ; 
^yet you faw that they did declare in court againft thofc 
'pannels in fuch an harmony with the reft of the deponents, 
and gave fuch a caufe of their knowledge, that it is 
certain their own youngnefs in years, adds extremely to 
the credit of their teftimony : becaufe thereby it is in- 
credible, that they could have contrived or executed the 
• ading of concert. 

As to the fecond, fince thcfe' wltneffcs are admitted 
by the judges; it neceffarily implies, that they meant 
them to be probative ; only they adjected the words, 
cum nota ; that is you mud notice, or noUindum ejl^ that 
there Xfiw^ fomething elfe concur to prove the guilt of 
the pannels, by and atour the depofitions of any two fuch 
witneffes : but fo it is that all the adminicles on which 
yoii have feen probation led, for more than iixteen hours 
of your time, are ftrengthening evidences, of thofe wit- 
neffes credibility, and cannot but have been noticed by 
you, as illative' of the fame things which they depone. 
Whereby the nota is fully taken off by the concurrence 
of four other pofitive teftimonies, agreeing with that of 
two of thefe witnefTes : by the extraordinarincfs of the 
corpora deliQt i by the probability of the adminicles ; and 
finally by the whole chain of this affair, and the fparkles 
dfan infernal fire which in every place hath broken out of it^ 
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' Mt h true, tHere are fotee few of the admihicleft that 
are prorcn only by one witnefs, but as to this you may 
confidcr, ift, That a wltnelJs 4cpomng Je /a3j proprio^ 
18 m law more credited than tfny other fiagle witoefs* 
Aiid this IS the prefent cafe as to fome of the adminiclesu 
adly, The antecedent concomitant and fubfcqucnt cir- 
cumilances of fa£^, do fuftain the tefllmony and mako 
the femi plenary probation to become full. But 3dly, 
The other adminicles undoubtedly proven by concurring 
•witncflefs, are per /f, fufficient ; and therefore you faw 
«8, at the defire of the judges, forbear to call the far 
•greateft part of our witncffes; bccaufe the time had al- 
ready run to fo great a length, and it was thought that 
;thcre was already enough proven of prefumptions ; for it 
may alfo reafonably be imagined, that the moil regular 
and curious fchemc had emerged from the fortuitous con- 
courfe of atoms, roving without rule, as that fo many 
iodicatjon (hould concenter againft each of thefe pannels, 
and yet they remain innoceat of witchcraft. 

Now upon the whole, you will take notice, that pre- 
fumptions being vehement, make a more certain proba- 
tion than witnefles ; becaufe prefumptions are natural 
emanations of the thing itfelf, which cannot be bribed ; 
whereas witnefles are obnoxious ; fo in our law there was 
* one condemned for theft, another for falfliood, and a 
third for murdering of a child, merely upon prefumptionp, 
as is related by M^Kenzie in his Criminal Treatife, much 
more may prefumptions ab(lru6l the faith of, and take 
off the noia from pofitive witnefles : for it is a grofs mif- 
take, that feveral proofs which have each of them fome 
import, may not be joined to make a full evidence, the 
' fame way as two fmall candles in a dark roonr, will npt 
fuffice, yet feveral others being added to them, will make 
a fufficient light, to difcover the murderer ; ^wo boys 
will be able to carry a weight which one of them would 
not be able to fuilain, as two units make a full number : 
one wltnefs of whatfoevcr dignity proves nothing ; yet 
out of the mouth of two or three witncfres, every truth 
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a^ be etablilied. And Enallf, t)icm|^l[ one ^al nisSkc 
aot a Ere that can do the work ; yet feveral coals added 
to It, increefe the flame, which tt hoped will be fufficicnt 
for the operation. 

We (hall therefore leate you with this conclufion, that 
:a8 you ought to beware of condemning the innocent, and 
ought to incline to the fkfeft fide : fo if thefe pannelt be 
proren legally guilty; then quad bygones, your cyo 
ought not to fpare them, nor ought yon to fuffer ii 
Witch to live ; and as to the fnture, you in doing other- 
wife, would be acceiTcry to all the blafphemiea, apoftafiet, 
murders, torture, and fedud^ions, &c. whereof tbefe 
f nejnies of heavrn and earth (hall thereafter be guilty, 
when they hare got out. So that the queftion feemt 
ilmply to come to this, whether upon your oath Je JuUTt^ 
you can fwear, that the pannels, notwithflanding of all 
that is proven againRthem, are not guilty of witchcmftj 
in the determination whereof, we prey God may dire^ 
you to the right courfe. 

The inqueft being inclofed near fix hours, brought in 
their vcrdiA to court that they found the libel proven. 

LETTER IL 
SIR, 

I HAvfe collected, according to my promife, what 
appeared to me moft fpecious in the reafoningt, either in 
court or private converfation, anent receiving of the con* 
feffants as witneffea. You are not to imagine, that the 
pannels were condemned on the faith of thefe ; for I do 
believe the probation by unexceptionable witneiTes, led 
antecedent to this laft, was fo pregnant that the pannels 
might have been condemned on it, though thefe laft had 
not been adduced. 

I may have mifled the energy of the argument fomc* 
times, in a cafe which in itfelf is abHrufe c however, 
you have it in fuch a manner as I was able to penetrate 
thereunto as follows. 
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1m order to ttc more fatufaftory anffwcrlliig ht tti< 
iibjc6k!ofi8 n^a4e againd th^fe lad witnelT^s, wc fiullfirft. 
lay before you the (late of the cafe 9 avd thea dear up 
the determination of it. 

As to the Efft, the qucilion U not, whether partnetf 
ja ^he crime, or others mentioned In the obje^ionv can 
.be a concluding, proof of the mfclvesy though two of them 
WQuld cpncur at to the fan>e a£t of witchcraft ; but 
.whether the corpora Midi appeariag already to imply 
(Witchcraft, and the eltriafic admiaiclei being fo prcg- 
4»nt, to infer that tbefe paanels are tl^e Witches $ their 
incurring fuch ch^raders, as by obferv^oce of all nationa 
andagesy are the fynoptoms of a Witch ; particularly th< 
^^rl^Sy faine» not O^eding of tears ^c. which are dif- 
G^vf ri^s of providence of fuch a crime, that like avenues 
lead us tp the feoret of it. And finally, when fix perfons 
jof different ages and. Rations, five confe^nt^ andthegirlf 
do, when fepar^tely examined, agree in their apfwers to 
every material queftion th^t $s put to them, even though 
it be new 1 fo that it could not be .concerted : we fay, 
Jirhethcr or not in fuch a cafe, may witnefles be received 
^0 put the capeftone on the evidence .by a pofitive proha- 
Xioii, o£ 3. ,inatter of fad, which is the objeA of fenfe, 
though otherwife they .be liable to exception, if fuch ex- 
traordinartoefs of the cor/or^ ^r/i^i, clcarnefs of the ad- 
minicles, and of the diagnoftics of Witches, did not 
precede them as you have fccn proven before you thai 
they do. 

The cafes is not, whether thefe witneiTes would be 
habile in aui ordinary crime, which commonly falls to be 
expofed to other witnefies, than thofe concerned in it $ 
but whether they can be received in this extraordinary, 
occult and excepted crime of Witchcraft, wherein there 
are two Ipccial cafes to be noticed, viz. fometimcs the 
afts thereof arc open .and admit the choice of witnefles; 
fuch as charms ufed in the day time, when the ador is 
▼ifible. Hut that part of witchcraft, whereby Witches 
meet in the m'ght time, adore their lord, contrive their 
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Inafeficety and accordimgly thereafter eiccttte fliem wfie^ 
<^ther vrkiieires are aileep, or the wiCchet themlHvca ar^ 
covered from Ught ; we ^f, that this caa be do ptber- 
wife proTen than hj thefe that are intimate t9 it» joined 
to the pofitive proof aad admiaicles before*meQtibned> 

We do not ailed|rey that perfoni altogether deftitute 
0f knowledge and natural confciencCj are not to be ad- 
mitted in any cafej fuich as infants, furious, fatuous, 8cCm 
Neither do we contend, that Thomas Lindfay and Chrif* 
tian Shaw, who are under pupilarity, fliould ' be put to 
an oath ; for they are only to be examined feperatdy- 
before the court, upon interrogators, by which it may 
appear, whether .or not they coincede with the four other 
coafefiknts, that are Co depone before them ; and this it 
the pannels advantage in aafe of difagreement. But wft 
infift, that any perfon a bo Vc pupilarity, giving evidencea 
of confiderable knowledge and natural confcience (which 
is a fnffieient fund for all the credit that we need in 
this cafe, that is already alolioft fully proven) it is to be 
j-cceived as a witnefs. 

As to the fecond, we (hall make this as clear as Doom 
I ft. From reafon and the nature of the thing. adly^ 
Our own cuftoms and decifions* And jdly. The fingui« 
laxity of the circumftantiate cafe. 

As to the firil, the going to and coming frofb meet* 
ings, efpecially on foot ; the falling down and ivor(hiping 
the devil there, under a corporeal (hape (which he had 
when he tempted our Saviour to do it). The adual 
murdering of children by a cord and napkin ; and the 
tormenting of others by pio8,^e. are plain obje^s of 
fenfe ; and therefore the fenfes are to be believed anent 
them. For as reafon hath things intelligible and faith 
things fupernatural : fo the fences have things corpo* 
ral for their objeds, whereaneat they are to be truftcdi 
aye and while it be proven, that the appearance is im- 
poflible, or that the witnefs of it, is an impoftor. It if 
a part of the Witches purchafc from the devil, that they 
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^ootbe £ten at fome occafioni : fo tbat the atKuninatioi^ 

t Qommitted then would remain uopunifted, if fuch wic- 

n^fles were not admiucd. Ix cannot kc thought that 

i Witches (who of dl crJmuiaU are the i^olb obftmate to 

t confcfa) would Ycature the lofs of their own lives, byde- 

1 poning agaiaft otherif againft whom they haT« no fpecial 

I pique ; yea, for whom they have particular affcAipo, as 

I fcferal pf tjie panmeb arc fome of the witnefles relations. 

i Nor^hat the devil apy peculiar intereft to ioftigate theni , 

[ thereunto : for feveral of Uie pannel^ have cainfefled otheir 

Qxecrable crimes ; whereby it cannot be fuppofed, that 

I Satan would be divided againft him/elf. Gpd in his 

[ ordinary providence has taken fuch care of public judge- 

fiients, that the eaemy of juftice, hia fpecial power ceafes 

thereabout, as appears by the witches not being able 

cither to do morie harm, or efcape after God's roiuifteta 

being to countcra^k Satan's jn^ruments by imprifonment., 

And finally, the oddnefs of the midefices, the concurrence 

of the adminicles, and the exigence of matters of faA 

wherein thefe confcffants (though n^t kaowing the fame 

otherwife) do agrejS w^th otl^r unexceptionable witneffes^ 

&c. do fufficiently abftruA their credibility. For as 

ffl/bopd being ,a criipe, is never prefumed ; fo a perfon 

found true in many ,things, is ftill prefumed to continue 

fi^ck till the contrs^iy \>e evinced* 

As to the fecond, we have the teftimony of our fam- 
ous K. J* 6th, Demon. Jib. 3. C. uk. telling us, that 
it is our law, that boys, girls, infamous perfons, 6cc^ 
ace not to be rejefted any more in witchcraft, than is 
human lefe roajcfty, even though they afleit others to 
have been prefent at imaginary meetings : becaufe this 
fuppofes their having entered into aprecontrad ; he by4 
that Satan's mark apd the want of tears, are pregnant 
aids to the difcovcry. He gives an indance of a girl, 
who having named witches in her fits, they were all con- 
demned upon other concurring adminicles. This not a 
•ommo>D .author, but a man who as curious, was exadj 
IS prudent did not piiblilh fuch things without the aj^ 
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probation of the beft' divines and lawyers ; as a pHoce 
U t« be credited anent the law of his oWn country : and 
as a king has detCFinined any dubiety that might Bare 
remained in this point, as far as the law t>f our gorcm-k 
nptent Will permit. 

But. further our judges and law/e»havt followed his 
niajefty : for in all the proceflcs in the jotirnals, fiune and 
delation, and the mark, ari ftill fuftained, as moft prcg# 
nant prcfumptions ; whereupon, and a very fmall proba- 
tion bcfides, witches have been frequently^ coiidemned. 
So in the proceffes againft the bewitchers of Sir George 
Maxwell D^ Pollok, and Hamilton of Barnes, Anno' 
iS'j'jf /oCfu$ criminu, though under age, is fuftained to 
be a witnefs : and witnefies are adduced before the inqaeft 
fot proying, that the mark was found upon fome of the 
witches^ Women and minors have been received by 
multitudes of dcclfions cited by M«Kenzie, Tit. prob» 
bf witncflc?, and Tit. witchcraft. And he alfo citea 
decifion, where in parallel cafes, fhclt criminisj and others 
inhabile, were admitted ; particularly ia- treafon and in 
falfhood : and all lawyers conclude, that witchcraft is as^' 
ckrch an exciepted crime as thcfe 

As to the third, whatever iahability thefe wltnefics 
might be under, it is fully made up, and they rendered 
unexceptionably habile by -the chain of this whole buiihefs«^- 
It is true one man through the concurrence of corrofive 
humours, may have an infenfiblc mark ; another be en* 
vioufly defamed ; a third may through fuddeh grief or 
nielancholy, not be able to weep, <kc. a fourth may be 
loaded with fufpicious circumftaaces, when extraordinary 
things fall out in the country ; a fifth may be deponed 
againft by two falfe witneffes, though neither of thcfc 
feparately be truly witches But by the known obferva- 
tion and experience of mankind, none except witches 
have had the unhappy medley and coacourfe of ail or 
mod of thcfc indicia, and ordinarily, aid for the greater 
part, witches have them : fo that fincc the rules of 
judgement are cftabliihcd upon that guod fkrumfuejf 
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of the plaTncft Hifcafc, Kcii^g, -}^JS^^9^^P}\y 9,9.^^^XJ^^A l* «U^ 

parts Tof tlfic *wor|d^ points .out to Uf tli^t thc.harff .fljE' ; 

thcnn'is k peffon truljr^ aiftci^ci with th^t^Ifeafc,;,wli<:fe(^, . 

, A».^»f 

other pcrfon in the world b\it ^ Witch : and on th^ ctf^cT 
hari(f» th'ey taking' place 'in Wjtchcs,^ through ,a|l, pa/tp Ja , 
ihe'Wrlaimuft proceed JFrom a common, jan<^ ppt /^pinu.,^ 
a peculiar "Kiytnour^or caufe. ^ .^ . , .,, i )v, ? ;t ...^ - 

The foeci^c apVrtudeV^f fomt ofjthie nicf (\ of .tjjiq. Ipdicis^ < 
vhich'fppeafcjd from^the pi^obftloQ ajr^ady l9(J.t9 dvfcoTWiM: 
a Witch,, do .lerj^e tV tlear., the grc^^nd 9f |h^ veprld'a . ? 
obfcryation''anent them. f articularly* tkc^dcy^ a« apin^. 
God, imprii>ti a facramcnt of his covenant, j, befid^s^th^t^^ ., 
xommonly .this mar]t^ )?^^PS K'T^n !^\ . ^^^ '^^^ {"^^^^Mng,.^. 
docs'by jts intoferablc pain fprc.c the Witch ^9 ^.fcpoQdL ; 
rendczTous to)* curipg it, <t whiph thfi^poQr wreteh/Jtt^io^.a 
undrf^hl^ furioii? necf-ftity, ^xcb the padibp ^>y rciie.wingv ■. 
it with clclibeVition, naYi^g ^een diye^tcd ^in ^he.mcan ., 
time^ from confiacr^pg the Wi;idnjc|s of, thc< fir^ fi^g^go 
mcfiV^y {he'pVin. l)ije inhabilUy fo fhpd ^.ears. pjayt^bje*; 
charaf^rHlic (Jf hardening, tljou'ghi not al wjnyf in.ihe cafcs < 
of Chn iiiaTis ; y c^c f n thpfp. who ^ ha^ve ceafed, ; U\ be Cjcb^ 
leaft* the deyil giving^ them fuch words, of /ci;ipturc; »nd v 
prayer m' many haye, ~ it , ijiould bjc. ; rapoffibl^ tO'diJcAVcr, 
their* bypdcVIly ; * and- that is not Sataji's^ ow.n ,intericft, 
fince bv thi^ difcovery,j.qccafion is giycn^to .bjJ^'^Qn ,thc 
profcffion of ^hoJtnVu \ A , report often ar/fef jyilhout 
ground, ' biit a conffant repute tjiat^ '^^^P?. £9"M.1gi JlPph'c* « 
for the nnoU part'aYurcr.'caiife, efpicially when it is of 
pcrfons below envy ; and by perfons above calumny. 
The girl falling in fits at approach of the pinnels, might 
proceed from antipathy, arifiog from the poilonoiis fteamd 
of the Wi(ch accuftomed to produce that effect tlu(>ugl| 
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a TirUic affixed thereto by the devil, by eonjunfUon of ^ 
nataral caufet (the fame way as the invifible peftilence . 
dot! operate) or hit promife orcafting th^ girl ip iiti. i|f i^ 
the Witch'i prefence, might hayc been general ; whcrc^ ., 
the Witch wai eVcrttually bcToolcd and difc^pTered at it .^ 
oftth falls out : for Satan enVies even their t^mpprat feU-- ,^ 
city, and fears, IcH by continuing hefe» they inbuld be ,,| 
teft'oQt of his hands by conTcrfioij, when they come tp , 
perceive the delufjon of his promlfes to make them rich, ^9«r 3 

Thei*e was one thing further which was tried before.^ 
your lordfhips, vix. none of the papnels that were, tried .^ 
(though mod fagacious and )Lnowing, and perfect Jiu^^i^ 
memory, fo that it could not proceed frort^'igno|r'ancc of ^.^ 
forgetfulnefs) could make out the^'atieihpt.oi layjnjr the 
Lord's Prayer ; i^hich may either be a ifecrtt ju<Jgerae.nt ; .* 
for renounciiig their firft Lordi afrcr whom it is peculiarly ,., 
dtofominate, Or by redraint of their new lord^ , wl^b may ,^^ 
thiiUc that tod fpecialan homage to jiis adverfary. Bi|t 
we have hindered you too loag with that which is QO^ . . , 
neceifary : for this being incontrovertible law and cu^pm^, . 
their needs no philofi^phy to fupport it ; fince Icgiilattprji ..^ 
do ccafbn, biit f ubjcAs inii A obey. : ' and t>ot^^ t he tocil a^ ,, 
lazy (who hiive neitlier reiad* dor thought enoug^h to , 
tinderftand thia fubjrft) are to be left to 'their own. cti- j , 
mcrasi; yet left they (hould infult, we (hall anfwer'in their >,:- 
fafhion, ftich of the obje6(i6hs at. the paanels ad^vocat^ , 
thought any wife worthy lo be fe^eatcd in ttia.plac^. '" . 

Whereas it is objcfted,' that Delrib, fc^. j' ^ ^j,. lliyt^j /^ 
that focti'^rc not to be admitted witiiciTts ad condemnmtf^ . 
dumi efpecially, confideriiig that' the probation ought 19 ,\. 
be iuce mtrtdiaha clanor, ' \ ^ ^ . . '. . • , 

It it anfwered, that the place nfelf coBfjites t1nV^^^fc^^7 j 
cice in the piefent cafe : for it fajft. /x his folunon ^;j; 
proceehndtitn 4d condemnMtionem "Jiio cont rat turn commpnitu - 
ieneri tf tn pritxt obtmere;^t,'{Q^\% it evidcpt, 1^, l.he V' 
common opinion and cu^bm it* in the contrary, even ^ 
where there it no other probation, but by the partners of 
of the crime. Yct| tdlyt We u^ uot lo finiteocdi bu^ 
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Kibfume m hii rery wordf* ex his foluf we do not dedfe 
the pannels (hould be condemned ; but your lordftiips fee 
thefe witne(r<^8.we are (o adduce ,axe^ npt f^Vt or aIo;(e; 
for the proWidn led th^fe ljiA^6xtcen houn^ are fojnanj 
cbnconiitants and difcoVeres of proridencey whic^ i^bftn;^ 
'atd make up any' defeft ^^^ their credit that can j>c dcfi- 
''dcAite. tdly, lience the meaininfir of that maxim (which 
18 metaphorical, at appears by the words clarior luce 




pregnancy , , 

^admlhicfei ancl pbintcdnefs of the pontlye probaUofn, 
^bcmg corijoiied ; there is not a ctcarer proof upon ref:oj*d 
''id any^i^a^tiony tihan that to which It is hoped jbefjp ^wlU 
'kmount. \ ' ^ ', ^ 

Whereas tkis'allegance is enforced, by pretcnSing^it 
were of dan^cFous confcquence to allow fuch witncflcsjto 
prove m'ejrting with the devil, iince Satan might hav^ 
rcprcfcnted others by their falfe fliapesl 

It is "aAfwcred, V I ft, That w^ arc not ftraitened in tins, 
ticcaufe'thei^I|ttfemaByWtjcr articles proven, which cbul^l 
not have been filfificd.' Btit if^ we give f6me ifcope^ to 
YfeiifbnihgVev^kin this'pointi it is to be confidercd, that 
the'mfes of jud^fcment are eftablifticd upon that wWc^ for 
the moil part' dbes tlill obtairi, and rules ^re to be follow- 
ed/ tiir^fn iexceptiotf be proven iii a particular circuniltan* 
iim^e cafe. But fo it is, by the experience and obfcr- 
vationofthe wifcft divines, lawvers, philofophers, p»hy- 
flciins, ilatefmen, judges, and hiftorians, sit home^ and 
abroiitd (that ^re too wife io be impbfed Upon, and too 
ii^gehuous iQ dccieiVe ifs, wheti thefy all concur in tlic fattic 
matter of fac^) befide the teftimoily of Witches themfclvef 
dreryWhere, makbt the apparjliohs of Witches to be 
commonly and "moftly teal; and therefore the tefti'moriy 
oi the fenfes is always to be Credited anent thetn, aye and 
wkilc it be can veiled. For fingle Or few Inftanccs of 
felfc I'eprefentations to the fcifes ^ftieeming them tb be 
true^ or a pbfEbility of appearances being Falfe, can 
O % 
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nowife invalidate the rule cftablifKcd upoa experience, 
vrhicb 18 common, and for the mod part, whereby no 
exception is to be prefumed till it be proven in a fpecial 
cafe ; fmce a wonder does not fubvrrt the proof drawn 
from the common courfc of nature; i, logic, aBmiia not ^o 
itr^ue H^parUlutari^ or frpm ppflibiliiy tp. ej^iffance ;. law 
If tils' /the' tiiVden^ of 7p»'oVing , fiippl.atlpn on the afBrmer, 
i'tfd f hat *Whichf fcldom occurs, is no f confide i»cd. by tie 

legSTitoA.- ;-;'^ ^■'','^^: ;.'\' ■ : •' 

* "For Jllull'ratlrig of ^v^icK, it If. fi(rthcK to be confidcrcdf 
that fot* ihc moil part and ordinarily, the Witches arc 
|)crfonally cxifttnt m. the places where they apprar^ bc- 
'i'auTe It is more eafy for the prince of the air to tranfport 
th'enii in his hurricanes which he can raife, a& is plain in 
the intlance of Job (who was put in his power, i. e. his 
natural power without delegation ) forp:)in^ a fence upon 
their f4ce, whereby the violence of the air may be divert- 
ed frob choaking them, then to form the curious mi- 
niature of fuch various tranfadlions on their brain: the 
difficulty whereof is the greater, that all their fjancicf 
are not drfpdfed at all tiqocs the brpe way, and they 
have not the feeds of this work, ualefs they had once 
aded it in« reality/. It is bptk the greater criqie apd 
pl'cafure'' to adliV truth ; which therefore the devil apd 
Witches do rather chiife (unlefs the place be far diftaat, 
fe'r the party indifpofed) apd this, de faSo is attefted to 
Kc To, by tlie 'Writers and Witches in all nations aad 
2igc8,'a8 faTd is. . 

• idljV Notwithffanding that the inilc mnft hold, tiU an 
exception "of exculpation be evinced, quoad a partlcttlsr 
perfon^ ty evidencing that the .real appearance- was in 
that fpecial cale a true mi (lake ; yet this exception is 
fufficient for'fafety of the xnifreprercnted ; fince the: fane 
providence which permitted the afflidion, will order the 
outgate and excuIpat,ion|. either by the aerial-bodies BjOt 
Biding Ibe touch, ojr fome oilier diftinftion, as p^rovidence 
commonly allows the devil toperfonate enly w>th a clofcn 
foJt^ or that t^c apparition wasvfolly ta«nc fingjc wit- 
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liefs, who cannot be a proof f. or that the innocent can 
prove aRbi ; or finally, the notour charadler of a Samuel 
Will purgp and difpel the s^fperfions of Satan, contrived 
of pufpolc'^tb difcredit the erldcncc of fenfe, by which 
alone hit inftruments can be dIfco.Tered. Efpecially thia 
chara<£ler being joined to the other circumftancet of the . 
providence; fudi at, when good men arc. difguifed they 
are moftly paiCve in the fccne and outwith thereof: 
whereas Witches are perfonally aftive in their common 
life by fuch words and deeds as (in conjunction with 
thefe appearances) confpire to make qs know and dif- 
tingulfh them^ from the truly good ; fince thefe Witchet 
open profaaity, naughtinefs, or unveiled hypocrify, being 
cleared by fame, fealed by the mark, and confirmed by 
the other difcovcries of the adminicles that lie proven be- 
fore you, do dill make a land mark betwixt the children 
•f darknefs and light. So Dclrio, lit. 5. fed. l6. N. 5. 
tells of Athanafius and St. Cermanus,. again^ whom pro- 
hattOK was adduced for forcery, bnt providence did can- 
vel it. It is a famous iuftance of Sufanna,*^ reprefentcd 
by the elders ; which though not in the cafq of fpe6irc, 
yet agrees in the rational. The repretcntation by Pha- 
roah's magicians had concomitants, by which they were 
difcovered and confounded. But ladly, fuppofe that God^ 
ia the depths of his wifdom (to convince the errpr of 
nimious felf-cpnfidsfnce) ihould permit all neceflary pro- 
bation to concur againll an innocent ; yet the judge, fol- 
lowing the faith of proofs eftablifhed by divine and humaa 
laws, is altogether innoxious : fince this cafe being very 
rare, the evil is Icfs than the ellablifhing a principle, by 
which moft of all thefe mongers could not be cut off. 

tJpon the whole, it is certain, that as though oft-times 
falfe witneflTes fct on by the devil, have taken away a harm- 
Icfs life, by accufi.ig it of other crimes; yet tlie tellimony 
ef witnelTes mud ttill be credited till they be redargued ; 
Xo thefe appearances of Witches with the other fpecialitiet 
before expreifed, being proven, ought to be elteemed 
real| till the fallacy be eftablifhed, fiTpccIally feeing 
03 
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there are examples in ancient and modern lilftory, #f 
Satan's reprcfcnllng the bcft of men, as committing mur- 
der, buggery, &c. in effigy. So Delrio, lib. 5. fed. 
16. N. 5. rtlatef, that Su Silranui wai reprefcntcd by 
the devil, at .committing a copumon capital qrinie ; - and 
the like of a monk ; whereof t^ere art fcveral nrodern 
parallel inftances: yet this cannot enervate the rule and 
faitli of public judicatures, founded on no mor( bat upon 
the fight of* tbe like appearances; and any argument 
againft the probation in witchcraft, will equally hold 
agalnft the probation of any other crime whalfomcvcr ; 
vmerefore the rules of them both mull be common, as to 
bc|ieving tht fen^fes. fortified ut fupra^ till their error be 
in^ividqafly difcovered. - 

Finally, the Certainty is noways diminiftedby.the cr- 
' traoriiflaiinefs of the appearance to the.fenfes : for in law 
and nature reality, and not fimulation, is prefamed, till the 
contrary be made appear, that it is aAually falfe* Thia 
is'anfvircr enough to thofe who, place a great part of their 
fmall wit in nonfenfical arguing, againft all divine author- 
'it)r : iuf wt^itcrs further illuftrate that the estraorcjinari- 
nds o^ a jnitter of fad, docs npt exqliidc its realities 
b^ing the fubjcft of the. icftimony of witnefTcs^in our 
Saviour's miracles, transfiguration, walking on the waters, 
(landing in the midft of the 4ifciples while the doors were 
fhht, and arguijig aflurance by their fjcnfcs, that a fpirit 
had not fjefh and bone8» though indeed the furcr word of 
prophefy did. put thefe, beyond doubt, . . 

Nor.could it be alledgedfor.thepannels (though they 
had the lall word as, perhaps they Jiave potf in obje^^ions 
agaipft witncflcs, fincc therein feijiunt fi^ores by attack- 
ing the witatfjes prefumcd babili.tyj that; it i,B not .coft- 
cciveable, how ^he girj qr vvitniefTes, could fee what the 
bye-ftanderiB could not beholds befide the impcflibility 
of the real boidies eqterlng atclofe doors and. windows, 
or ijbt intercepting tjhe fight of what is at its back. 

For this it wo\ild be anfwcred, ift, ^rpven fads nauft 
not "b'e denied,, though philoibphcrs hayc not, yet ,cei- 
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taialy reached the inrifible manner of their exiftcnce : (o 
in nature the loadflEone draws the iron, the compafs tumi 
always to the poles, &c. In' Stripturc the itigels (and 
the devH was once fuch, retaining as yet his natural pow- 
ers) fmote the Sodomites, that they cduld' hot fee the 
door, though they faw the houfe. Balaam's afs pcrceired 
the angel that iVood undifcovered to himfelf ; and the r6d 
thrown down by the magicians of Egypt, was no doubt 
feen by themfclves, thoughinvifible to the bye- (landers, 
which holding of their eyes, interpret ers^^ explain* to have 
been done- bymitural ttieahs ; and yet the manner th^teof 
i».certainly diflicult. • • 

However it is alfo certain, that if a poflibW way'cam 
be propofcd, the reality of a proved ftid is not to be 
co«tradi6led : and this rtin be done in the prefent CJcfe. 

For, ^dly, Satan's natural knowledge and acquired 
experience, «iak6s him perfe6l in the optics and lliisning: 
bcfides that, as a fpirit,'he excels in ttrbngth and agility, 
whereby he may eafily bewitch the eyes of of othets ; to 
whom he intends that hisinRtuments (hotiM not Be fecn 
in this 1*1 anil eras iVas formerly hinted, Vit: he conftriAs 
the pares of the witches vehicle, which intercepts a part 
of the raysrefledling frbm* her body, he con len^fes the 
irrterjaceat air with grofTer meteors bI6wn into it, or 
othcrwife does violefatly agitate it, Whicn disowns ahbtlier 
part of the rays ; andlaftly,' he ob{lru6^s the optic nervei 
wrtlr ^luniours (lit-red tbward them ; all which joined to- 
gether, may eaftly' intercept the wH61c fays Vef' Airtg 
from thefe bodies, fb as to make nb iAipreffipn upoti the 
common fenfe ; and yec at the fame time, byt'he refrac- 
tion of-the rays gliding alorigft the iitted ficies of the 
volatile couch, wherein Satan iran(\>orts thcrh, and th'efc- 
by-meetlng and comiftg id the'eye,^ as if there Were rio- 
thing: inter] ace rtt, the Wall or' chair behind the farhe 
bodtes^raay be fecn i as af'piecie o>f money lying oiA of 
fight in a cup becomes Vifible,' how foon' the nfiediUm ia 
■ altered by pouring in fomcf Water da it. Several of your 
nutober do know, that the girl' declared;' that fhc faw 
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aad heard the doors and windowi ope« at the witchcf 
entry, when, no doubt, the devil had prccondcnfcd a 
foft poftage on the eyes and cari of otheri, to whom that 
wat-upperccifcd. -.* j/>- 

So Apoloni«8 cfcaped Domitian*g flight ; aid ^ Gigci 
became invifible by his magical ring. John of Sarifberrie 
te.lU Uf of a Witch, that could make any thing not to be 
fc^n: and Mejerus rcktei another that had the like 
P9wer. Some Italian Witches of greater than ordinary 
wit,, confcffed^to Grilandus, the devil opening doori and 
windows for them, though the more ignorant, by a 
facinatipn, thlnkthemfelTes adors of this. ' Whence it 
ought not to he doubted by any rcafonable man, what in 
all tl^mes. and. places is fo inconteftible faft. 

Ifinally, the panncls could not infill, that thefc con- 
fcflVnts are to depone only on their imagination, which 
cajp prove, » no more againft themfclvcs or otkers than a 
drjram. 

For ftill it 18 t« be minded, that there are other proofs 
to which this is only necefiary as a confonant admimick. 
But farther, Jrg. cau/a. his anfwercd, that the allegi- 
ance is a jniftake ; feciBg they are ^lain matters of faft 
obyjo^s not oply to one, but feveral of their fenfes, viz. 
fome of them ^ent ,the greateft part of the way to thefc 
meetings on foot; they there faw^ and touched their 
confederates; they heard their combinations to deftroy, 
and torture the infants, girl, and minifters: they returned 
on, foot again, and even., when they were carried fore 
or bfick, th<?y knew on the next day that it was no dream, 
the fame way as all .other jBorta!s difcqvcr the difference. 
But moreover, this is adminiciilate by* fome real effedls of 
a perfoqal^prefencc, as you .have feen in the probation: 
an^ yet it is fuitber cleared by' the journal of Bargarran*g 
daughteir's fufferings; which was attefted before the 
former commiffiontrs,^ and is notour in the country, par- 
ticjjlar'y, the glafs of fack and orange pill, the pieces 
of the cioiitcd fleeves, the words exprcffed by the keeper 
pn the fuddeo murder of the child i which arc ^oaAantlj 
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t»Td hj fome of the confefTantf ; aa alfo tKe hoiife bein|r 
meally that night ; the girl, though hoodwinked, hrr 
falling in fiti at thffr approach, &c. and others which 
ftiall be pointed at to the aflize, conjoined together, can 
.be afcribcd to' ho' other caufethaiTtfie real exigence of 
the Witchei pcrfo'ng in the pfacc ;' uhTefslt'bc^raTtf, iKat 
Satan might poffibly have foifted and' rubbrhed all'thefc, 
and thence it be concluded that thedeVil did a^ually To, 
in .^which cafe .the objctlora are theperfons that bottom 
their opinion pn imagination, without any pbiitive ground 
of the reality of what they fancy ; yea, againU pofitivc 
grounda of belief in the contrary, which arguing from 
poffibility to exiftancc, is already fufficlently exploded/ 

Whereas for fuftainln^ the oHjcdlion, it is likcwiie al- 
Icdgjcd,- that the confeffants haying been in the deviPs 
ferrice, and renounced Chrift, they arc not capable of 
•the religion of an oath. 

ifli. In the rules of charity, &c. the confcflants, 
though once- Witches, yet now they, at Icaft tlie niajority 
of them, haye ceafed to be I'uch, having had the u(e of 
means by the minifters and word^ ancl adually declared 
their repentance, and the devil ccafing to mole ft them ; 
ptrticularly Ellxabeth Anderfon was only carried alongft 
Wolcntly by her father, and ftood out to the laft agalnff 
her renouncing of her baptifm, or confenting to thefc 
crimes which were contrived in their meetings. Janet 
and Margaret Rodgcrs do tcllify a great remorfe, and 
avowed the fame laft Sabbath, In the face of the congrc* 
gatioB. So thofe three are lufficlent, whatfoeyer it mighf 
he faid. again II the other two, efpecially if we join the 
improbability either of ha^^arding their' own. lives, or the 
dcvirs fending thcna out againil the pannelff, of their 
deftroying their oWn relations, as was remarked before;. 

But, idly. Whether they remain Witches ox not, k 
is certain, by reafon and experience, that the dcvirs pc- 
euliar rnflucnce cejrfeth in aqd about judgement : by the 
common courfe of providence ; and therefore the authow 
before cited admit Witches whether pcnitent^or not. 
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^dlfy All the de feds of their habilitj 18 (uppliedy ind 
the entirencfs thereof compleated, by their tcftimoBiet 
beiD^ fo wonderful adminiculate ; particularlr tl^c,cop^f- 
- AnUs' af fc cdiiftatitfYrbW tfi'<f flra Sfcivcry V>Worm^^^^^ 
'Irafiouli dricutaftanc^f/idt ohif With^'ihcmfelrciv but'vmh 
th^ girl: they idMar^ nothing 6dt «^i£ is p^rbbabie, moll 
of the^a\incls hare been reputed Witches, all of them 
hatirtg' the* nrtirlt ; atid btt'e or ' othef'^of tii^ih, jjto' whom 
' the "affbclkte* delighted In liifchf^f,^' nircr naTffed* tia join) 
hating kid pattkulai" irritation to take VcVenge by^tlic 
torrtu)^ and dcathi libelled i befdes' the <StKer^ adminicles 
of. gmit already jrovcii before j/bO. ' f h^ cbnfefllin6*'wcrc 
threatened t6 retraft by the painels themfekes apd their 
'frrcnds'; bcfidfes the bad liftge from bthers'inthVbountrT^ 
They coiicui* \^ith the nialefici;at's teftimduyi arid ^iiaonjra 
themfclvtfsr everi iiirben inte'i^f^^itte iinfgly' j^ 'arid upbn'ncw 
things, as fcTcral of your nunpbd" have tried the cxpcn- 
ment : the reiteration of the afts which ihey tleclare ancnt 
fome perfons whbtai thfey hever faw ex<^ipi in thefc con- 
greflcs ; yet whom they know nbw on the firft light, is 
tmaccountaHe if they wcfte falfarics. AM that \hVf iU 
not fuch, is further abftruft^d by f6mc of 'the pannels 
being delated by a cbrffeffing Witch in arihd 1 687. -^ And 
yooinow that others delated by thefc cdAfcffanti Vefc 
lately brought ifl guilty by the vcrdtfH of afbrnifeir ih^ueft, 
&c. which are fo many joint prbbfs of theleWitnefies id- 
tegrity, and makes a chain of evideiictatid moral dembta- 
ftration, both againfl efror in thein{ielVes> and ddrifibi^fc 
relation to others, &c»- '- 

There were fome things objefted otit of the liw 6f 
Scotland^ of which I (hall give you fome' touch. 

Whereas it was alledged, that irretiti trimimhus' ' cafi-^ 
taUhuty and fo under the purfuers power, cailnbt be ad- 
mitted to be witneffcs; conform to a fUtute t^Rtglam 
Majeftatem. ' ' - - ' 

To this It was anfwered, that #e rieied not fay, thtt 
thcfe ftatutes have not the force of law, except in fo' fir 
as they are received by cuftom, unkft conform thereto^ 
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A Iiik eaaaot witneft agiinft a clerk, or e ^mitrm, tfcei^' 
N^jr^^c^d if^ inaJue,urei)f that which) taobiriousi vis/ tkalt 
th^fi^. ftat;i|tf8:^c only common' £idef in oi^inary crimtffi*'^ 
fuQJ^ a^ Vtcbcr^fty ^€.. ]Nanhiomnu regula fubhfartt^pcteflf^^ 
anH. panti^uliirly tbi# rule it..a€iually fb reftridted i« the* A 
caie^9f |rjt;cl^;r4ft,..K3t, jtb« opinion iof law|roriaadcnftoma':<^ 
belprc-n^pnUoned*. whichiarc the beft interpreters of ^lawij •' 
for^if ,^hit appljcat^ioi} (hould iholdi, focw.- cthnmut «ouldi'^ 
neTer^be.ad|nitte4; b^t^ wjb polititrely deiliyv thattbribst 
co£ifcffan|8 are under, \Qur rpower or. influence^ tcfeeid|r>iv 
Elifabeth Anderfon.i^ not. guilty, of > witeh0raftr''ibr isny ^i 
thii^^^that.clpea Jippear;. thc^X•indfayaiwereneTer indvded 
forft,^ ,and,.tbe di?tt.w?».defcrtcd ap^aindf the Rodgert | -: 
as j\x% ^kolf ^qnxnuffipu.ii, to pxpirc agaiaftothefirft^of ^^ 
June, betwixt and which time, they are to proceed no' (^ 
fur||i,cr tbi^^ tl^is^ partioularf trial«^ S« thajblhit.objodioft 
▼anjihei.tpvfropte. . , ,,i^,-i) •, .r. ;, \ w * j n in^ ;»: 

Whereas ^ 4^ pre|eodedr*that the Rodgen cannot the ^ 
recfiT|d,^b^pAnfc. npt^tgiv^n /)Ut in the liftof^witreeffef^^i 
conform' to the regulation, wbercbjF. the panaeisinoighl} ■* 
hai^c, pf^y^en.^lvcir pbjfi^ionsjhy their eaiculpation^ -in i 

I^, w;ag. Jipfwcrpdj ift^ T|iis<ol>jedioBf ought toibe*rr 
repejfc(j, bec^ufe,, bc(ide8,Abat,thf aAfpeakk^y of cm^«:: 
mi^al libels, ,, mid ;|9t ifldi$mcptS»Mwbi<ah7witfctherlift of !:.• 
the^ wvtn^jre§ msiy.J)e^giYep ;»Jari (barter aiwethan-thi nf 
additional lif^ ^a| bee9..gi^CP |0 the panaels^ beiagpiiibaii ^t 
era ;^thJ8 aA^il, i(UQrpvet,ed^bf the coaunon cuAom ofithc^ - 
julUce^ j^o(|rt{i^p(.gjTi9g ^^AtiionaL lifta after the fkft,' 'i 
upon (hotter tii?jc; tbai| thi^,)!iaswbccn,given4 at is paru. 1 
ticularjy atticjSf 4. by . ]^^^ Outberic, . macer, who bar ^ » 
givjenjthcm^ ^n^ wjip. being a peffonia office, his tefti^ ^ 
mony is to be credited iij wfeit rejj^tes jto. hill office ; fot: 
that the 0I4 cufllopi cpBfirjnc;4i)y a decifion^ Aug aft 3d 
X 66V, where Aic:»?m4<;v F9.r:reft,er.jwaS' citedi:^i/ aaS^ r 
agaiivK a.Witcht,^ ^pntijiuev quoft4^X.h\f> point* #is is related r.: 
by lM*K(fnzie. page 529. fiut, adly, Any objedion 
that the pannels pretend againft thefe witnefTes, is in 
J9rif or may iii^^Dily appear. 3dlyi The cafe is alto- 
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ge^hcr cxtw^riJinaryi and jdrcumftamttate ; ft>r^thc 'wft^ ■ 
ncpic4;h2kj(|^ nol CMifctffcd ; . »nd lfo^ ^YPe -nOt'^kiftciiS' 

out^;, )^».hrrrhy,;thc.*^.t)f;pstriiatniciit ca«! c»rly^%fr-iAiHtV- ^ 
ftoftdj qIi v^ ttncffcr that ^fcrcrc then-cxrilcBU "' Att^ fiifelly^- 
tli<i.p4niKlf.^cJl ft ^nrral ?*arraat of e3R^i]l{5tfti?Mvfef ^Hrh^" 
of ^iifjf^itn/cflcrrth.e^.-plcafed, : and).iti«^y' hrfi^1iii(f ^V^erff 
dayi fiDCC they j^ot this additional lirt^^^i)^ fh#t^thitfj** 
ml^Htr have /sifccd ^itiidflVi f<i prcaresttleiti dt^cH<ofii, 
werejt mot^j t+ic: truth a they htffc^Jii^lie bcfiufcif^tKHfc " 
that arc ci>miw>nvianci;bcfotre)anft«ffttl. t '^ - 'J'^^- -^ 

I'hui. L hav; giyon/%you hinw^thaetrry^wr dwii^reaTdd- 
ing.(^bk'h t -know :to bcJvc>iit»cd) mlJ^'Jrtlpr^irVc ankT 
app^i:((ia«it«>.diifulyc thrxjuibblei-W'hiiib 'tl^lc pe*<y writi, " 
ivKp have I not /f mil cipough 'of ^hcmfcl^'ts^ t& pcvkmii 
intik .'thc-tcuo JIghtf of whati isv^ci^fnki'lRfi-'rtia^^ flifc ' 
againft'it ; it being their common talent -ehli^r% lk{j>' 
o v^ithc f«rfecc A/fl miuCBv on oiher*?ift- to *€ear • afuh^cf 
fofK^captpurtOBaacrfi of aiiciiom^, 'and tii^tir p¥cftAtly pHi- 
nouPcCiiiii;moTtaHy nhacmwd; >v7 luu?^ n* • )t .r.* r 

1 muft conft/ii^ thati!Otie*rcJu1dbe'61drcfi.ct>tfearii»^^ 
th«>|riitii uf £uiih:odii tkil^gft)4iit 1 HftVe heard 'rboi^ ^rquti 
fitixc foB coiivafiii]g.t he reality* at>d'Vltp4icat-ii)ri*df rhcnhf; 
thittt i.wBS. brtore >my.atteiiidafft^#6'^ri iJft¥g^ra«^r hoiife^- 
and thc.CryaraCtinaanotcoum «li^ my conrerfa'ifoB Vi^lr 
fc;nr.ft:oft tbof«{ caJ»ccTrtedUh¥^rtritirnf; ^-But it6w^'"iPter ' 
albl3Ra)vri£c>nv Jxaiai>cdr* *hd'*)e«»d; t dHi^knbwK^dg<f' 
inyictf ;^cntirr-ly Tcapiat«diby the^ if>i6iat^8 Vf harut^ 
ft a wding t a r . d coBrrnrsn - tettf^,^ 4 n tb ^ a fii\ii*d in m d'¥iiB^ per- ' 
fuafion. that,.aa ihvrflU^fuc*»»a ^>iYi4* a's witiclrcra'fl,' To it 
^a« eminent, in. ivsirforeme^jtioncTi-^fFcdl ? ^nd thrfeVcn "^ 
paahels were fome»X)^.tht;J!W keheS. -i* >•- " ' •-*' 

1 have trujjhlrid .yoWliftlf'^WflH i!>y propeV" bB(rf% afioTirf" ^ 
yctvlctt y©ii.{ht>uld tinwk Dhc Wh*r Icky Uzfin prhyi(h^^t ' 
ihal] make one, and it is, that 1 do not think the greater 
part oi the condemned prifonert will ever fully conicfi ; 
of which conjecture 1 have two chief grounds, ?iz, 
that they arjc neither ignorant nor meian(;)iolic ^ but 
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•f«n tlie contrary^ fomc of them would teem to have beci 
once enlightened before they fell away, fo that, if this be 
a^fin unto death, there is no appearance that they will 
gjonfy God by acknowledge me nt 

Several of them are of hngular knowledge, and acute* 
aefs beyond the common level of their ilation : particu- 
larly, Margaret Lang did make harangues in her own 
defence, which neither divine nor lawyer could reafon- 
ably mend : yet I thought that when thty fpoke in a 
platter of any concern, their eyet flood fquint and fixed» 
as if they had been turning their ears and attentive to a 
dictator. Their anfwers to the the trying interrogatories 
put to th^m, were furprifmgly fubtile and .cautious ; 
though indeed, by the induftry of fome of the judges and 
lawyers, they were at oecafions involved in lies, prevari- 
cations, and contradidlions ; which might have proceeded 
either frqm natural or preternatural caufes. Some of 
them were efteemed in the country very fagacious and 
^a^ in their bufinefs ; Margaret Lang having been a 
midwife, and one of the Lindfays having. acquired a con- 
(iderable fortune by his tillage and trade ; yet it was 
noticed, fomething odd either of iniquity or affedlation ; 
and Lindfay did finely get off from the fheriff when he 
yMi formerly accufed in 1687. 

Melancholiaiis are lovers of folitude; Witches of fo- 
ciety and feafts ; thofe are commonly pale and heavy ; 
many of the fe corpulent and voluptuous. Witches are 
hard to confefs as knowing their guilt; melancholians 
delight to diCcover their horridcft damps, becaufe they 
think them no crime; the one's confeffions everywhere 
are uniform ; the other's phantafms are as various as their 
humours* pinally. Witches teach their trade; whereas 
conceits would die with them, and could be no more con- 
veyed than the humour which is the fpecificcaufe thereof. 
Ab thcfe diftinguifliing charaders do hold in general ; fo 
it is already manifeli, that the real cffedls in feveral paf- 
fages of Bargarran's daughter, were not poffibly pro- 
ducible by any imagination or humour ; and it Is fpecial 
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iff this cafe, thtt neither the pannels nor confeflants } 
^iftempercd b]r hieing kept from (letfp, torttftvcf, or thi* 
like, which were too ufual in former times ; but all the 
meafuret were ftri^Iy obfenred, that are the requifites of 
ja- truly impartial judgement* 
• Indeed not to haTe fent unto you the doublet of the 
depofittons themfelres ; becaufe it it not denied that the 
depofitiont are fuch at thej «re reprefented in the plead* 
ingt; the chief queftion being anent the habilitj of the 
iaft deponentt. Neither wat you to exped the defender's 
part of the debate, fcparately by itfclf, in refpc^ that 
what was difperfed here and there for them, is faithfully 
repeated and implied in what you have, as to thofe points 
n^hich I thought worthy the notice. 
- Upon the whole, I do believe, that there is fcarcely a 
a more rare providence of this nature in any true biftoty ;' 
a more exa£^ caution in any enquiry or trial of this kind ; 
a more clear probation, without confeffion of the pannels 
themfelves^, or a mote jufl fentence« putting together dl' 
circumftanccs upon record. 

APPENDIX No. C. 

^n account of the Confeffion and Death of John Reidj 
Smith in Jnchinnan, who made a drfcovtryconfonm 
to the former witnefles after the trial was over. 

Upon the 2 1 ft of May 1697, after the trial of the 
fevcn Witches, there is an alteration fubfcribed by Mr. 
Patrick Simpfon, minifterat Renfrew, Walter Scott, bailie 
there, &c. of this import, J(fhn Reid, fmith in Inchinnanj 
prisoner, did in prefencc of the faid perfons and foitie 
others, declare, that about a year ago the devil ( whom 
he knew t<> be fuch thereafter) appeared to him when he 
was travelling in the night-time, but fpoke none to htm 
at the firft encounter. At thefcoond appearance he gave 
him a bite or nip in his loin, which he found painful for 
« fortnight. That the thiid time be appeared to :him at 
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4 blaclc miln, Ac. de(lr<d him to engage lb hit fenri^ 
upon afTurance of getting gear and eomfort in the world ; 
iince he fhould not want any thing that he would afk is 
the devil's name : and then he renounced hit baptirm9 
putting the one hand to the crown of hit head, and the 
other to the fole of hit loot, thereby giving himfelf up to 
Satan's fervice, after which the pain of the bite or nipr 

. ceafed. He told that hitherto there were no othert pre- 
sent ; but thereafter he was at federal meetings, particu- 
larfy that in Bargarran't yard, about the* time when there 
was a fail for Chriftian Shaw ; where the devil appeared 
in the fame kind of garb as be Brft appeared to him, and they 
confulted Chriftian's death, either by worrying or drown* 
ing her in the well $ and the devU faid, he (hould warrant 

,^hem, that they (hould neither be heard, feen, nor coo- 
fefs ; to which end he gave every one of them a bit of 

,4c(hx that the declarant got, but let it faU and did noft 

.eat it. Thereafter in the prefcnce of the laird of Joi'datt* 
hilK-^ the miniflcr, Mf. Andrew Cocht-an, town-clerk, an4 
bailie Patcrfon, he owned his former confcflions : ani 
being enquired of Jordanhill how they were advcrtifcd of 
their meetings, he faid that ordinarily at their meetings 
tlie time of the next was appointed ; but for particular 

.>^rning there appeared a black dog with a chain about 

.his neck, who tinkling it, they were to follow> &c. 
And being enquired by the minifter, if he did now wholly 
renounce the devil (for he had formerly told how Satan 

•had not performed his promifej and give himfelf to Jcfut 
Chrift, and defire to find mercy of God through him : 
he affented thereunto. It is to be obferved that John 
lleid, after his confe0ion, had called out of the prifo^ 
window* deiiring bailie Scott to keep that old body Ang^gj^ 
Forrefler, w*ho had been his fellow prifoner, clofe and 
lecure ; whereupon the company aiked John, when they 
were leaving him» on Friday's night the lift of Maj^ 
whether he defired company, or would be afraid alo^e,. hf 
faid he had no fear of any thing. Sp being lef^ till Satui^ 
day's forcaeoD, be was found in this pofturei vis, ^tia|jr 
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upon a ftool, which was on the hearth' of tlie chimney, 
u^ith his feet on the floor and hit body flraight upward, 
his Hioulders touching the lintel of the chimney, but his 
neck tied with his own neckcloth (whereof the knot was 
behind) to a fmall (lick thruft into a clift above thclinul 
of the chimney ; upon which the company, efpecially 
* John Campbell, a furgeon, who was called, though at 
firft in relpedl of his being in an ordihary pofture of fit- 
ting, and the neckcloth not having any run loup, bat 
an ordinary knot, which was not very ftrait, and the ftidc 
not having the flrength to bear the weight of his body 
or the {lrug;;'le, that he had not been quite dead ; but 
finding it othcrwife, and that he was in fuch a fitualion, 
that he could not have been the aftor thereof himfelf, 
concluded that fome extraordinary caufc had done it, 
efpecially, con (idering that the door of the room was 
fecured, and that there was a board fet over the window, 
which was not there the night before when they left hinU' 

APPENDIX No. D. 

I am much obliged to John Stewart, near Neilfton, for 
favouring me with the curious old manufcript volume, 
frOm which the following Sermon isextra^ed. I undcr- 
ftand that this curious old manufcript volume came into 
Mr. Stewart's poflcffion from his forcfatheis'. Vhis book 
was originally the property of A. Mathie, who probably 
was a Student in the Univerfity of Glafgow between the 
years 1707 and j 709, for thefe dates aievsritten on it. 

In this Sermon, befidcs fuch ancient orthography, as, 
ane for an and dnCf doe for doy hes for has^ hteft for 
highefly &c. a great number of contradlions alfo occur, at 
7. X for J'fus Chrtfty qch. and wc, for which, qm, 
tor whonif qn» for *whfn, qo, for whoy qr for ivhere^ 
«c^ for wihy yt, for the^ ym, for theniy yn. for then 
and thany yr. for ihe'tr and thret ys. for tbiif y^c. for 
tiefi, and yt^ for that* 
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A SERMON, 

Preached by Mr. David Bi^wn*, at Paifley, on We^afed 
day the 9th of June 169^7 years, being the day 
before the ezecottoa of fevetal perfdni condemned 
for witchcraft. 

, I. Timothy, i. Chap. 16; v. HowheU^ for this caufe' 
y obtained mncfi thai in me jirji J ejus Chrift mi^bt fhe*tv 
fyrth all long fufferlngt for a pattern to them that Jbould 
i:reafter bel'uve in him to life everiajling. 

J>1 AN by nature, (ince the fall, is a guilty creature, and 
being guilty it ready to' be jealous of God, as if all his 
dcfigns were defigns of wrath agdinft him ; yea, oftentimes 
fo fufpicioui is man of Gody that he is jealous of the 
hardiicfs of his dcfign in that which is one of the greated: 
inftances of his love in the world, and that is in fending 
liis 5on Jefus Chrift into the world to faye finners. To 
obviate this, the Apolile tells us, John iii. 17. God /ent 
not his Son to condemn the worlds but that the tcorld 
might be faved through him. Even Luther himfelf, as is 
reported of himi was fo fufpicious of God this way» 
miftaking that place bf Scripture, Rom. iii. 25, 26. 
IVhom God hath fet fortb to be a propitiation^ arid through 
faith in bis blood to declare his righteoufnefs^ he under flood 
it as if the words,- to declare his righteoufne/s, had beei^ 
that God fent forth his Son to the world, to fct forth his 
judgements upon the world. I fay, fometimes man comet 
fo great a length in this, that he thinks it impoffible God 
ean find in his heart to forgive, and therefore the Apoitle 
fliews, in oppolition to this, that Chdft had put him in 
tbe mintdry, in the 1 2th verfe, and that notwithftanding 
of the bad life he had lived before his converfion, in the 
tjth Tcrfe, and that the grace 0/ our Lord was exceed* 

• U II probable that thii Minifter wat the David Br6wn who was 
Mmifier of Keilfton between 1689 *"^ i693> «"<! ^a> after* 
War4t tranflated to another Parilh, and who waf xn elder brother 
•f Thomu £rowo, Mr. ^hckwell'i collcitfde at Piuiley. 

^3 
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ing alundantf in the 14th Tcrfc, which was the matter 
of his joy and rejoicing, 15th verfe. And here he givci 
account why God was pleafed to call and juftify htnr}» and 
that isy that he might fet him forth as an inltance of the 
glory of God, and be an encouragement to others, who 
were great finncri, to believe in Chrill to life everlafting. 

In the words ye have two things condderable. (i) 
The great mercy conferred upon this Apoftle Paul, in 
this exorcffion, Hoivhett, J obtained merey ; and no doubt 
he fptaks here of pardoning mercy ; for mercy fuppofei 
mifcry on the finncr's part, and free favour on God's part, 
and here it fuppofcs fenfe of the one and the other too in 
Paul's cafe. 

\z.y Ye have the reafon of this dlfpenfation of mercy 
in thefc words, that in me Jirjl Jefus Chrtft mfght Jbe*w 
forth all long ■ fuffer ing ^ for a pattern to them that /hould 
hereafter beHtve on him to life everlnflmg ; in whTch yc 
have three things. Firfl, the author of this pardoning 
mercy, Jefus Chfifl. Second, the end for which he qb- 
taincd mercy, and that is, that In me he might fhew forth 
hll long fvjfering for a pattern . 1 h i rd , t h e e n d To r w h om , 
and that is, far a pattern to them that fhould hereafter 
believe on him to tife everl fling, 

I return to the firfl of thefe. The author of thia par- 
doning mercy Jefus Chti/l. Ve know Jefus Chrill is not 
only the meriiorious caufe of pardoning mercy. Hut th^ 
author, alfo of eternal falvation to as many as beh'ere oa 
him. '^ John xvii 2. that he fhould ^give ever L fling tifef, 
by his death, to as manv (is thou has given him : fo that* 
he hath promifcd everlafting life by his death ; yet he 
hath alfo power to give v'vcrlaliing life, and to forgive 

fin. / " ; 

Again, fecondly, ye have the end for which he ob- 
tained mercy"; that in me frfl he m'ght fhav forth all 
long fuffe ring far _ a ^pattern, where ye have three things. 
I. 1 hat he might fhew forth all long fnffcring. 2. That 
he might fhew it forth for a pattern. 3. That he might 
.fiiew it forth in me firiL Firll, That he might foew fortfc 
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all long fuffiring, ye have three thingf i. That he might 
fhcw forth, that is, that he might make manifcft. Ther^ 
|re fomc fovereign fteps of his grace and mercy hid, and 
out of the common obfervation of men, and therefore he 
fays that he might fhcw forth all long- fuffering, 2. That 
he might fhew forth long- f offering, that Is, that he might 
fliewr forth patience to me that had finned fo, long 3* 
That he might fhew forth all longfuffcring, that is, that 
he might (h:w forth patience to me, in a great and emi- 
nent degree ; a patience becoming, and Ifk^ unto God.^ 

3. Ye have in this part of the verfe, ** That he might 
fhew it farth for a pattern," that Is. for a copy, that 
others might take me for an example of God's patience> 
that they might take me for a copy to encourage thcni 
that will believe on Chrill to life everlaAing 

Again, that in me firft, that it, in me the chief of 
fmners, as in the 13th verfe, or me, that is among the 
firll rank offinners; or, in me fird, that is, that havinj| 
put me into the minlflry, he might make of me a fpecial 
Juftance of grace, who was a grofs fiuner ; therefore he 
pitched on luch an one a& me to fend among the Gentiles 
who were giofs Tinners. 

Again, ye have the end for whom the Apoftle war 
made an in (lance of grace, and that is, Jor them that 
Jhouid hereafter ie/hve on Chnji to life everlajling ; where 
ye have fomething implied, and fomcthing cxpreffed. 
That which is implied is in thefc two things. i. That 
there arc fome who fliall believe, that do not yet believe 
on Chrill Jcrfus. 2* That everlading life h attainable by 
them that bcirevc on him. That which is expreffed is, 
that the reafon of making him an inftance of grace, was 
to he a'pattern for the encouragement of great iiancrs tor 
ticlleve on Chrift Jefus to life everl'afting. , 

The obfervation 1 make on the vpic^ That God ig 
pTeafed to %\vit fome rare inftances of ills mercy, for the, 
encouragement of the" worft of finners to believe on Chrift 
Jefus to obtain life everlafting. This ye fee exhaufl^ the 
fubitancc of this verfe, that the Lord is pleafcd to give 
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fijmc rare infttnceg of his gnce and fuperabundjinf 
incrcy for the encouragement of the word of finnert to 
tellevc in Chri^l Jefui to obtain life CTerlafting. Iq 
clearing of this doArine, I vrould, i. Give you fonie 
inftances of the gieat riches pf his grace. 2. What i^ay( 
thefe inftances of grace may have inflitencc upon the 
•^rcateft of finners to believe on Jefus Chrift to life ever* 
Ming 3 I Virould (hew you why God is pleafed to 
iivc fuch inftance« of grace for the encouragcnaent of the 
greateft of Tinners to believe on Jefus Chrift to life cycr* 
lafting. 4. 1 would ftiew you what it is to believe ©a 
Chrift Jefus which thefe inftances of grace calls finners 
to do in order 10 obtain life cverlafting. y. What cvcr^ 
lafting life is, which is the confequent of believing <m 
Jefus Chrift. 

Now, for the fir ft of thefe, To fticw ypu fomc in- 
fiances of the gfeat riches of his grace, 1 ftiall begia. 
with the fame Ajioflle, and lead you ta one place whett 
he gives a full account of himfclf, Afts xxvi. 10, li. 
in which ye have fcvcn or eight fad aggravations of hit 
own cafe. There he tells you, that he gave his voice 
againft them that were put to death ; that he compelled^ 
the faints to blafphemc ; that he perfccuted them to 
fliange cities ; and that he had authority from the high- 
pricft agliinft them ; and that he perfecuted them in ap 
conftant track, and yet he obtained mercy, becaufe he 
did it ignoiaraly ; but all that this will fay, is, that 
therefore hU fiu was pardonable, becaufe he had not fin* 
ncd wilfully againft the knowledge of the trutU ; but' 
certainly this made him a great inftance of the grace 
©f God, that yet he obtained mercy. 

2. Another inftance you have in Afts xix. 18, 19; 
Ye fee there that many of them that believed came and- 
confcflcd their detds, and many of thefe were fuch at 
ufed curious arts, dtvllifti magical arts) and yet the gnct 
of God brake in upon thtm. There i« a great inftance q( 
the grace of God, 
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$. Another inftance you have Luke tjI. 57. whcri 

you fee a woman who was a fmner comes to Chrilt. Now 

a /inner in the New Teilament fenfe is a grievous finner, 

1 vile ftrumpet and whore, and yet Chrifl himfclf tells us, 

her Jins which are many are forgiven her, fiecaufe (he 

loved much, the I>ord forgare h^rr. 4. Ye have the 

inftance of Manafleh, which is very fultable to the cafe 

of thefc I am now fpeaking to* 2. Chron. xxxili. 2. 

Where ye find he did evil in the fight of the LorcJ, like 

the abominations of the. heathen, whonrj- the Lord caft 

out before the children of Ifracl. Ye v\ 111 find fie built 

high places, made groves, and fct up altars in the houfe 

of the Lord, and caufcd his children. to p;ifs through the 

fire to Moloch, and ufcfi inchafitments, and confulted 

with them that had familiar fpirits, aad yet behold an 

inftance of the fovereign grace of God, that he that 

made ifrael to (in above the abomination of the heathen,, 

that he greatly humbled himfelf, and tlje Lord pardoned 

him, and was intreated of him. Here Is a great inftance 

of the grace of God, which is a great encouragement 

for all. fuch finners to clofe with Chrift in order to life 

everlafting. 1 might give you more inllanccs, as the 

inftance of the prodigal, and thefe, i Corinth, vi. iq.._ 

where the Apoftle, fpeaking of thefe that ftiall not inherit 

the kingdom of God, Idolaters, Fornicators, Adulterer8> 

Drunkards, &c. fays he, and fuch wete fome of you, but 

ye are wafhed, but ye are fandlfied, but ye are juftified 

in the name of the- Lord jefus. One inftance more, A£ls 

ii. 36, 37. the Apoftie Peter fays. He whom ye crucified 

is both Lord and Chrtft ; as if he had faid, ye are the 

folks that have crucified the Son of God, and yet there 

came a work of grace on their hearts, that made them cry 

out. Men and brethren^ what Jhall we do to be famed / 

If ever Chrift would have ftood upon it aad not forghei!, 

• U is evident from this, and other p'accs of this Sermon, that the 
fcven pcrfon« coiulemntd for witcLeraft, were prcfcut dvrunf 
Mr. B:jMa*i diicourfi;. 
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it w6uld haTC been fuch at were guilty of fuchan atrociouf 
crime, and yet behold the riches of the grace of God, la 
that they obtained mercy ; certainly this is a great inflanee 
tiow, 1 tell you, the Lord hath fet up fuch inftances, for 
the encouragement of the word of fiunett to believe otf 
Chrift to life evcrlaftlng. ^ 

In the fccond place, 1 come to (hew you, what way 
thefc inftances of grace ought to have influence upon great 
finners to encourage- them to believfe on Chrift to life 
crerltifting. 

And, firft, from thefc inftances ye may draw this con- 
clufion, that fure it is not from any inherent worth that 
God pardons, which may have influence on you to believe* 
If It had been inirinfic worth, would he ever have for- 
given them thst crucified him ? would he ever have for- 
given Paul or Manaffeh ? what excellency or worth was 
111 them ? (hould we not therefore reafon tKus' with our« 
fclves, ** Thou that forgives, becaufe t|iou will forgive^ 
wilt ihoo ROt have pity upon urV^ 

Kecond, ye may from thcfe inftances draw this con- 
clufion, that he hath no reafon out of himfelf to forgive, 
and this is a great foundation to clofe with Chrift ; there 
Js no worth in us, therefore all the goodncfs muft be ia 
liimfclf. He hath mercy, becaufe he will have mercy ; 
he flieweth compafilon, becaufe he will (hew compafiion, 
and if it had not becrt fomething in his own bofom, none 
had ever obtained mercy. 

A third conclufion is, that fure there is not ground tO 
think, that God cannot find in his heart to forgive. 
For Chrift fays. Mat. xii. 31. All manner of Jtn and 
fla/pBemy Jbdil be forgiven to you. No fm is unpardonable 
except the fm again ft the Holy Ghoft. 1 cannot deter- 
fnine whether any of you be guilty of the fin againft the 
Jtloly Ghoft, but except it be that, all nianner of fm 
hiay be forgiven, and this may have iafluence on ut 
to make us hafte into Jefus Chrift. 

A fourth conclufion is, that the Lord here a6l§ ^ 
Oodf he afts like himfelf When ye read fuck in ftsincfi 
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^f grace as 1 have been naming to you, you may^draw 
thif concluiion, that he adia like himfelf, I(aiah xliii. 24*^ 
Thou Aq/i bought me no fweet eane with monef, neither. 
,hq/i ibou JUled me vtlih the fat of thy facriJUet^ but Jthou 
bajl made me to ferve Vfitb tbj^ Jim ; thou bqfi tveariiJ. 
me wit b thine iniquities • I am be that bhtietb aut thy- 
tranfgte/Jions for mine own fake^ and wilt not remember, 
thy fn. I am, fays he, like myfelf ; I am he, and as he 
fays clfewhere, befide me there is none. So much for 
the fecond thing. 

In the third place, I (hall (hew you why jthe I^rd 
is pleafed to give fuch inftances of grace, for the 
cncouragemeat of the greateft of finners to believe in 
Chrift to life evcrlafting. And the firft reafon is, becauf<^ 
great finncrs^have oftentimes a lecret defpair, and Satan 
is ready to fugged that prayers, exhortations, and meana^ 
are ncedlefa, and that now their cafe is pad cure and 
remedy, and^this is ready to occaiion either defperation. 
or obdiuration, that they think God cannot fidd in hia 
heart tp forgive then). 

• Second, bccaufe though there be not a fecret defpair, 
yet at leatt there is fome extraordinary jealoufy, and kind 
•f fufpicion, and likenijig God to themfelves, thinkings * 
they could never forgive others, if others had done to 
them, what they have done to God, and that therefore 
God will not forgive them. But let fiich <:onfider, 
John vi. 37. He that cometb to me I will in nowifi 
cajl out : and this is very fignificant with refpcd^ to the 
doubt of poor finners, and the doubt lies here, if I would 
come he would ftiui the door upon me. No, fays he, hinj 
that cometh 1 will in nowife caft out; that is, 1 will 
receive him, I will open the door and Jet him in and 
make him ^srcflcome. 

Third, the Lord gives fuch inftanccs of his grace 
for the encouragement of gjneat finners to believe on Chrilt 
to life evcrlafting, becaufe that oftentimes when fenfe of 
fin, and fear of wrath lights upon the confcience, and 
when there is a fight of the holinefs and juRicc of Godf 
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tkcy.are f xtraoi dininly damped, and thU doth fo fciaj! 
\i]pon them that it rtnc^crt them incapable for any duty, 
and therefore the Lord has fet out fuch inftancei of his 
grace, and the Apofllc Paul fays ex pre fsly, God hath fet' 
nie up as a pattern to them that fhould hereafter believe - 
on Chrlft to life cverlafting. God has fet mc up as a 
ihoniimcnt of grace, that to whomfoever the foiind of 
this gofpcl comes^ after me neVer one needs to difpair, 
for God h*th fhevi'ed mercy to me, and has fet me up 
as a beacon of mercy, that never one needs queftioa 
God's good will to pardon them after myfclf. 

In the -fourth place, 4 come to {hew you what this, 
believing in Chrill is, which thefe inftances of grace do 
encourage great fmners to, and there are four things in' 
this believing, i. Knowledge. 2. Aflent to the truth' 
ofthegofpeL 3. Confent to take Chrift Jefus, And,' 
^. Recumbency and refting upon him. 

I. i fay knowledge. And though knowledge be true, 
yet it may be without faith, but there can be no faith 
without knowledge, and fomctimes faith 1$ expreffed by 
knowledge. . John xvii. 3. // is life eternal to hnoku 
thee^ the only true God and J ejus Chrjfl nvhom thou haft 
fent. This believing fuppofes ^he -knowledge of a manV 

felf, the knowledge of his fin, the knowledge of J cfus 
Chrift in his natures and offices. Take heed to this, for 
I tell you what it fuppofcth, that ye may not think it 
the eafieft thing in the world to believe. For the Apofllc 
tells us that no ^efs is requifite to it, than the mighty 
powei that raifed Chrift from the dead. The finner mufl 
know the abominablenefs of his own heart, -know his 
loft ftatc and condition, know how matters ftand be- 
twixt God and him, he muft know thefe peculiar evils 
to which he is fubjedl, he muft know Chrift Jefus in his 
fulnefs, in his willingnefs to fave finners, he muft knov 
him in what he hath done for finners, he muft know 
him in his excellency, in his anfwerablenefs to him and 
all the wants he can be try lied with. 

II. Again, in this faith there is an affent to the truths 
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DC art ancnt where there i» not grace T^e devils^ it isTa^ 
hlteve and trtmhle^ and this is a great evidence of many 
f)lk's ftupUity thr^, that they have left faith than the 
devils themfelvcs have ; bnt there* tnuft be an affcnt to the 
tmths of the gbfpcl, bccaufe of the authority of God in. 
lerpofed l^'hus a man muft believe the Bible and the 
records God hath given of his Son, and that thefe things 
that hs prcffci arc abfolutcly ncccflary In pdint of obc- 
dience. i 

III. Again, there isa confent, and this i« the heart of 
this faith. 'A man muft be content to take Jcfus Chrift, 
Ifaiah xliv. 5. Cne Jhall fay^ / am the Lord's^ and another 

Jhall fuhfcrtbe wlh hit hand to the /^r /, and furname him- 
felf ty the' name of IfraeL And ia that conlent, .there it 
this, to take him for our portion, that we fhall not place 
our happlnefs in the world, that Chrift (hall get our 
heart's, that we flialt take bis law for our rule, and 
confcn^ to the'ilrlAntfs of holihefs, and that he. (hall rule 
our life and converlation. Jn a word, to take Chrift for 
all, and to take all Cbrift, and to take him for ever ; and 
to make ati cverlafting covenant with" him never to be for^ 
gotten; this is, indeed, the oattire of faith, and ye that 
havcgiven your content to be the devil**, muft be no more 
his, but confent to be Chrift's. . ' 

IV. In this believing, there is ajfo a recumbency and 
rcfting lipon hini : the man, when he hatli declared hi^ 
confcnt to take Chrift, when he haib confidered the pfferi 
of the gofpel, he is content with the whole device^ aii^ 
refts there, a.nd there he cails all his burden ; now he aii- 
fwers all his challenges in Jtfus Chrift, now he,fliei 
from bis own righteoiifnefs, and refts in the rightcouTneli 
of Chrift by faith, he reriounceth his own righteoiifnefs, 
and thtrefuie the pfalmift fays, Enter not imp jud^rnent 
nvith thv Jervant, {0^ iti thy jftghi no firfii tan ie' ju//f^e3^ 
1 hus, 1 have told you what this believing takes i>, ihf 
conleqMcnt of which is life eyerlalting. \ might pOHfihf| 
il a«'oppofcd to eternal death, and as it Inclu^:* the }uV^ 
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eft happinefsy tnd the eternity of it. E verla Ring- life jtji 
freedom from the wrath to come. Ye will never be able to 
dwell with everlafting fire and devouring burnings* and 
feeing ye may have Chrift and his fulnrfs, will ye, to pleafe 
the dtTil, forego your inheritance. What wiHyou be able 
to fav, when you are brought before the tribunal, ere the 
reneral judgment come, 4f you refufe to take Chrift f^r 
your pattern, and believe on him to life everlatling 

But I come to one ufe^of this doctrine, (f it be fo, thakt 
the Lord hath been plcafed to give fuch inftances of 
grace, for the encouragement of the worft of doners tp 
dofe with Chiift, in order to life everlafling, then you 
may fee that inftances of grace are not given you to cr* 
«ouragc you in (in, it is, that it may be a pattern to them 
that believe. The reafon is not, that ye ftiould continue 
kard and fecurci and delay your conftjGon, but that yoa 
may believe; for I aifure you, the riches of the grace oi 
God has no tendency at all to make folk fecure, if you 
eoniider thefe three things: i. That it is the fwetteft 
jpord in the world to draw folk from fin. Some have fuch 
undaunted fpirits, that nothing but the greateft revela* 
tion of wrath can have influence upon them ; but, if there 
be any tiue generofjty in a foul, there is no greater en« 
irouragcmcnt to clofe with Chrift than the riches of hj« 
grace and mercy, a. If any thing be ab!e to break a 
ro^ky heart, it is the riches of his grace, and when J 
come to.tell you before you go to eternity, of the riciicsoir 
iiis grace, will ye remain fo hard that your. hearts cannot be 
Ircken fo far as to come to Jefus Chrift for life tverlafting. 
3. If ye confider, that we offer Chrift and falvation upDn 
honourable ter^s. Chrift is as a noble prii:ce, that fuch 
as are content 'to fuljcct themfelves to him, he is willing 
Co fave fhem. The hou of the tribe of Judah is willing to 
imake peace, but be will make peace upcvn honourably 
terms You niuft fbrfake fin and Satan, and have no cor« 
refpoadence with them, and we can offer you Chrift up« 
00 no other terms than thefe, that you lay dowo tM 
itteaLf^uM q£ rebdium againft Jefui Chrift indeed. 
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> v^ 
^ A {otonA ute of this do Anne. Is it to indeed, thatr 
the Lord hath been pleafed to gi^e fucH inftaQcet of kis 
grace for encouragement of the word of finners to beh'cvc 
•D Chrlft to life everlafting, then how fad muft their cafe 
be that cannot be brought to Chrifty and I am come to 
tell you this day* that the offers of the grace of God will 
be amongfl the heavieft of their aggravations at that day. 
1 (hall firft let you fee what great iTnners you are, that 
you may fee your need of dofmg with Chrifl to obtain 
fife everlafting s. Let you. fee your dangerous condt* 
(ion» if you belieye not on Chrid to life everlafting. 

And, firft, to let you fee fomethmg of the greatnefs of 
your fin. And now contidert am fpeaking to you that ara 
l^der' the ftotence of death for the fia of witchcraft, 
and' not in fufpence, as ifyou^were not guilty ; for (ince 
J^e are found guilty by found evidence, vr,c do not qucirion 
It, to let you fee then the great evil of witchcraft, that 
jrc may fee the great need ye have to believe or clofe with 
Chrili to life ever lading ?. It is the highed aft of re- 
Bdilon agaihd the God of heaven and earth, you have 
drawn up with God's greated enemy', who is ihc head' of 
the rebellion of the whole w6r1d, and therefore flailed re* 
hellion. HM'ioH it as the fin of witchcraft. Bcfides, it 
is a great apodacy from Go*^* Ye were given away to God 
in baptifm^ and poffibly fome of you ba^ given away 
yourfelves to him, and now you declare you rue it, and 
^1 the det:d of gift in baptifm, you declare you rue it % 
and befides^ ybur fin hath in it an eminent trampling un* 
der.foot the blood of Chrid^ and if he that Jinned under 
Mofis* idw died without mercy ^ of how much for er punifh^ 
9kent mufi he hi wbrthy^ that hath trampled under foot the 
Hood of the covenant. You have finned under the gofpel 
niany* a day, you have fitten in the houfe of God and 
put on a niaik of religion, and have been deep diflemblera 
with God and man And is not this an eminently griev« 
^us trampling under*foot the blood of the covenant. A- 
gain, in your fin, there is a renouncing of Chrid:, heaven, 
Wl glory** Aad you have declared by yoor practice an^ 
ft » 
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Rcpmg*«6ttpih5f^^^^^^ tlie devil; and tcfn^ hU (Snntitv 
diat jo\i cafe not for Chrift, heayen or glory. There it 
^Our fin ! find hare ye not need to clofc with Chnft in or- 
der to life cvcrlafting Again, you have waged war 
againft Chrift, againft the faints, and agalnil the worlds 
ahd dated yourfelvet enemies to Chrift, heaven> and tha 
i^orld; for where you had accefs* you have wrought mif 
chief upon children, minifters and others *, fo that yc 
stiay be looked upon as enemies to the whole creation|| 
except the devil, with whom ye have aflbciated yourfelves^ 
and now, by your obftinacy, you declare you are content 
to dwell with the devil, and with everlafting burnings; and 
fince jrou are in the devil's iervice, what can ye txpect but 
the devil's reward, as long as your hearts are bardenei 
from God'ft fear. 

Second, 1 come to let you fee your dingef. Will it not 
Ife fi^d,tKat ybuf heart flibuld be hardened now^ ^hen ye 
are come to your cxireniity, and when it niight be ex<^ 
p'e£ied that mcfTengers of* grace (hould be acceptable to 
ybu. We* are come to ybu, when ye are within a feir 
Ifours pf etcrhity, to irt treat ybu, before ye pferiflifor everi 
to embrace the offers of Chrifl. I^or, fir ft, ye go aback 
ff oth the remedy', if ye ctofe not with Chriftl" Again, yon 
lay" a^ foundatioYi for a gr^at many phitfeuges througli* 
c\trnfty, if^ yb' clofe not with Chrlft ; for though' now' 
.<f6n'^cienc^ be fecufe, yet it will rife' like a roaring liour 
at the' laft, and thb'iigh' mini fteii would weep over you^ 
as if \vc u'erc ftcking from ybu fome gr^at thing for 
ourfclvesi yet' ye will fta'nd it out. What will con- 
fciencc fay, when the divil'will be at the gallows fYootJ 
ready to harle you down to hell ? and no fooncr' in bell, 
bat confcience will fayj when God ftnt his'ihinifters to 
yoir, ye believed the devil, and would not yidd to Jefus 
Chrift, andVhat will ye fay to confcience then ? whev^ 
confcience will fa y^, Now this is yOur lodging for ever; 
now eternity ! etei'nity ! what will yt dor through ettr* 

. •^VitJc Narrative, ConfefTibni, &c. 
f This fhcwf that tkt witcKct Wjcic ^fi^barged,and then l^mcd* 
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rffty? ye are layThg a foundation of cliancn^ei throngk 
eternity. Another thing that makei your cafe danger* 
Ouj4, ye declare you will not be in Chrift'i rcTcrcnc^ for* 
•lercy. I will tell how fo, if you will be in hit reverence, 
v/hj will ye not confefs your fin, and renounce the deed of 
gift to the devil ? ye declared your denial in the face of 
courts, and frequently finec ye have done O how dread* 
fbl will your condition be if you die ini fuch a cafe! 

I gome to the third ufe of this doftrine. If it be fo 
that the Lord is pleafed to give fuch rare in (lances of his 
grace ; then, the exhortation runs, that ye should come 
this day and embrace Jefu^ Chritt. As long as ye arc 
impenitent, I can but threaten heavy judgements to you; 
but if you will confefsand repent, and come untbChriil, 
1' come to you with the bell news ever were heard. The 
Apollle Paul, I Tim. i. 15, was much taken with tht-fe 
news, T'ifU h a faithful favtng^ and worthy of all acceptation'^ 
fays he, that Jffus Chrlfl came tu favejinners. This fhould 
fee the bed news to you. The offer of Chrill is come to 
iron this day before the execution. And I will tell you 
two or three things, to confirm you^ that there is mere/, 
for you if ye improve it aright'. 

Firil, God hath proclaimed hfs name to be ^tti^rcifal 
and gracious, if you will come to Chrift, ye will find 
that he is rnefciful. Again,' Chrill was called a friend of 
publicans and fin n^ers, 'when he was in the world, becaufe 
he (hewed mercy to all, and never put away any that 
came to hini, and though *he be now in heaven, yet he 
retains his bovvels of mercy ftill Agaiti, his name is 
Saviour t and he left his Fathet*s glory, and came to thfc 
world in the likencfs of liAful defh, to favc fmners. Suft 
then, if he had done great things, he will not refufe any 
thing to thof • that come to him. Again, to let you fee 
lie is merciful, he commands his difciplcs to preach remif- 
fionof fins in his name, beginning at Jerufalem the very 
phcc where he was crucified ; and further; the laft words 
Ke faid, are. He that believeth (hall be faved ; fo that ye 
*fiie»; there is mercy for you, if ye belief e to life everlaftin^. 
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'I wotjid fpeA to two thin^here. i-^ OSctT^^P Ibmc 
motives to dofc withChrift, a. Give jrbu fomc dircc* 
tions. And, I. For the motives to clofe witk ^hriftl 
There are two notioiM of faith fuitable to ybnr cafe, the 
firft it a flving to the city of refuge ; and there are two 
things fuitable for you. i- You are guilty of U )od, yon 
have murdered your own' fouls and others, therefore rutf 
to the city of refuge. 2. You have little time, your time 
if nigh a clofe, your glafs is nigh run, therefore make 
hafte URto Jefus Chrift, it is a pity you ihould put it off 
to the laft. if ye had confeffed in time, ye might Have 
had the prayers of many of the godly II. Another no- 
tion of faith fuitable to you, is coming to the market of 
grace and buying. Ho ! every one that thirfietb^ come ye t9 
ibe waters and buy. Now this is fuitable to you, for it is fai4 
biiy without money, but ye have fpent your money for 
that which is not bread, Ifaiah Iv a. Wherefore do yefpeni 
fnonei for that which is not breadi and your labour for that 
which fixlisjieth not. What fruit have ye now of thofe 
things whereof ye may be afhamed. How aged are fome 
cf you, and now what comfort have ye in the meeting* 
ye had with Satan, or in your cprrcfpondings and acting* 
with him. When ye go to eternity, you will fay, alas* what 
fatisfadiion have 1 now in Satan's fervice * Another part 
of this notion is coming, and that fuppofeth a term from 
which, and a term to which ye come : away then with hxk 
and Satan» and come to Chrift, and remember him. 

' A fecond thin^ is, to (hew you the necfffity ye have 
c^f clofing with V hrift. It is moft ncctflary for you to em- 
brace the Son of God, or ye are undone* It is mofl 
jD^eifary /or you, for ye will never be able to endure 
the wrath of God. iVho can dweli with devouring Jire^ 
O firs f can ye hold out againfl the Ahnighty ? Are ye 
fefolved to fight it with the Lord? Can ye be able to 
encounter with the wrath of God, and enter into the fea 
«if wrath ? Can ye endure the wrath of God world with* 
ouliend ? O ! tberefore^conoe and clofe with Chrift. Ob* 
j^<.tli«-f nitidciifc^f <}o4 that has brought to joigr 
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hj^ndadifcoTery of your cafe, and in telling yoa ye are AitW 
{aare of the deril, and that hath trytied you yrlth a difr 
covery of the remed?, and now ye are inexcufable* and if 
ye pcnfti, yc pcflfli juftly. J come nOwr to the dire6lioni^ 
afid intreat you to look upon them at the lail dfreciionii 
ye will hare in public in tKis world for any thilag v€ 
know. . ^ . 

What would ye have us to Mo ? ,1 fay that' ye ought 
to confeff your fin, A&s xtx. id Majiy of them that had 
l^red niagtcaf arts came and eonfeifcd their detds It i« 
impoflible ye cin give a convincing evidence of your re* 
p«ntance if ye do not conftfs. , But fay ye, what nee4 
we confefs our deeds to men, if we rept nt between Qoi 
and us ? What needs us trouble the world with confeffionf 
ive will but lofe our' name, and put a ilain upon our poHf 
lerity and friends 1^**^^ *"^**^^''> when folk have ftum* 
bled the church of God they have coafeflcd their deeds 5 
tvQn David himfclf confcfl^^d his 008. Again, it is aQ 
the folly in the world not to confefs your deeds, becauf^ 
they will be brought out before angels and men and evea 
in point of policy ye ought to confefs your deeds, for yjp 
are captives in fatan's fnare, and yc have loft your wills* 
Ye (hould confefs* theiefore, that God's people may 
pray for you If ye would be out of the clasvs of ^the 
devil, it will take all the prayers you can get. 

The fecond diredion is, to be deeply humbled for 
your fin. Yc remember what isfaid of N^anaffeh, a Chron, 
xxxiii. chap. Manaflch humbled himfclf greatly. An4 
though your heart wc»'e like to break, and.your forroi^ 
like to bring you to the grave ,^ it.werc Jittfc W'^'i^deV'i 
great fin niuft have great hdmil'ation ; andfiifc if ever 
God grant you repentance unto Hfe, aiid (hew you iner« 
cy, there muftbedeep humiliation with you. 

The third direction ij», you muft have more thai| 
ordinary prayer, yc muft have more frequent and fervent 
prayer, ye mull be more importunate with God, and if 
ycafk, what (hould we pray for? I anfwer, a difcovery 
tfii ihe fiafulac£i af ihii fia of witchcraft. For if fcUw I|4 
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U would be in hazard to diflraA yoU. Pray for brot(fn* 
aefs of heart* and that thefe hard and rocky hearts of 
yours may br made hearts oCflffh. Pray for pardon of. 
fin Bdjpd Is the man that hath his iniquities pardoned an J 
htsjtns forgiven* . Wo to you ! if ye get not your fin 
pardoned. Pray for a (ight of your loft eftat«, that ye 
may fee vpurfelvet under the fcntence of the wrath of 
Cad, at well as under the fentence of men. Pray for ^ 
d^fcorery of fefus Chrift in his fiilnefs, in his luitable- 
Defs to you, in bis offices, and in his glory ; that ye may* 
think (hame tkat ever you thought fo little of him. Pra/ 
that ye m^ay not' go to the grave with a lie in your right 
hand. Be importunate then (ince \our werk is fo great^ 
the time fo (hortt and eternity fo long ; be not afleep or 
linconcerned, for if ye would put off never fo confident* 
lyt you will have the colour of hl^U upon you in that daj^ 
ivhen ye appear before the tribunal of Chrift. 

The fourth dire6lion is ttils, renounce your deed of 
gift to the devil, and if ye would fatisfy the people of 
God) give a declaration that you are grieved for giving 
jourfelf to fatan, and give away yourfelf to the Son of 
God from head to foot. 1 fiir is certa nly moft foil able fol^ 
you. 

But further, another direction is, that though yc d4 
renounce your deed of gift to the devil, and gWt: yourfclf 
to Chrift, yet do not give yourfelf to him only in a formal 
manner, faying, I give myfcif to Jefus Chrift, but try the 
fincerity of youi hearts in It, and confider ye muft havfe 
indignation at yourlelf for your dri as l6n^ as ye live ; z 
Cor. ii. II. Lett fatanjhttuld ^tt an advantage cf u^ : fortue 
mi e not Ignorant of his devices. There will be fuch indig* 
nation in your bofom, if ye be finc.re, tha^ ye will be iii 
danger to take amends of yourlelves. Ve will wonder th^ 
ye are not fent down to the pit ere now. There will bt 
»n uncouth fi ■^ht between hope and fear in your bof oms. 
One word further, and that is, delay no longer. Ye have 

tut it off before, and fince the fentence ; ye have beeii 
i««h d««Ut with, aad aow it Qomc« within a day of you# 
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f^copiiijr into eternity, and we arc corae to yon tlie itf- 
before your death, intreating yo'i to put it off no lon^^f*, 
be fcrious! God \ui\\ cxcrcifed a j^reat deal of lonj^ 
fufferin;f toward*! you, and ye have ha'deoed your hcartif'l 
and now we are come to you in your adverfitv at laft, to! 
dciire yiu to take jefus Chnft, and now we take God t^^' 
VjCcord that we have ofiFered to you )efus Chrift, and if y.t\ 
will npt take him, we are free of your blood, and Jefu$^ 
Chrtd is free of your blood, and if ye (hould endure ,%*^ 
tlfoufand kelU, ye yourfelves are only to be bUfted ioT 
l^e flirting the great falvation. 

... ■ i 



APPENDIX No: ]^ ' 

TOke parfages which fell oiit before, and at, t^e ekeciitio^ 
of the feven perfon8,who were condemned and burned, 
for Witchcraft, on the Callowgreen of Paiflcy. 
Firft printed at Edinburgh, in the year 169$* 

. There (hall be little added anent what paft at the eze«, 
Cii^tion of the feven witchei, (on Thurfday the loth of 
Jijne' 16^7*,) becaufe theric is no fubfcrtbed atteftatiom*^ 
thereanent : and the defign of the publifhert has been to 
ai^vance nothing but what (lands warranted by tedim'mtet^, 
t>T kbowii credit beyond contradt^on. Yet this much >•; 
notour; that when they were going to the (lake, one or 
the Lindfays was overheard to fay to the other, * Now, 
brother, it is time that we confefs, fince our keeping ie' 
up wiU^ ferve us no purpofe,' or the like'expreflim^ to 
vlliich the other aofwered, that they (hould never do thatii 
t^c. And Margaret Lang, before and about executi9ni; 
let drop at 'minutes of tac devil's inadvertence, That^ 

\*' V-^- $tmp\t% Hlttory of RcnCi'eWlliIire,' and Ml?. xixitlK^ 
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* #lieii tTiederilfirft appeared, ffickncw bim noVto.be fucS 
till afterwards ; that he gave her the infenfible marki 
found on her body : iShe yielded to engage herftlf in hit 
fenrice by a covenJ»iit ; and befides public metftinga, (hJ 
had been above eighty timet i i private conferences witlr 
him. Being enquired by a near relation of her own/ 
•nent her being in Bargarran's houfe, tormenting ChriP 
tian Shaw, (he anfwcred in thefc words, * The devil having^ 
liti abfoHlte pbiver and dominion over me, carried my 
. Iliape whither he wbuld t' and it ia known how (he con* 
fefled unnatural luft, and profou^ii hypocrify; &c tJ^ougV 

.truly it did appear from ht*r concurring mien and circum- 
^ftances, that,4hcfc things tell frqm' her at feafous, whea 
natural ingenuity, and the vigour of truth, got the ftart 
of Sataa's manacles. So Agnes Naefmith, $c. fre* 
quently told the tpmifter, that their heart and tongue 
v^ere bound u^ in fbch a manner, that they could not ea« 
prefs what they would; and fometimes it appirared by 
ocular infpedtion of their vilages, that convulfive dampr 
iid feize their heads upon getting out the iflfitial worda of 
any fuch attempt. , 

There are two remarkable^ intlances inT the' c^fe of 
Katharine Campbell, who wa? c^ief inilrument and authpr 
^^"the girl's trouble, v x an eminfcnfmiaitle)' difcbiit-fing 
before femoas wttneffes to Kathariae, and enquiring if 
fte did not diflindly remember the godly counfela and 
gracious admonitions, which Chriftian Shaw, while in a 
fit mentioned in the Narrative, pages 70, 71, 72. gave 
her a certain timie, arfd inibncingfome particulars thereof/ 
Her anfwtr was v^tth heavy groans, Yes^ I remtirben 
But being urged wherefore flie would notconfefs the reft 
as well as that palFage ; and finding heri'clf to be gravel* 
led, (he began to retra^' and feemed damped, not being' 
able to extricate herlelf^ anfwer^d Irefore-mentioned. 
This occurred while (he was in prifon, before the trial ; 
and after it, (he, in prefeov^ of leverai witnefles, did get 
out thefe words. That the doom pronounced on her wat. 
Juilf and that (be «ould act free berfelf of whitchcrafi*' 
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jButQpofl fuc!i attfmptilh<? fell down dead (Irapgcly dif« 
tended and thai fix en frven timet fucccifivcly, with i 
fiiddenrifft) that w^s both furpr fing and conyincir^g ta 
the fpectators : at which occaiion it was obfcnred, that 
immediately before her falling into thefe fits* and vipooi 
}ier tflayjng to (peak, when there wj:re charges laid hom« 
on her natural confciencc, her siquth feemed to contrad ( 
^nd (he uttertd heavy mQau8 ; .whereupon did follow her 
fronvulAont, but ater rjjifig out of them, (he turned X9 
|)e obiiinate and inflexible : and whenever there wa8 ^nf 
appearance of her being more pliapt, the forcfaid fits did 
overtake her. 

There is one jfehi'ng further, which does abftruft the 
Credibility of what,thi;(e confe(rants averred, viz. That 
there are fome others, both men and women in the coun* 
try, w^o have confe(rcd and told the fame things .before 
|ome of the heft gentry and others, whofe care could 
J>roceed no .further for want of authority, which in due 
jtime will, no doubt, not fuffer thefe .witches to live« 
whom divine and h.umaK laws have fo juilly ordajned to 
he cut off. U herefore, tjlLthe event of a further dit 
fovery, there. (hall only be added fome paffliges which 
.were pmitted in the Narrative, though they be attcfttd 
by fome ^f. the fame perfons :tf»at were witntfTes to the 
pther matters meationcd. therein^ 

Particularly,. the girl declares, thit m one pf her con* 
•Aids with the devil, l;.e told her how a ceitain mintfter 
;(for whom (he had a special refpe6^) did compile his (er* 
ftions through. the week, what books he chiefly made ufe 
/>f, and fevcral other^matters a.nenl his method of ftudjf 
ia his cloftt, t|iat po mortal could know ,l>y ordinary 
means : By which, no doubt, Satan did partly de(igii 
(though by a very fal.fe argument J to raife the efleem of 
books above fermons colleSed out of them ; concealing in' 
t^;e mean time, both the gift of improving helps, ar>d the 
blefling ptomifed to the hearer of the word preached* 
When the lady Bargarran received the two pieces of red 
dolb the j^irl Lad toro from one of the witches flecvcsi ai 
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tt^l^ifi nzTT^teii ; . (he locked up the fame ati^ kept the 
ktj noiwithftanding of which caution, fomc friends 
having come to vifit the girl, and being drfirous to (<rt 
tic forcfaid piectt of cloth, (b> being m one of her fittf 
laughed, ard told, that her mother needed not to feek for 
them in tl»e place where they were locked up ; the witchet 
laving tiikrn them away, and laid thrm in a corner oFthe 
cellar ; and accordingly bcng fcarched for, they wcfc 
lound in the particular place coi^defcended on 1 l^etc 
yas another like paflage wbich occurred to a friend, whd 
came in with Bargarran ifor foliciting a comniifCbn from 
the council : for be having brought alongff with him thcle 
p ecea of cloth, and buttoned his pocket on thtm ait nigfat# 
Br»f\ put it in f?cwrity at he thought ; behold they arc »• 
lYiiffitig in the morning ? but after fea*ch» are fotind in a 
good diilaiicc frcm the pocket, thoigh none viiible hid 
reen In the room to open it and carry them off Finally^ 
this girl did in difcOurfe, difcoVer a g^^^t fagacity, yet 
ac(ompanied with cxttaordinary modtfly ; and amon^ b* 
tbc^ inllances, (he did obftivc tbr doors and windows 
epen and (hut again, upon the witches entry thcicat. 
Ubere wasst no timefuch a number of thtm about her 
is the room might not very well contain, with the vifible 
■^crfons that wcfe prtfent therein, bhe obfcrved them ta 
ftiifl theii* place l^iih great agihty, when any other came 
into it, or attacked upon her pointing to thtm An'd 
'Ihe often averred lh*m the inftance of the fplrit that fpcke 
^o her above her head, told their names, and gave her 
other incans of difcovering of them, &c, 1 hat >atan 
rfoes often contrive thtir ruin, by the moil urdiscemabla 
methods he lah, becaufe an opra deed would fear othcii 
touudmakewithfofaithlefsamader, &c« ' 

APPENDIX No- F. 

Hu^o Arnot Efqi Advocate, author of a CoUeAion and 
.Afeiidgement of Celebrated Cnminal Iria's iii bcotlard, 
f^om A* jD. 1536 to 17841 calls llic title of this trial ia 
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1^7, Iinpoftor of Bargtrran *• As he. takes the op- 
pofite fide of the fubje^, I think Jt fair to gife it a place 
here. ■ 

He. fays, **An impoftqrvappeared, in the ^hara^ler of,a 
perfon tornieiited by . witches, ChriilianShawy daughter of 
Joha Shaw of Bargarran, a gentleman of fome note in the 
eounty of Renfrew. She is fatd tohaye been but elereji 
years of age : andalthough.it Is probable, that hyfterical 
^eftioqs may in part have occa/ioned b^r rhapfodies .to 
proceed froQ) real Hlufion, as well as accounted for the 
jcontortions which agitated her body ; yet (he . feems to 
have difplayed an artifice above her years, an addrefs 
fuperior to her Situation, and to have betn aided by 
accomplices, which dulnefs of apprehension, or violence 
of prejudice, forbade the bye-ftanders to difcovcr. 

^'Thjs actrefs was abundantfy pert and lively ; and her 
ehallcnging one of the houfe-maids for drinking, perhaps 
for ftcaling, a little milk, which drew on her an angry 
.retort, was the fimple prelude to a complicated and won- 
derful fcene of artifice, and delufion, of fanaticifm and 
barbarity. 

*• In the month of Auguft i6^6-[ within a few days 
after her quarrel with the houfe-maid, the girl w^as 
fcized wi^h hyft<"cal convnlfions, which in repeated fits 
difplayed that variety of fymptoms which charadlcrlfe 
this capricious diC^afic. To thefe, other appearances 
were fpeedily added, which could only be attributed to 
fupernatural influcupei or to fraud and impofition. She 
put out of her mouth ^uanjiti^s of egg-fticlls, or orange- 

**i I think It IS proper to apprife the reader from what f»urces 
Mr Amot got^his infoxmatiofi concerning Chcifti^aShaw. This I 
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piU, feathers of wild, and bones of tame fowl, hair of la^ 
rious colours, hot coal-cinders, ftrawi crooked pint, &.c.\ 
** Having by thefe fenfible objects ioaprefled the public 
with the moft complete and fearful convt^ion of her be- 
ing grieroufly vexed with a devil ^, (he found herfelf 
capable to command the implicit aiTent of the fpe^^atort 
in matters that were repugnant to tke evidence of their 
own fenfes. For this purpofe, (he fell upon the device 
of feeming to pofFcfs the faculties of Oeeing and . hearing, 
in a manner oppofite to thajt of the red^f mankind. She 
would addrefs fome invi£ble beings a£ vf actually pref^i^t; 
at other times, in hrr conyerfations with thofe invifible 
beings, (he would rail at them lor telling h^r that per« 
fons adually prefent were in the room ;.pra^cfting that 
(he did not fee them, yet at the fan;^e time, miixutely dc- 
fcribing their drcfs. For inftance, (he fpoke as follow^a 
to the chief ot her alledged tormentors, Katharine Camp* 
bell, with whom (he had the quarrel, and uho* to ufe 
the language of thofe times, was not difcernib|y prefent x 
< Thou fitted with a (tick in thy hand, to put into mj 
mouth, but through God's fti^ength, thou (halt not get 
. leave. Thqu art permitted to tormcr;it me, but I truft in 
God thou (halt never get my life J. I'U let thee fee, 
Kattie, there is no repentance in hell. O what ailed thee 
to be a witch ! Thou fayctft it is.but three nights (ince 
^ thou waft a witch. O, if thou wouldeft tepent, it may 
be God might give thee repentance, if thou would'ft 
feek it, and confefs ; if th^>M would dcfire me, 1 would 
do what 1 could ; for the devil is an ill mafter to ferve," 
&c. &c- H* After that, (ht took up her Bible, read paC- 
fages« and expounded them ; and, upon one's offering to 
take it from her, (he (hriekrd horribly, exclaiming, • She 
would keep her Bible in fpite of all the devils in hell * !' 
Then (htjovghu and kicked, and writhed herfelf, as if 
Aruggltng with fome invilible tormentor. V/Jien tl^ 

t Pagrct 67. 68 &c. i Mat. xt. »i. 

( Pa-csyoand 71, . | Page ^6. • Pages 7a, 7a, 
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fiierifF depute of the county, accompanied by a macer of 
jufticiary, came to apprehend fomc of the perfons whom 
her diahoh'cal malice had accufed, and were actually in 
her prefence, (he addrcfled an imaginary and inrifible cor« 
rcfpondent thus, « Is the (hcrilF come ? It he near me ?* 
( Then ftretching forth her hand, as if to grope, and the 
'fheri£F putting his hand into hers, (he proceeded)^ I dan* 
not feel the (her iff. How can he be prefent here ? or 
how can I have him by the hand, as thou fajeft, feeing 
1 feel it not ? Thou fayeft he has brown coloured elothea, 
and red plu(h brecchei with black ftripes, flowered 
muflin cravat, and an embroidered fword belt. Thou 
fayeft there is an old gray haired man with him, having 
a ring upon his hand ; but I can neither fee nor feel any 
of them. What, are they cone to apprehend the gentle- 
woman ? It this their errand indeed ^?' 

<< Thefie reiterated and awful ex rcifes of the dominioa 
of Satan, (for Aich they were univerfally deemed,) im« 
preffed all ranks with amasement and terror. The clergy 
ta was their dutf, were the forerooft to embrace the caufe 
of a difciple that was engaged in more than fpiritual war* 
fare with the grand enemy. Clergymen, by rotation^ 
attended the afflided damfel, to affift the minifter of the 
parifli, the family of Bargarran, and other pious Chrif* 
tians, in the expiatory offices 6t falling and prayer. A 
public faft wat ordained by authority of the prcfbytery. 
.Three popular clergymen fuceeffively harangued the 
trembling audience ; and one of them chofc for hit theme 
this awful text, * Wo to the inhabitants of the earth and of 
the fea, for the devil is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, becaufe he knowetfa that he hath but a (horttime* 
And when the dragon faw that he was caft down unto 
the earth, he perfecuted the woman.' And the prayera 
and exhortations of the church were fpeedily feconded 
with the weight of the fecalar arm." 

• Paget 107 and xoS. 

R a 
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APPfeNlSiX No. 6. 

^iSttcii fey Dr. Vl>^alttr Youog, Minilfer o/Er&ine, i/L 

A. F. R. S. £diiiburgli, in 17921^ exttadcdirom 

his Statiftical Account of the Pari(h of Erflcine 

<* One of tbe laft triala for Witchcraft, which happen^ 

IB 8cothnd» had its origin in thikparini in 165^-7- The 

pcrfon fuppofed tb have been bewitched, or tormented hf 

the agency of ctiI fpiritlt, o^ of thoiW who were in c«iii« 

pad with them, wu Chriftian Shaw, dauj^hter of John 

ShMr of Bat'garrdn', then about 1 1 yeara of age A 

ihort account of this trid may be Ueu in AmOt'tf CoK 

ledion of Crimind Triab *• 

^* Thre^ nien and four women were condennfed to doitb, 
af guilty of the ciime df witchcraft, itnd were executed 
«t Paifl^y f '. A pbirticulaV accobnt or journid of the ex* 
tiraoi^inary circii^ftancei of thirca'fie irai&n^n op ^ die 
time whVn it happeifed : every parajfraph of whtch h a^f^ 
lirmed to haVe been' originkHy fiibftribed' by witneflcfp 
tmodg vfh'oih we find the namea of alnoff all the noble- 
men and gentlemen,* iikd many of the mi^ft^rs of tlie 
tteiffhbourhdod. Thd nafralfi^e vfni afteiSirardi prhited | 
#ith6ut thefe fiibfcriptionv, alonj^ with x rirj pioidi and 
decently written preface,^ by tSt pubhiher. Thtfre ^ere 
fubjoiied to h tkt atteftattiontof apliyficiavandfurg'toir, 
the judicial cdtLfetBm§ of fenre of the perfont accnfed ox 
witchcraft^ and an abfbfaft of tHe pleadrnga of die advo^ 
catet Off the part 6f th6 crow^*, and of dieir <£krgc to 
the jury. Thtfc feft, iir thiir rcafoh Jngi^ upb» the natuf c 
of the eVideirc^^ airfi the tredibility of tbe fedr, and 
mtheatfwfrt to objrdioili, difcoter itorh leari^injf aM 

^ A^Uhat Mr. Af liot fay t ab<mt this tri^ il printcxi hi «hifr volnrae. 

f They were firft haage^ for a few minutes, and then .cut down 
and put into a fire, prepared for tlieni, into whidi a barrel of tar 
^as put in order to confume them more quickly. 

I In the year 1698, by James WatTon Edinburgh, and entitled^ 
'• rtuc Narrative of the fufferin|€ and relief of a young girl." &c 
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«bilttj. A few eopiei of the original publication are ftiB 
cxtaoti and a new edition of it was, a few yean ngOf 
printed in Paifley^ it may fumiAi ample matter of 
ipeculation to thofe whofe objeA it it to trace the pro* 
grtis and rartation of manners and opinioni among men. 
The fubfeqiient hiftory of this lady is, howeycr, more in* 
terefling to the political inquirer. 

** Having acquired a remarkable dexterity in fpinning 
fine yam, (he conceived the idea of manufacturing it into 
thread* Her firft attempts in this way were neceflarily 
on a fmall fcale. She executed almoft every part of 'th« 
procefs with her own hands, and bleached her materials 
on a large date placed in one of the windows of the houfe* 
She fucceeded, however, fo well in thefe elfays. as to 
have fufficient encouragement to go on, and to take the 
ailiftance of her younger fillers and neighbours. The 
then Lady Blantyre carried a parcel of her thread to 
Bath, and difpofed of it advantageouily to fome manu- 
facturers of lace, and this was, probably, the iirft thread 
made in Scotland that had croffed the Tweed. About 
this time, aperfonwhowasconne^ed with the family, hap« 
pening to be in Holland* tound means to learn . the fccrcta 
of the thread manufadture, which was then carried on to 
great extent in that country, particularly the art of forting 
and numbering the threads of .different fizes, and pack- 
ing them up for fale, and the conftruckion and manage- 
ment of the twiding and twining machines. This knowledge 
he communicated on his return, to his friends in Bargarron, 
and by means of it, they were enabled to conduct their 
manufddure with more regularity and to a greater extent. 
The young women in the neighbourhood were taught to 
fpln 6ne yarn, twining mills were jerr6ie<*, correfpond^n* 
ctes were eft<iblifhed, and a profitable bufinefs was carried 
on. Bargarron thread became cxtenQvely known, and, 
being afcertained by a (lamp, bore a good price. From 
the indFuGtions of the family of Bargarron, a few families 
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ft the iiciglitourhood e^^ged ia tke t»mt ba^neft* mi 
coottntted itf it for i noiiibcr ef yeaft. It wat not to be 
expected^ bowercf » that a maiiufaftiire of that kisd could 

be confined to fo fmall a dittrifk, or would be allowed to 
remain in fo few hafidi for a great length of time. The 
fecrctt of the bufincft were gradually diToIged by ap- 

^'pretiticet and affiftahtt. A Mr. Pollock in PaiQey availed 
himfelf of theft comiiiunieatioflt, aiid laid the foundation 
of the well eftabltfhed maitufaf^ure of thread, whick haa 
ever fince been eatticd oh in that town From that time 
the women ib this tieighbourhood hare continued to 
pradiife the fpinning of fine yarO| which they difpo&d 

- of to the Paiflef manufafturers/' 

APPENDIX No. H, 

ChriAtaki Shaw was married Co a Mr. Miller, the panfli 
miilifter of KilflHau^t, about the year 1718. The follow* 
ing quotation from Mr. Alex. Millar's ftatiftjcal account 
of the Parifh of Kilmaurs fpeaks of Chriftiaa Shsw'a 
httfband. ** A difpofition to fecede from the eftablifted 
church bath long fiibfilled a^Ong the Inhabitants of 
t^ilmaurs : atid this difpofition was firft excited by the 
following cirtumftaiace. About the year 1713, Mr. Hugh 
Thomfon, then minifter 6f this pariih, demit ted, upon 
the txpe&ation of being called to Stewarten* but was 
fomehow difappointed i and either his pride would not 
permit him to fulicit a re-admiffion, or a majority of the 
people, dtfobliged with his giving them up, refufed it. 
He retired to a fmall property of his own in the pariflii 
and on Sabbaths preached fometimes at his own firc-fi^e^ 
and fometimes from a tent in the fields, to aa many of 
bis friends as would hear bias. Five or fix years elapfed 
before another mintfter was eleAed ; during which time 
Mr> lliomfon had frequent opportunities of rec^onciljag 
himfelf to many of his former congregation. After Mr. 
Miller was chofen and ordained, Mr. Thomfon ftill coa« 
1;inttcd to preach in his oifn barn, or in the fields, to ai 
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JmtAf u were wiOing to hear bim. Tttebftltacx, w&t^ 
alorajrs attends the multitude, difpofcd fone to go one 
waf and fomc another ; direded b^r humour, local cc^m 
.▼enience, or the influence of one i^on another, thej ^t« 
. tended fometimet Mr. Miller, at other timet Mr. Thpmibi|.* 
^ Chriftian ShawU hufband came to pay his friepds a yU 
fit at Bargarron, fomeume before the year 1725:, when 
he took badly and died there, and was buried in Eriktne 
. Church' He was uniTerfally lamented by his pariihionersy 
, great numbers of whom attended his funeral After l^it 
death Chriftian Shaw and her family came and relided iis 
&argarron. Mr. Semple in his Hiftory of Renfrew fsji^ 
«< About the year 1725, the making of white ftichipg 
thread was introduced into the weft country by Mrs. 
Millar of Bargarran, who, Tery much to hcrr own honoilfp 
imported a twiil or thread miln, and other secefT^ry uteo* 
£ls from Holland, and carried on a finidl manufafture ia 
her own family.'* The Editor faw on the loth May 
ifto9, a William Jamiefon, an old man, who told hina 
that he had wrought three years and a half, on the 
original thread milo at Bargarran* that he came to Bargar. 
ran in the year 1 743, and at that time none of the family 
of Bargarran was alire, but old Mrs hhaw, Jean Shaw, 
(the old fiiVer,) and Mr. Ferguflbn her huibftsd, w^o 
was fador to Lord Blantyrc* 
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Mr. Robert Wodrow, Miaifter at Eaftwood» iii ift 
Hiftory of the fufficrings of the Church of Scotland, 
from the reftoration to the Revolution, vol I. Appendix 
to Book ad. No. nth, in William Sutherland's Deda* 
ration and Examination, there is menjtion made of a per* 
(on bfiag executed for a Witch about the year i6$i, 
William Sutherland fays* «• i being come of poor parenU 
in 5trathnaTer, (the wjldeft part ot tjie north Highlands) 
who were not able to keep me, I was hired with a mafter 
who fent me to bring back a hprfe that Colonel Morgan'! 
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.firty hid taken (com him ; which party T foOowed tiO 
Ike enemy fell betwixt'me and home, and being afraid tb 

fo back, and having a defire to learn the Lowland TonguCt 
came alongft in a fad condition with the faid party» 
till I came to Spey-fide, where I herded cattle for a year 
in the parifh of Boharm, at a place called the New kirk; 
from thence I came to the parifh of Fyrie in Buchan» 
where I herded cattle for another year ; from that place 
' I came to the bridge of Stirling, where I followed the 
fame employment a third year, which was the year the 
king came home ; (1660) and from thence I came to 
Paiflcy, where, after herding cattle a fourth year, I fell 
in extreme want, and that by the reafon, the mafter 
whom 1 ferred being owing to one of the bailies, called 
^John Weres, the bailie ft izcd upon my mafler's Gooday 
fo that he ran away, and J loft my fee, and was engaged 
by the counfel of (ome honcft men, from that fcripture., 

V not a IVticb to livf^ to execute a Witch, and to 
cleanfe chimney-heads, whertby 1 gained fome what for 
Jiyelihood ; and having a miiid to learn to read, I bought 
a queftion book, but finding the people there to fear at 
jmy company, fo that none would g\yt me a Icflbn, I came 
from Paifley to IrTine, about five years fince," &c. that 
18 five years before 1666, which makes it to be- 1661 the 
time be was in Paifley. 

Mr, Burn, in the Chronological part of his EngHfk 
Didionary, under the article Paifley, fays, That five 
women were burned there for witchcraft, anno i66y.- 
I fi^ppofe this a miflake as I can find no hiflorical account 
lor this. Hugo Arnot Efq; fays, " For fome time after 
the reftoration, the records of Privy Council are in a 
manner engrofled with commiflions to take trial of witches. 
There is an inftance of the couhcil, at one federuht* 
granting fourteen feperate commifSons to take trial of 
witches. Records of Privy Council, November 7. 166/ ♦ 
January aj. 1662." 1 intend at fome future period to 
imttce this of Mr. Burn'si and whkt Mr. Semple fttyt 
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OpBcerninjj the burnm;^ of the Witcbci, 5n ttic Gklloif^ 
gretaoi Paiflej, m hit Hiftorj of Reafrcwftire. 

APPENDIX No K. 

HtTing (hewk how the laws and praftice of this cotmtpyv 
cont^ernirig witchcraft, ftood before A. D. 173.61 
it it certakily oeccfrary to let the Public fee wbH 
the law it^ at prefent on witchcritft* 

ANNO NONO. 

GEORGII IL Regt,. tfif. 

Cap. V. 

Att AA to repeal the ftatute mvie in the firft fetr of the 
Keign of King Jamcf the firft^ imttuled, jf^ /fS 
Mgatnjl C$nJMrdthH9 Wttcb^raftt »id dialing ninth 
Ml and 4B^ked Sfiriiif except fo much thereof a« 
^perif an A^ of the fifth jcAt of the Reign of Qocev 
Elifabtfth, jtjfasH/i CmjnraU&ntt InchantmBntt^ 4m4 
Unichtfaftif smd tnr Repeal a» Ad paffrd in che Par- 
KsCntent of %Seotkiild in the ninth ParHatacnt of Queea 
M^i'jr, tnti'tttled, AmmU WiuhcrafUi and for pw* 
JliAftng ftrch peffont a« pretend 10 exevcife or nfe 
in^ khifd of Witohonrft, Sorcery, fnolMnitmeBtr wt 
G»n]i^rttiotf. 

S^ it ^^^ii hf thttlj^U lioft EtcMetit Ma)eftjr» 
Sy and i*it^ the ad^iccf and cOhfettt of the LordV Sptti. 
iuaf a^d temporal, add CoMnkmt, in this prefett Pxrlia* 
^ent affiembled, tttd hj the anthority of the fimre, thxt 
the ftattute Wade In th^ tttH yea^ off the Reigt^ of Kim 
Umet the dt^p ktitixled, jfn AS agHnJl Ceiijnrafloi 
WUehcrdftp and dialing nviib eifil and v^ithd SjHM, 
flb(&i from the tvfcnty.fpfunb day of )uAe neit, M r^ 
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petted and utterly void and of none effcA (except fo 
tnuch thereof as repeals the tUtute made in the fifth year 
of the Reign of Quetn Elifabeth^ intituled, jf/i A& 
agtunjl Conjuratlonty Inchantmints^ and tVttchcrafts.) 

1 1. And be it further e naded by the authority forc- 
faidy that from and after the faid twenty-fourth day of 
June, the A A paffed in the Parliament of Scotland in 
the ninth Parliament of Queen Mary, intituled, Anentu 
IVitehcrafii^ (ll^ll be and is hereby repealed. 

Ill And be it further enaded, that from and after 
the faid tvirenty-fojarth day of June, no Profecution, Suit, 
or Proceeding* fliall be commenced 6r carried on a^ainft 
any perfon or perfons for Witchcraft, Sorcery, Inchant- 
ment, or Conjuration, or for charging another with any 
fuck offence, in any Court whatfoever in Great Brtttutu 

IV. And for the more. cflfedtual preventing and punifli- 
ing any pretences to fuch arts dr powers as are before- 
ttieritioBed, 'whereby' ignorant perfons are fre^uefit|)r de- 
luded and defrauded ; be it further enabled by the 
Authority aforefaid, that if aHy perfon (kail,- from and 
after the faid twenty-fourth day of June;^ pretend to 
exercife or ufe any kind of V/itchenrftr Sorcery, In. 
chantmcnt, or Conjuration, or undert'ike to*teil fortunes^ 
or pretend from his or her ikill or knowledge ia any 
:occult or crafty fcience to difcover where or in what 
Banner any &o6ds or Chattels, fuppofed to have bee« 
ilolen or loft, may be found \ every perfon fo offeDdingy 
-being thereof lawfully convif^ed on indidment or inform- 
ation in that part of Great Britain called Bniland^ or oa 
indidment or libel in that part of Great Britain called 
Scotland^ (hdl for every fuch offenee fuffier imprifoament 
by the fpace of one whole year without Bail or Maia- 

Erize, and onee in every quarter of the faid year, in 
>me market Town of the proper County, upon the 
market day, there ftand openly on the Pillory for tkc 
'(pace of one hour, and alfo /hidl (if the Court by which 
fuch judgement fliall be giren, fliall think fit) be obliged 
*to give Tttreticf for his or her good behanouri ia fuck 
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Iitni» and for fuch time, at the faid Court ft all Judge 
proper, according to the circumftancct of the offence* 
and in fuch cafe (hall be further imprUoned until fuch 
ikiretiea t>e giYen. 

APPE>JD1X No, L. 

Hugo Amot Efq: in his colle£^ion of celebrated Cri* 
minal Trials in Scotland, when fpe^king of the above 
A A, fays, •• Locke had written uppn goTcrnment, 
Tletclier had been a patriot ftatefman, Bolingbroke had 
beeo^ a mintfter in the auguftan age of Queen ^nne, ere 
t.hi» fyftern of legal murder and torture was aboliihed. 
Thi^ w^s an hoixour which the tardy hugiaiiity of their 
countrymen rcfervcd, almoft to the middle of the prelent 
ctentury*, for Mr.Xonduit, Alderman Heathcote, and 
Mr, CrpfFe. Thefe gentlemen brought a bill into the 
Houfc of Commons* which was paffed into a law, repeal- 
ing the former ftatutes againft witchcraft, Scots as well 
^s 'Cnglifh, and difcbarging profecutiont for that crime, 
9r Cor accufing others of that offence. On the ena6l- 
BQient of this datute vaniihed all thofe imaginary powers, 
fo abfurdly attributed to womea oppreifed with age and 
poverty. 

" While we refle<Sk upon the blind and barbarous fuper- 
fbition of our aoceftors, while we beftow the tribute of 
applaufe on thofe humane and liberal fenators who intro- 
duced this law, we cannot help lamenting that a fe6l 
tmong us looks upon the abolition of the penal ftatutes 
againft witchcraft* not only as an evil, but a (in. 1'he 
ieceders publifhed an ack of their afibciate prefbytery at 
^Edinburgh, A. D. 1743. This aft f was reprinted at 
Glafgow fo late as the year 1 766. In it there h con- 
tained the annual confeffion ofjins^ which to this day they 
cead.frooi the pulpit j:. Among the dqs . national and 

• Eighteenth Centtiry. 

f Ad for renewing the Covenant*, p. j^. »;. 34« 

IPxmccd in 17SJ. 
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ferfonal ihfre confeffcd, are tlie aft of Queen Anne^t 

CirUament for tolerating the f^^pifcopal religion in ijcoti 
ndt the ad for adjournipgtKe Court of Srffion during 
tbe ChriilnMis kolida^ya ; -at alfb^he-penal ftatutet-agaipil 
Witches have been repealed by parliament, .contrary Id 
ihe expreCi law of God." (Exod. ixii. 18.) "The fc» 
ceders compreheixd a ,<fry Uige ;b0d7^of the populace; 
in i»cptlind." 

APPB^?D1X No.'l*. 

K*f ing ^t my haifdn 09 an old fi^'o TOlwne^jMfta i^t 
the General AiTembly of the Kirk of Scotland^ 
which were pafled between the years 16399 and 
1649* '^^^ following extradl are curious. 

. lice in the year 1 640* the General Aflembly pafled 
an A&. againft Witches and Charmers as follows* ** T^e 
Affembly ordaines all Minifters within the kingdome, 
carefully to take notice of QharmerSi Witches, and 
all fuch abufcrs of the people^ and to urge the A^t 
of Parliament to be executed .againft them ; and th%t 
the Commfflioncrs from the Aflcmbly to the Parliament, 
(hall recommend to the faid fuprenie judicatory, the care 
of the execution, of the lawes againft fuch perfons in the 
jnoft behoovcfull way." AUo 5th. Aug. 1642, ••The 
AfFembly doe therefore ordain all Prefbyterjcs to gire to 
the Juftice, tKe names of the Adulterers, inceftuous 
perfona, Wkches, and Sorcerers, and others, guilty of 
fuch gro0e and feaffuU fins within their bounds, that 
they may be ptocelFed and punilhcd according to the 
Xaws of this kingdoroe ; and that the Prefbyteries .904 
tvy nods be caret uU herein, as they will apfwet to the 
general Aflemblies,&c..alfo Scfs. ult. Aug. 19. 16431 
1 find overtures, anent Witchcraft,, and Charming, ,&c. 
which occupy a page and a half, and beginning with', 
.the abundance and incrqafe of the fin of Witchcrmftj» 
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f« all the fortt and degrees of it in this time ^f Reforma* 
lion, is to be taken to heart by this reverend AfTemblyy 
v^ho would to that end conGdcr/' &c. and ending witb^ 
** 1 he fins atorefaid of Witchcraft* Charming, and con* 
fulting with Witches* or Charmers* and fuch like wicked* 
nefs* may be tried, reftrained* and condignely cenfured 
»nd puni/hed ecclefiailically and ciTally," and in the year 
1 649 there is a **Commii!ipn for a conference of Miniftcrsy 
JLawyers> and Phyfiiians, concerning the tryal and pu« 
nifliment of Witchcraft, Charming, and Confulting** and 
runs thus. The General Aflembly taking to their feriout 
confideration the growth of the fins of Witchcraft, Charm* 
>x>gf and Confulting, notwithftanding the frequent 
recommendations for reftraining thereof ; andrememberinji^ 
that the General Affembly 1 647, did propofe a, good- 
way for the tryall and puniihmcnt of thefe finncs* by 
appointing conferances with fome Minifters* Lawyers^ 
and Phyfitians in that matter which hath never yet taken 
cffe6l • therefore the Aflembly doth appoint Mafters^ 
Robert Dowglas* Robert Bkir, Mungo Law, Jamea 
Hamilton, John Smith, Robert Traill, George Lenie*, 
John Hamilton, John Duncan, Samuel Rutherfoord^ 
James Wood, John Levifton, James Guthrie, Andro 
Cant, David Calderwood, John Moncrieff, Frederick 
Carmichael, James Durhame, Patrick Gillefpie, Robert 
Kcr, Ephraim Melvill, Minifters*, to confider ferioudy 
of that matter, and to confult and advife therein amongft 
themfelves, as alfo with Sir Archibald Johnfton of Wa- 
riflon. Clerk Regifte^^; Mr. Thomas Nicolfon, his Ma- 
Jeflies Advocate; Mr. Alex. Peirfon, one of the ordinary 
Lords of Scflion ; Sir Lewe» Stewatt, Mr. Alex. Colvill^ 
and Mr. James Robertfon, Juftice deputes ; MeflVs, 
Kodger Mo wet. John Gilmoir, and Joha Ni(bet, Law* 
yers ; and with Dodors Sibbald^ Cunninghame, and 
Pnrvcs, Phyfitians, feverally or together as occafion (hA\ 
offer ; and the Aflembly earneflly requcils and confidently 

* See the Scott Worthies for an acsoaat of thcfe Mnlilerir« 
8 
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4irt^eai ftoA tfkef<^ teamed ind juditiotH Luirfirl toi# 
Phjriitiiini ti^f ore- named, tbeih bed ^lideiivoura and con- 
cdirciice with their brethreii of tht Minfftrfe Ifbi* HdViii! 
atid coiitifell heri^tn, arid foi- cBnfercttce In the fatd niihcr; 
and OrdaShfe the faid br^thi-eti to thakfc ft^tirt of the t6^ 
Mt of their cortiuItaUons iiid cbtifbreiibes from time tb 
tiitic U they liiakc ahv confiderable |i^6g^effj to tHfe Cbih^ 
]ri ffioh for publick affaires, aiid the (^(d Commiffioh fkM 
jriakc rcpott to the ntxl Oeiierall Afletfibiy." 

APPENDIX N6. N. 

Ijpbri Sunday the 28th of Nfarch i6cj7, after Scrmbfr, 
intirtiitlon wzS made by Mr. Thomas Bhckwel^ 
the Milliner, of a faft to be kept by the Cotijgregatfoti 
of Pa flfy the enfuing Wedntfday, the Ca^ifci 
thereof are btloUr. 

My friends, we have been preaching of Cbrift to you, 
we are now about to fpeak of the Devil to you, the 
great eft enemy that otir Lord and his kingdona hatb m' 
the world. The thing 1 am about to intimate to you ft 
'this, the members of the Prefbytery having taken to 
their confiderdtion how much Satan doth rage in theie' 
boundit ^nd which is indeed very lamentable in our 
bounds, ai d in ours only They havc thought fit to ap- 
point a day of falling and humih'ation, that fo he who 
'is the Lyon of the tribe of Judab, may appear with 
p6Vier jigainft him who is the angel of the bottomlefs pit, 
and throw him down, who is now come out in great 
Wrath; O! that it may be becaufb his time is (hort. 

As to the caufes of ihe faft,' 1 fhall but hint a few- 
things to you, the thing being fo well known in the 
bounds, the Pre(t>ytery did not think it needful to be 
any way large or formal in drawing up of caufes ; how- 
ever, I roay^fay ih the firft pface, the caufes of our prc- 
beding fait * remain yet not fufficiently mourned over, 

^ This WM At lead the r««ood fad kept on ChrlRUn Shaw% accoaAt. 
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|b tliat ihovigh #fe hid no ottiiff thwkn but rtcfe, tiir| 
Bare grbund tb bbfcrtc morie falls than obc or two. 

But ytt a h'ttlb mbrb clofe tb the purpofe. Firll, Sa- 
tarrjs greatly ^'agftig in our bounds ; he hath lb all prb* 
bability erj^yed a lohg and old ftock of fubjefts, cVcA 
aihong the hearers bf the gofpel ; ft rtiay be, foine of them 
are hearing me jirft now, cohfcience being beft j:idgeiA 
that matter, and tlbw he hath come that lehgth, no 
^bubt, being pertrntted bf God, that his po^irel* is not 
bri'y to be perceived in keeping many hearts from doting 
With Cbrift, but a'fb tn tormenting a family extraordinai-f 
in bur bouuds, fb thai it is known to be the Devil and 
ind his indrunlebVs, and hbne clfe, therefore Satan who 
is raging-, and \Vho hath gotten many inall probability f 

deVufe themfelves foul aqJ bbdy to him. 

% i i ♦ ♦ a 

Again, 2dly, There is the impetii^ency i'nd obftinaty 
of petfoiis fuppbfed upon many accounts truly to bfe 
guilty, their cbn^inuiug obftinate, and impcTiiteint, and 
refufing to confcfa guilt in tbat matter, that 6od whi3 
hath the power of confciencc, by the power of hi» fpirft, 
in thieufe bf other la^vful ftieans for the finding out of 
the truth, may mak^ thefe means cffedual, and ittay wit 
in upon their coufcicnces to rhake them confe^i guilt. 

jdly. The grtit M dion of that poor child ^Chrffirai 
Shaw,) atid that family in whom fhe tsfo neatly iiict^refted. 
Done of us knows her afHi6tion, and her father's, fo aa 
it is in itfelf. It is eafy to look upon one fo tormented as 
(he is, be what it would be if we rtrerc fo torniented our- 
feUes, or yet any one in our family. We would remem* 
ber them that are in bonds as bound with them, and 
therefore our petitions have a fpecial refpedt to them of 
that family, that is fet up as a beacon on the top of « 
mountain for all to taice warning. 

Again, in the fourth place. Another reafon if, the 
myflerioufnefs and difficulty o^the procefsof Witchoraft,^ 
fo that it is the procefs of all others, that requires mofi^ 
prudtfQcCy (blidity, and feveral other things, t9 name 
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wbichf nurry of you would not Uflderlaiid me ; but. fii m 
word. It requires much of the pfefence of the fpirit of 
God to guide the Judges* and work upon thecoiifcicncet 
of the Pannels, that fo the truth may be found out» and 
jpd^ement accordingly execute; thus we offer fcveral 
reaibns why it is neceflary for us to obferve a day of fiaft- 
ing and humiliation before God 

, And now my friencs^ all I add if« this iq the firft placcn 
I am fure miniders, and i aih fure the godly a;e called to 
te very importunate with GoU in this matter. AAfouId jc. 
know, my friends, wjiy we preach in vain to them that 
Lavc^ devoted themfclvcs to tVc devil, it is that that 
makes the gofpel fo barren, and who knows but fn thfc 
congregation, there be many, who may have, thefc nrtany 
yjpars hence been under vows t.o Satan, and as for yoa 
that are the people of God, ye pray in vain for the fuo* 
cefs oi the gofpel to them^ for till once they be brought 
to fee the evil of their fin, and to be convinced of th^ 
evil thereof, and to lothe ihemfclves upon account of the 
iame, neither will the gofpel, nor your prayers do them 
any good, fo it is the miniif c.rfi and people of God's duty^ 
and intertft, not only to pray that God would find out 
l^he guilty among thefe that are apprehended, but that 
God would difcover all others that are guilty, and whq 
are not apprehended, that, the kingdom 'of Chri(t may 
mn and be glorified, ai|d the kingdom of Saun deftrojc^r 
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J. NXILSOM f^lUTlUi 
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